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Protecting citizens, 
their property, 

and the environment 
from 

fire and hazardous materials

Senate Interim Committee on Wildfire 
Reduction and Recovery - June 5, 2020



Office of State Fire Marshal’s role in Fire Season
 The Office of State Fire Marshal has the responsibility of protecting 

communities from Wildland URBAN Interface Fires. 

 Conflagration Act - 476.510

 All 36 Counties-Communities

 How is protection of Oregon communities accomplished in fire season?

 3 – Type 2 Incident Management Teams (130 Fire service Personnel)

 Oregon Fire Mutual Aid System

 314 Fire Departments

 13,000 Firefighters

 70% are volunteers





Oregon Fire Mutual Aid System-Capacity

 Capacity – Readiness Review

 Survey the Fire Service

 Mutual aid plans in place

 Capacity to respond

 Training

 Equipment

 Pre Fire Season Relationships – Washington & California

 Process for Ordering

 Mobilization Plans



Conflagration Response



Needs - On going work

 State Fire Marshal Conflagration Response Costs - 8 Million Annually

 Conflagrations totaled 30 million last biennium

 500K biennial budget 

Governor’s Wildfire Council – SB 1536

 Recommendations to modernize and build capacity for the Oregon Fire Mutual Aid System

 Create a Defensible Space Program



Needs - On going work
Oregon Fire Service Listening  & Understanding Tour

• Personnel Capacity
• Resource Capacity
• Funding Capacity

EMERGING THEMES IN WUI FIRE PREVENTION:

Three major themes outlining local fire service needs were 
identified. All three themes relate to capacity and the need for 
additional assistance to create and implement an Oregon 
solution to the wildland fire challenge.



Fighting Fire During Covid-19

 Covid-19 Planning Efforts

 Pacific NW Plan-Completed

 Plans for logistical setup in camp

 Safety of Firefighters in priority

 PPE, Sanitation, Services, Support

 Different response modules

 Department of Forestry and State Fire 
Marshal Planning Efforts

 Operationalize plans

 Partnership with OHA

 Screen, Test, Isolation & Quarantine
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QUESTIONS?


