
Who are we?
The Oregon 
Cattlemen’s 

Association (OCA) 
is the voice of the 
cattle industry in 

Oregon. 

We represent 
ranchers throughout 
Oregon and aim to 

help grow Oregon’s 
beef industry and 

promote 
environmentally and 

socially sound 
economic practices. 

The Effects of COVID 19 Pandemic on Oregon Food 
Supply Chain



Friday, May 29, 2020

Walmart – Hermiston, OR

• Only 2 packages of 
steak

• Shelf full of plant-
based product

*photo by Jon Levy-OCA Marketing Chair



Meat Prices for Weekly Choice Cutout

• Mid-April:  $225 ($2.25/lb.)
• First week of May:  $460 ($4.60/lb.)

• Prices more than doubled for 
consumers in 3 weeks
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First Week of April 2020:  685,000

Third Week of April 2020:  435,000




Data Source:  USDA-AMS & USDA-NASS

Livestock Marketing Information Center
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CATTLE PROCESSED

Federally Inspected, Weekly

 Avg. 2014-18	JAN	APR	JUL	OCT	541.62	583.95999999999992	588.72	582.43999999999994	572.5	563.66000000000008	553.14	550.88	567.78	562.28	566.93999999999994	576.22	568.69999999999993	564.14	572.70000000000005	585.22	600.56000000000006	606.16000000000008	608.26	607.6	598.16	553.74	609.43999999999994	609.1	615.98	605.83999999999992	535.81999999999994	598.86	593.88	590.46	589.32000000000005	595.98	604.32000000000005	609.42000000000007	606.00000000000011	537.96	616.16000000000008	607.12	610.64	603.10000000000014	600.4	596.9799999999999	601.66	605.68000000000006	602.14	610.55999999999995	544.70000000000005	589.93999999999994	612.02	608.86	559.46	457.06000000000006	2019	JAN	APR	JUL	OCT	534.95100000000002	630.87400000000002	626.18399999999997	608.12599999999998	593.26700000000005	625.43299999999999	607.505	581.37599999999998	608.73900000000003	606.96500000000003	607.71199999999999	636.16899999999998	618.70699999999999	626.71	637.66600000000005	641.59199999999998	642.447	672.54	666.61500000000001	662.452	646.81100000000004	588.14599999999996	664.58900000000006	669.08399999999995	668.26900000000001	670.31100000000004	577.80799999999999	658.43200000000002	655.4	651.66300000000001	632.78399999999999	646.70299999999997	653.28200000000004	657.02	653.476	571.06299999999999	636.125	660.85699999999997	650.00900000000001	644.67600000000004	648.27800000000002	642.86300000000006	640.26900000000001	658.91200000000003	656.68100000000004	663.15499999999997	667.86199999999997	555.34100000000001	682.077	666.30899999999997	668.37300000000005	474.92599999999999	2020	JAN	APR	JUL	OCT	549.81399999999996	642.91	632.98699999999997	643.68200000000002	637.59699999999998	631.26099999999997	621.34199999999998	625.62900000000002	628.28700000000003	649.48699999999997	640.69000000000005	660.29300000000001	684.83500000000004	631.29899999999998	528.80799999999999	486.13600000000002	470.12900000000002	438.61399999999998	475.68299999999999	499	555	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	#N/A	

Thou. Head
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			0			 Avg. 2014-18			2019			2020


			JAN			541.62			534.951			549.814


						583.96			630.874			642.91


						588.72			626.184			632.987


						582.44			608.126			643.682


						572.5			593.267			637.597


						563.66			625.433			631.261


						553.14			607.505			621.342


						550.88			581.376			625.629
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			APR			564.14			626.71			631.299
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						585.22			641.592			486.136


						600.56			642.447			470.129


						606.16			672.54			438.614


						608.26			666.615			475.683


						607.6			662.452			499


						598.16			646.811			555


						553.74			588.146			ERROR:#N/A


						609.44			664.589			ERROR:#N/A


						609.1			669.084			ERROR:#N/A


						615.98			668.269			ERROR:#N/A


						605.84			670.311			ERROR:#N/A


			JUL			535.82			577.808			ERROR:#N/A
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						610.64			650.009			ERROR:#N/A
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						601.66			640.269			ERROR:#N/A


						605.68			658.912			ERROR:#N/A
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						559.46			668.373			ERROR:#N/A


						457.06			474.926			ERROR:#N/A
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Cattle Pricing Paid to Ranchers

• Beginning February 2020:  $125 
($1.25/lb)

• End of April 2020:  $95 ($ .95/lb)

• Drop of $30 



OCA and WCA Joint Letter

-Stabilize Markets

-Immediate monetary relief 
(change NCBA direction)

-NCBA determined COVID 19 a 
natural disaster, similar to fires and 
floods

-Meat processing continuity



Letter to Sec. Perdue

-Support for CARES 

-$14 billion to 
replenish the CCC

-$9.5 billion USDA



Recent response from 
DOJ, Washington DC

-OCA initiated DOJ 
involvement in 
processing after the 
Holcomb, Kansas fire

-Became a national 
effort after COVID 19 
price crash



Current Oregon Statistics

• 13 USDA inspected facilities

• 16 custom stationary processing facilities

Oregon has no large meat processing facilities

• Cattle go to WA, ID, CA to be processed

• Oregon consumers want access to local beef
Reviving ODA State Meat Inspection Program



Recent story covered by the Capital Press…

Business booming at small meat plants, but some producers are in trouble

"I've never seen anything like this. In two days, we booked all of 2020. said Denise Pohrman, the 
plant manager of Mohawk Meats in Springfield, OR.



QUESTIONS?
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