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Priorities: 

• Keeping people with I/DD safe and healthy

• Supporting families and those providing services 

to people with I/DD
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Studies on adverse outcomes for people with I/DD 

highlight the need to act quickly

• New York: residents with I/DD in group homes 5.34 

times more likely than the general population to develop 

COVID-19 and 4.86 times more likely to die from it.

• Lerner Center study: death rates from pneumonia from 

COVID-19 are between 2.2-5.8 times higher among 

individuals with I/DD than among those without.

• D.C.: Rate of COVID infection among people in DD 

services seven times higher than general population.
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ODDS issued first 

guidance related to 

COVID-19 on 

March 3, 2020

• Website

• Resources for case 

managers, 

providers, 

individuals and 

families
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Guidance and policies issued for:

• In-home services and Supported Living: issued 

guidance on protective measures

• 24-hour group homes and I/DD foster homes: 

visitor restrictions, requirements for face coverings 

• Employment/Day Support Activities: Closed 

congregate facility services

• Case Management: remote services
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• Direct Support 

Professionals – Work with 

agency/AFH which works 

with local Public Health

• Personal Support Workers 

– Through OHCC process

• Individuals in services –

Connect with case 

manager
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COVID-19 resources 

for individuals and 

families include:

• Medical Rights Fact 

Sheet

• Stipends for parents

• Animated videos for 

education and training

• Expanded family 

supports program
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• ODDS Medical Rights Fact 

Sheet on ODDS COVID-

19 web page

• OHA Non-Discrimination 

Guidance

• OHA Visitation Guidance
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• Visitor restrictions and other 

precautions still in place

• Individuals with I/DD 

continue to take precautions

• Remote services still in 

place, with face-to-face only 

allowed for case managers 

to ensure health and safety
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COVID-19 cases in residential settings total since 

March 2020:

Individuals: 
3 in adult foster homes

6 in group homes

8 in in-home services

Provider staff: 
1 in child foster home

4 in adult foster homes

12 in group homes

7 in in-home services
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• Local Public Health Authorities are responsible for 

contract tracing

• ODDS requires provider agencies to notify anyone 

who has come within close contact of a person with 

COVID-19

• Sample notification letters available

• Personal Support Workers are required to notify 

ODDS

• ODDS coordinates notification
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• Continue issuing guidance to 

ensure people with I/DD are 

safe and healthy

• Learn from this experience 

and use ‘lessons learned’ to 

help improve services and 

supports in future

• Creative options for 

communicating with people 

with I/DD and their families
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Questions?
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ODDS COVID Web Page:

https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-

DISABILITIES/DD/Pages/ODDS-COVID-19-

Information.aspx

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/oregonDHS.IDD

Twitter: https://twitter.com/OregonODDS

https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-DISABILITIES/DD/Pages/ODDS-COVID-19-Information.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/oregonDHS.IDD
https://twitter.com/OregonODDS

