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Wildfire Smoke Response Protocol

• Incorporated lessons 
learned from 2019 
Wildfire Season - mostly 
smaller edits

• Continued coordination 
with OHA, ODF and 
USFS on implementation 
of protocol

• DEQ will take a leading 
role in the coordination 
calls



Oregon Smoke Blog

• DEQ webpage that shows 
information on air quality, 
fires, and information on 
health

• Resource for consistent 
messaging 

• Used frequently by the 
public to receive updated 
information – almost 1 
million hits last year



Media & Communications

• Respond to inquiries on current smoke impacts, 
historical data, and trends

• Use social media to provide resources and updates
• Coordinate with partners on messaging and responses
• Issue Air Quality Advisories
• Update Oregon Smoke Information Page



Air Quality Monitoring Updates

• The Air Quality Index, or AQI, is a tool developed by 
EPA to help communicate health risks to the public

• Monitoring data from DEQ’s network is translated to a 
common scale that represents health risks



AQI Mobile Application - ‘OregonAir’

• Mobile application on the Apple 
and Google Store

• Real time information on AQI 
and pollutant values at DEQ 
monitoring sites

• Approximately 56 monitors 
deployed throughout Oregon 
with more on the way

• A 30% increase since this time 
last year



Air Quality Monitoring Networks*

* As of February, 2020 



Smoke Management Grant Update

• 2019 Legislature 
appropriated $250K 
to fund local 
prescribed fire smoke 
mitigation projects

• Some projects have 
co-benefits for 
Wildfire smoke

• Exciting progress on 
coordination and 
mitigation

• $110,000

City of Ashland

• $35,000

City of Oakridge

• $35,000

Baker County

• $35,000

Lake County

• $35,000

Wallowa County



Questions

Michael Orman
Air Quality Planning Section Manager
Orman.Michael@deq.state.or.us
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