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OSCC | Who We Are

OSCC represents 85 chambers of commerce and more 
than 27,000 local businesses in every corner of the state.

Our mission is to support and represent Oregon’s local business 
community by serving as its advocate on business issues and by 
strengthening local chambers. OSCC is the largest grassroots 
organization for business in the state which gives a voice in the 
Capitol for local business communities large and small.



Our Survey 

In Their Own Words
OUR SURVEY

Local chambers 
distributed the 
survey to businesses 
in their communities.

In just 48 hours, 
nearly 200
businesses shared 
their personal stories 
…in their own words. 



Local Businesses Need Your Support
 Cash reserves are depleted

 PPE and sanitation products are limited

 COVID-19 lawsuits are coming

 There isn’t an incentive to return to work

 Oregon’s ever-evolving regulatory landscape challenges 
businesses’ ability to reopen



Reopening Requires Cash
REOPENING OR STAYING OPEN REQUIRES SIGNIFICANT CASH 
RESOURCES



Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
PPP is a forgivable* loan designed to provide a 
direct incentive for small businesses to keep 
their workers on the payroll

55,000+ Oregon businesses granted PPP loans

$7 billion in loans

Businesses subject to the “Stay Home, Stay 
Safe” closures lacked the ability to access the 
loans:
◦ Restaurants
◦ Retail
◦ Lodging

24.70%

37.10%

35.40%

2.50%

Did you apply to the Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP)?

Yes, and I received funding

Yes but I haven't received any
funding

No

I don't know what PPP is



Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL)
EIDL provides up to $10,000 of 
economic relief to businesses that are 
currently experiencing temporary 
difficulties.

More than 3,900 loans to Oregon 
businesses

In Oregon, EIDL loans totaled over 
$350 million

16.20%

35.40%

42.70%

5.50%

Did you apply to the Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
(EIDL)?

Yes, and I received funding

Yes but I haven't received any
funding

No

I don't know what PPP is



Local Government Assistance
The CARES Act provides immediate funding source deployment to main street 
businesses

Oregon has committed $400 million of Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF) for sharing with 
local governments 
◦ Last week, the Emergency Board limited eligible expenses to public health response

The legislature should open the reimbursement up to economic costs by funneling CRF 
funds with local governments, to enable local public-private partnerships and support 
local economic development

35 cities, tribal governments, and counties set up grant programs with their own 
resources in March and April. With nearly 400,000 Oregonians filing for unemployment 
benefits, the CRF funds provide an opportunity to provide relief to main-street 
businesses across Oregon.



PPE Shortages
THE ABILITY FOR BUSINESSES TO OBTAIN AND UTILIZE PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES IS CRITICAL IN 
HELPING OREGONIANS GET BACK TO WORK



Rebuilding Consumer Confidence
Small businesses need access to 
adequate PPE to comply with 
reopening guidelines and rebuild 
consumer confidence:

◦ Disposable gowns
◦ Masks
◦ Face Shields
◦ Gloves
◦ Disinfectants
◦ Sanitizers
◦ Plexiglass barriers



State PPE Procurement Programs
Utah PPE Push Pack - free, one-week supply of PPE to sole proprietors 
and businesses with less than 50 employees 
Idaho Rebounds Plan - small businesses can obtain a 30-day supply of 
personal protective equipment PPE for their employees and patrons
Indiana Small Business PPE Marketplace - businesses that are unable to 
access PPE and sanitation supplies, employ less than 150 people, and 
require PPE to reopen and comply with workplace safety requirements 
may access the marketplace free of charge. 
Rhode Island - small businesses with 50 or fewer employees can access 
one month's supply of masks and disinfectant solution from the state



Liability Concerns



Employers Need Liability Protection 
Employers are worried that even 
though they will abide by public health 
guidelines for reopening, an employee 
or customer will contract the disease 
and sue them, claiming that they got 
sick because of something else the 
business could have done to protect 
them.
Targeted and temporary solutions are 
needed to protect Oregon businesses 
against the incoming wave of COVID-19 
lawsuits



Returning to Work



Disincentive to Return to Work
State unemployment insurance

Pandemic unemployment assistance = $600/ week

Nearly every sector expressed concerns about potential workforce availability 
issues as businesses look to reopen
◦ Construction
◦ Retail
◦ Restaurants
◦ Manufacturing



Our Survey 

In Their Own Words

TAKE AWAYS
 Economic recovery will 
take several years
 Businesses need access 
to capital to restart
 Businesses need help 
procuring PPE to reopen 
safely and build consumer 
confidence
 Businesses need 
protection from liability if 
they are adhering to public 
health guidelines 
 Businesses need help 
from policymakers to 
provide regulatory relief in 
these uncertain times



Questions?

mailto:jenny@pacounsel.org
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