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In collaboration with The Arc of Oregon.

Problem: The Criminal Justice System (CJS) has a Blind Spot regarding 
Developmental Disabilities (DD)

Proposal: Legislative resolve to support evidence-based, ADA-compliant best 
practices at the intersection between DD and CJS, regardless of victim, 
suspect or witness status
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CDC & ORS say

Group of conditions causing impairments in physical, learning, language 
and/or behavior domains

Begins during developmental period

Impacts daily functioning

Lasts a lifetime

What is Developmental Disability?
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Examples
Attention-Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

Hearing Loss

Cerebral Palsy

Down Syndrome

Intellectual Disability

Developmental Delay (Prematurity)
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Autism is …

Biologically-based spectrum of neurodevelopment diversity affecting how 
people perceive the world and interact with others:
● Communication challenge: difficulty w/ satire, sarcasm, ambiguity
● Social Interactions are concrete, uncertainty interpreting eye contact, 

body language
● Sensory sensitivity: lights, noise, crowds
● Restricted, repetitive patterns of behavior, interests, activities (focus)
● Spectrum or impairments from non-verbal to high functioning
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Autism is NOT ! 

● An Illness 
● A Disease
● Mental Illness

ADA: do not misrepresent disability 
characteristics
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DD Vulnerabilities

• Sexual Assault: 7-fold Increase (all crime categories inc’d)

• Arrests:  6-fold Increase

• Incarceration:  4-fold increase

• Grooming, False Friends

• Neglect, Implicit and Explicit bias (abuse)
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Simulations

I Love Dogs (language challenges, receptive and expressive)

Rule bound, both lanes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3dC71OAhcs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3dC71OAhcs
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Accommodations Basic

Simple and Inexpensive: Communication & Sensory Accommodations

Broadly Applicable: Just as curb cuts assist able bodied people pushing strollers

Slow down: Count three five seven; Slow is smooth, smooth is fast.

Sensory Awareness

Regardless of Portal: Victim, Witness or Suspect
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Americans with Disabilities Act

Do Include People with Disabilities and their Advocates

Do Preserve Disability Information

Don’t misrepresent benign characteristics as deceptive, criminal or 
mental illness

Don’t discriminate, neglect or abuse 

Do Provide Reasonable Accommodations
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Blind Spots

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the animation

Jan. 16, 2019 Benton County Criminal Justice Assessment, year-long, 118 page report: references to Intellectual and Developmental Disability = zero. <animate>

CGL consultants are the “largest, most comprehensive CJS consulting firm in the world … vertically integrated … 360-degree platforms … total understanding … plans that work:” DD mentions on their web site = zero.

GOBHI consultant, Oregon Center on Behavioral Health and Justice Integration “helps CJS jurisdictions across the state … implement & improve … engage and treat … behavioral health … risk of becoming incarcerated:” DD mentions = zero.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the animation. 

Health care was rightly embarrassed by this institute of medicine report 20 years ago. 

Successful corrective action by providing guidance and technical assistance on an initially voluntary basis, with focused goals.



For people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD)

Justice

Improve Safety

Improve DD 
Satisfaction

Lower Total 
Cost

Professional 
Satisfaction

Triple Quadruple Aim
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Compare sectors

Sector Guidance Template When

Education IDEA / 504 I. E. P. 1st Grade Fwd

Health Care ADA / OHA I.T.P.
Care Coordination

ASAP(ractical)

Criminal 
Justice

ada? ? ? ? Late / Never
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What is the solution?

Implement evidence-based best practices using professional guidance and 
technical assistance across the spectrum of CJS professionals.

These resources are available today:
The Arc of the U.S. (Pathways to Justice)
The Arc of Oregon and other DD advocates)
Bureau of Justice Assistance
US Department of Justice
Vera Institute of Justice
The Arc of Benton County (CommCards)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DS: ____
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Request:
Legislative resolve to support 
evidence-based, ADA-compliant 
best practices at the intersection 
between DD and CJS, regardless 
of victim, suspect or witness 
status.

Thank you!
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WHEREAS … 
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