


ORS 830.175

“The State Marine Board … may make special 
regulations consistent with the safety and the 
property rights of the public or when traffic 
conditions become such as to create excessive 
congestion…” 

“The board may make special regulations … 
for the protection of game and game fish at 
the request of the State Fish and Wildlife 
Commission, or for carrying out the provisions 
of the federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, 
Public Law 90-542, and the Oregon Scenic 
Waterways Act”

OSMB does not have the authority to regulating boating  for the 
purpose of “minimizing or preventing erosion”



OSMB “Risks Associated With Wakes”

“Hydrologists estimate that a wake 5 inches high 
produces limited damage to the shoreline, but a 10-
inch wake is 5 times more destructive, a 25-inch wake 
is 30 times more destructive, and so on. When a 
runabout or larger fishing boat is “on plane,” they may 
create a 10-inch wake, while cruisers or wakeboard 
boats can create wakes of 20 inches or more.”

• Danger to swimmers and small boats
• Sediment from shoreline erosion clouds water, 
making it uninviting for swimming or fishing.
• May damage docks by thrusting them against their
moorings.
• Property owners may lose shoreline due to erosion.
• Sediment from shoreline erosion can silt in fish 
spawning habitat and smother aquatic vegetation.



Scientific and Technical Advisory 
Committee (STAC) Pub 17-002

“The literature review indicates an unequivocal 
connection between boat wake energy and shoreline 
erosion, sediment resuspension and nearshore 
turbidity”

“ There is not currently enough data to determine the 
extent (spatially and in magnitude) to which boat 
wakes are contributing to erosion or turbidity of the 
Chesapeake Bay”

“ Recommended next steps are to identify highly 
vulnerable waterways and implement
management or policy actions to minimize adverse 
effects”



Scientific and Technical Advisory 
Committee (STAC) Pub 17-002

“…the highest rates of shoreline retreat were shown to
occur along high elevation shorelines (bluffs of >10 m; 
FitzGerald et al. 2011). In this case, the high erosion 
was attributed to wave-induced undercutting of the 
shoreline that eventually led to slumping of large 
sections of the bank”





Murray–Darling Basin Authority

“it has become apparent that a 
sound management strategy is a 
necessity for the majority of the 
high-use waters”

“Rivers should be managed for 
safety, fairness, and with 
consideration for the environment
in order to avoid a deterioration to 
both their environmental and 
recreational qualities and to ensure 
the river can be enjoyed by 
everyone for generations to come”



OSMB Jan 2018 Staff Report

“The review of existing literature indicated a 
connection between boat wakes and shoreline erosion, 
sediment resuspension and nearshore turbidity”

“ … the extent and effect of boat wakes on erosion is 
dependent on a number of factors including the 
environmental conditions of the site”

“ … Depending on the site, boat wakes may only be a 
part of the total wave energy in an area”

“The Oregon State Marine Board relies upon the 
advice and expertise of other State agencies when it 
comes to the impacts of recreational boating on 
wildlife and water quality, and these agencies have 
authority over the associated issues”



HB 4138

HB 4138 gives OSMB the authority to protect shoreline

“The board may make special regulations … 
for:
(a) The protection of game and game fish at 
the request of the State Fish and Wildlife Com
mission;[, or for]
(b) Carrying out the provisions of the federal 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90-542,
and the Oregon Scenic Waterways Act, ORS 
390.805 to 390.925; or
(c) Minimizing or preventing erosion at the 
request of the Department of State Lands”
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Murray–Darling Basin Authority

“Erosion monitoring and other 
observations indicate that bank 
erosion is increasing and that it is 
particularly apparent in areas 
where there is increased vessel 
wash due to wake enhancing 
activities”


