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SB 1567 STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY Carrier: Sen. Winters

Senate Committee On Rules

Action Date: 02/13/18
Action: Do pass.

Vote: 5-0-0-0
Yeas: 5 - Beyer, Boquist, Burdick, Roblan, Winters

Fiscal: Fiscal impact issued
Revenue: No revenue impact

Prepared By: Josh Nasbe, Counsel

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Requires major political parties to hold a primary election to nominate a candidate to fill the remaining term of a
statewide office or the office of a state Senator, when the vacancy occurs on or before the 70th day before the
primary election that precedes the first general election occurring during the vacant term of office. Requires major
political parties to select a nominee by party rule, when the vacancy occurs after the 70th day before the primary
election, but before the 61st day before the general election. Declares emergency, effective on passage. 

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Empowering voters
 Consistency in election law
 Challenges faced by Independent Party of Oregon

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:
When a vacancy occurs in a statewide office or the office of a state Senator before the 61st day before the first
general election in the term of office, Oregon law provides that the last two years of the term are filled at the general
election. Currently, both major political parties and minor political parties are authorized to select a nominee for
these elections by party rule or a nominee may be selected by an assembly of electors or individual electors. Senate
Bill 1567 requires a major political party to select a nominee at a primary election, when the vacancy occurs on or
before the 70th day before a primary election. If the vacancy occurs after the 70th day before the primary election,
but before the 61st day before the general election, Senate Bill 1567 requires a major political party to select the
nominee by party rule. 


