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The U.S. Constitution mandates a decennial headcount of everyone residing in the 50 
states, Puerto Rico, and the Island Areas of the United States. 

Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution 

The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the 
Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such 
Manner as they shall by Law direct. 

▪ First U.S. Census 1790 but 1950 was the last ”citizenship” question

▪ Resident is defined as “usual resident” which means the place a person lives and 
sleeps most of the time.

▪ This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, abilities, citizens, and 
noncitizens. 

Brief History of the U.S. Census



Census population data is used to determine: 

• the distribution of congressional seats and electoral votes allocated 
to a state;

• state redistricting;

• and an estimated 800 billion dollars a year for Medicare, schools, 
roads and other public institutions and services. 

Why is a count needed?



Why is it important? - Federal Funding Distribution

Figures prepared by the George Washington 
Institute of Public Policy’s Counting for Dollars
report



Oregon received $13.5 billion federal funding in 2016 based on census data

Funding primarily for social safety net programs including:
Medicaid, Children’s Health Insurance Program, Section 8 housing, 
Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP), and the Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC) program.

Oregon currently receives over $8 billion per year from HHS, over $6.6 billion 
of which goes to Medicaid

5 federally funded program use the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage 
(FMAP), to reimburse states based on census data:

Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), Title IV-E Foster Care, Title 
IV-E Adoption Assistance, and the Child Care and Development Fund.

Why is it important? – Informed Policy & Decision Making



2020 Census Challenges – Citizenship Question

Citizenship and Undercount Risk for Oregon

• Controversy and lawsuit around the citizenship 
question in the 2020 census

• The American Community Survey will ask 
citizenship question

• Distrust of government, federal government in 
particular

• Delay of funding for Census Bureau activities



Oregon Complete Count Committee (OCCC)

• 2020 census advisory body to Governor Kate Brown and the State of 
Oregon. 

• Launched April 3rd 2019

• The OCCC has the charge of recommending strategies that safeguard and 
promote the 2020 Census to ensure a fair and accurate count for Oregon.

• Meets monthly through the course of 2020 Census campaign 



When is the count? – Timeline



The Count Campaigns

Of the estimated 4.3 million residents of Oregon, 1.3 million are considered ”Hard-to-Count”:

They are individuals who are:
• hard-to-locate; 
• hard-to-contact; 
• hard-to-persuade; 
• and/or hard-to-interview.

Oregon Complete Count and the Hard to Count Campaigns

#OregonCounts2020
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/policy/Pages/2020census_OCCC.aspx

#WeCountOregon
https://www.wecountoregon.com

US Census Bureau 2020 Census
https://2020census.gov/en

https://www.oregon.gov/gov/policy/Pages/2020census_OCCC.aspx
https://www.wecountoregon.com/
https://2020census.gov/en

