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Action on the Part of OSU and the Oregon State Legislature)

97% of “actively publishing climate scientists,” according to the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, are in agreement that the global climate is changing in a significant way due to
human activity';

“World Scientists’ Warning of a Climate Emergency,” signed by 11,000 global scientists, states that
climate change will bring “untold suffering” to global populations;

The effects of global climate change have shown to contribute to droughts, heatwaves, water
shortages, and rising sea levels, with implications for the biodiversity of plant and animal species as
well as human lives®;

The executive summary of a 2018 report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) warns the consequences of global warming in excess of 1.5 °C are in many cases
irreversible, also writing that limiting warming to this extent “implies reaching net zero CO2
emissions globally around 2050 and concurrent deep reductions in emissions of non-CO2 forcers,
particularly methane™, making it clear that addressing climate change is a time-sensitive issue;

The effects of warming will be felt disproportionately by marginalized communities who contribute
the least to climate change, including lower-income communities and communities of color® of
whom OSU has expressed a commitment to supporting®;

Climate change poses a risk to the reliability of infrastructure, the status of public health, the
condition of the natural resource economy, and the condition of frontline and vulnerable

communities in Oregon’;

In 2007, OSU has become and remains a Carbon Commitment Charter Signatory, committing to
carbon neutrality®;

The United States of America has formally begun leaving the Paris Climate Accord®;
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As a crisis presenting itself not only to Oregon, but to the United States and the world, the
Associated Students of Oregon State University urges and expresses support for Governor Brown
and the Legislature of the State of Oregon to:

1. Introduce and pass legislation to take action on the issue of climate change as an emergency
necessitating concrete steps toward the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, as a matter of
unfinished business during the 2020 short session;

2. As part of these legislative actions, hold industries and large-scale polluters directly accountable
for the environmental cost of their emissions, and incentivize decreased total emissions
statewide;

3. Explore and fund initiatives focused on environmental justice and community resilience;

4. Explore and fund nature-based solutions'® to climate change, which include soil health,
reforestation, and conserving habitat for living things.

Furthermore, the Associated Students of Oregon State University urges and expresses support
for the leadership of Oregon State University to:
A. Establish and commit to a plan and a timeline for accomplishing carbon neutrality in a timely
manner;
B. Prioritize climate action in:
a. New construction projects;
b. Fundraising activities;
c. Lobbying efforts;
d. The mission of the OSU Extension Service;
e. Supporting student-led campus initiatives;
C. Provide students with appropriate mental health resources due to detrimental mental health
effects of a changing climate'’;

This resolution shall be sent to:

Kate Brown, Governor of Oregon Edward Ray, President of OSU
Peter Courtney, Senate President Brandon Trelstad, Sustainability Officer, OSU
Laurie Monnes Anderson, Senate President Pro-Tempore Khawater Hussein, OSU Student Trustee
Ginny Burdick, Senate Majority Leader OSU Faculty Senate Carbon Commitment Committee
Herman Baertschiger Jr., Senate Minority Leader Anita Azarenko, Associate VP for UFIO
Tina Kotek, Speaker of the House Molly Brown, Assist. VP of Advancement Communications, OSU
Paul Holvey, Speaker Pro Tempore Foundation
Jennifer Williamson, House Majority Leader Sharanda Norman, ASOSU Faculty Advisor and Student
Christine Drazan, House Minority Leader Governance Coordinator
State Senator Michael Dembrow?* Drew Desilet, ASOSU Faculty Advisor

State Representative Karin Power*
State Senator CIiff Bentz'
State Representative David Brock Smitht
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