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o | imited voter choice

* Vote-splitting & strategic voting
* Non-majority winners

| oW turnout runoff elections




THE SOLUTION?
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HOW IT WORKS &

All 15t choices on the
ballots are counted. Did a
candidate receive 50%-+1
votes? If yes, then they win.




HOW IT WORKS

If not, the candidate with the
fewest 1st choices is defeated.
The ballots for that candidate

go to those voters’ 2 " choices.
(Note: ONLY the defeated candidate’s
ballots go to their next choice. Ballots
cast for all other candidates continue to
count for those candidates.)




HOW IT WORKS

Did a candidate receive
50%-+1 votes? If yes, then
they win. If not, repeat
Step 2.




— BENEFITS OF —
RANKED CHOICE VOTING

* MORE CHOICES
* ELIMINATES SPOILER

EFFECT

* MAJORITY WINNERS
* CIVIL CAMPAIGNS

* SAVINGS (when eliminating a
runoff)



San Francisco Ballot
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CASE STUDY:
SANTA FE MAYORAL ELECTION 2018

50%

ROUND 1



CASE STUDY:
SANTA FE MAYORAL ELECTION 2018
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ROUND 2



CASE STUDY:
SANTA FE MAYORAL ELECTION 2018
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CASE STUDY:
SANTA FE MAYORAL ELECTION 2018
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VOTER UNDERSTANDING

® Studies show majority of voters knew about RCV, understood it, and used it

to rank their preferences.*

o After having used it, most said they preferred it to the former Runoff
system.

® \When likely voters in cities using RCV were asked "When you voted in the

recent election, how easy was it to understand the voting instructions?”**

o 2013 Survey: overwhelming majority (90%) in RCV cities found the RCV
ballot easy to understand.
m Similarly, 89% of respondents in RCV cities in California found the

RCV ballot easy to understand.

*Francis Neely, Lisel Blash, and Corey Cook Study
**Eagleton Poll with Professors Tolbert and Donovan



VOTER UNDERSTANDING

Self Reported Understanding
of Ela:tlnn Systems (2019 Study)

Plurality RCV Top-Two

1I_‘.hn-nman, T., Tolbert, C. and Gracey, K. (2019), Salf-Reported Undarstanding
of Ranked-Cheice Voting. Social Science Guarterly, 100: 17681776,
doi 101111 55qu 12651

Voter Understanding of Plurality vs.
Ranked Choice Voting (2014 Poll)

88% 88%
B85%

White Latino
) Understand Plurality @Understand RCV
Percentage notes respondents who understood system, somewhat, very or extremaly waell,

3 John, Sarah and Caroline J. Tolbert, Seciceconomic and Demographic Perspectives on
Runkm:l Choice Voting in the Bay Areu Runkm:l Chmm Voting tht:.- Project Research Report #4 (2015)
available at https: /fai



VOTER UNDERSTANDING

Overvotes, June 2018 Overvotes in SF Elections 2012-2016
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Governor Senator Mayor (RCV)
® Top-Two Primary inJune @ Board of Supervisors RCV




IMPACT ON TURNOUT

An expansive October 2016 study by University of Missouri-St. Louis (Dr. David
Kimball and Joseph Anthony) examines the impact of ranked choice voting (RCV)
on voter turnout in 26 American cities across /79 elections.

The UMO study shows that the adoption of RCV is associated with:

A 10-point increase in voter turnout compared to primary and runoff
elections.

No change in turnout in the General Election.
No change in the number of error votes (overvotes and undervotes).
No change in inequities in voter turnout and error votes in Minneapolis.

Read the FairVVote brief | Read the full study



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxEG3Ke1BzpedkJOZE12Zm45ZzQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BxEG3Ke1BzpeSmVuaGJqTWJhY0E

EXPERIENCE
OF RANKED CHOICE VOTING

2018 MAYORAL

| invalidate their ballot voting for
ORI —— 539% | governor (Top Two Primary)

—— 36% | than for mayor (RCV)

San Francisco’s RCV mayoral election
drew a much higher voter turnout than
California’s statewide election

Mayor of SF
Rank in order of preference
1 2 3

A c.ndigate OO

Candidate C 000

| candidate D &

70% of voters used all 3 of their rankings, candidate E @ OW

while 86% of voters selected 2-3 candidates




EXPERIENCE
OF RANKED CHOICE VOTING

of voters in Maine’s first RCV statewide
87% Democratic Primary ranked multiple

candidates.

8 80 of voters in Santa Fe’s first RCV election
¥ ranked multiple candidates for mayor.

6 10 of those Santa Fe voters ranked
8] all five candidates.



https://fairvote.app.box.com/s/038bz15b80dlsc0mcsgtzxvs2yh4sfp7

—— CIVIL CAMPAIGNS —

“There was relatively
little elbowing and
attacking because every
candidate wanted to be
\ the second choice of
their opponents’
Former Minneapolis Mayor 9
Betsy Hodges SU pporterS.




—— CIVIL CAMPAIGNS —

Time Spent Criticizing Opponents

A GREAT DEAL OF THE TIME THEY WEREN'T DOING THIS AT ALL

NON-RCYV CITIES RCV CITIES

Donovan, Todd, Caroline Tolbert, and Kellen Gracey. 2016. “Campaign
Civility Under Preferential And Plurality Voting” 42. Electoral Studies: 157 -
163.



IMPACT ON
REPRESENTATION

Percentage People of Color
Winning Office

Cities that adopted RCV Cities that did not adopt RCV

Before RCV After RCV



VOTER SATISFACTION AND
SUPPORT

® Eagleton Poll with Professors Tolbert and Donovan, likely voters were
asked whether they supported the use of RCV in local elections.
o The surveys found a majority of all respondents believed RCV
should be used in local elections in their city. In cities already using
RCV:
B 2013 survey, 62% of those in RCV cities supported its use in their
local elections;
o In cities that use plurality voting methods:
B 2014 survey in California, 54% supported the introduction of RCV
Into their local city.
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BENEFITS OF MULTI-WINNER
RANKED CHOICE VOTING

* CIVIL CAMPAIGNS
*FAIR REPRESENTATION

*MITIGATES EFFECT OF
GERRYMANDERING




WHERE IS RCV USED NOW?

Maine Is the

first state

to adopt and use
Ranked Choice Voting.

Ballots cast In

Enacted in November 2016 \ PO
June 2018 and November 2018 /

Cost for Implementation: $100,000



WHERE IS RCV USED NOW?

New York City

voted 74% to enact
Ranked Choice Voting
In November 2019

U.S. pop. in RCV
jurisdictions is tripled.




WHERE IS RCV USED NOW?

(SINGLE & MULTI-WINNER)
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IRELAND & NORTH IRELAND NEW ZEALAND

AUSTRALIA



Voting Equipment
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VOTING

Ranked
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Voting

RESOURCE CENTER

intercivic Systems &Software

RCV Capabilities Summary (1-pg) | RCV Capabilities Report (6-pQ) |



https://www.fairvote.org/voting_systems_and_rcv
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3K2g6lIQMWsWmJDYWRvMjdqM28/view

FOR MORE INFORMATION

FairVote.org
pedro@fairvote.org

Facebook: FairVote | Twitter: @FairVote | Instagram: @FairVoteReform



