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To:  Senate Committee on Environmental and Natural Resources
 
From:  Dale Feik, Chair and spokesperson for Washington County Citizen Action Network (WC CAN)
 
Re:  We, WC CAN, support SB 1508 to fund DEQ's Cleaner Air Oregon program, and oppose SB 1551
which strips DEQ of authority and the CAO rules of important health-based standards
 
I am making a presentation before the Forest Grove City Councilors tonight to support the work we
are doing as the Forest Grove Sustainability Commission.  I am chair.  I am not forwarding this email
to you as the Chair of the Sustainability Commission, but as a citizen that is sharing a public
document.  My short 4-minute speech that I will be delivering expresses the dire situation we are in
related to air emissions.  The Earth, and the people living on it, need all the help we can get if we are
going to leave our children/grandchildren a livable planet.
 
I attached the following:
 
1.  Sustainability speech for Work plan Feb 12, 2018 (Forest Grove City Council - I will present this
tonight)
2.  Wenzl Malynda mom citizen FG Councilor OP Ed piece to encourage you to pass the clean energy
jobs bill
3.  Good reasons to be concerned for the future by Dale Feik submitted to Oregonian Katch Oct 4,
2014
4.  US Chamber of Commerce Intel a big contributor while Apple Nike drop membership --- Note: 
The US Chamber of Commerce has written legal briefs that state that Carbon emissions are good for
the environment and the only way to judge whether a community is healthy is the amount of jobs
available.  I totally disagree with the US Chamber of Commerce position.
5.  Permafrost in Artic Time Bomb NPR Jan 24, 2018  
 
Cc:  WC CAN Board of Directors
 

mailto:SENR.Exhibits@oregonlegislature.gov
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Dale Feik, City Sustainability Chair, Work Plan presentation to Council Monday Feb 12, 2018



Footprint, A funny thing happened on the way to extinction.  Footprint, A Funny thing happened on the way to extinction.  I gave you Councilor Johnston and Mayor Truax the book Footprint in 2011.  Yesterday I emailed you and the rest of your fellow Councilors the report titled:  ‘Is There a Ticking Time Bomb Under the Artic’.  Using sound scientific evidence the answer is unequivocally “Yes”.  
Why ”Yes”? 

Because the rock solid Permafrost under 1/3rd of the northern hemisphere is melting at an alarming rate.  In that permafrost is basically anything that’s died in the Artic over the past one hundred thousand years.   The permafrost is packed with dead plants and dead animals.  All of that life is made of carbon.  There’s more carbon trapped in that permafrost than all the carbon humans have spewed into the atmosphere.  Carbon was released first with steam engines, then with cars, planes, coal plants -- everything we’ve done since the Industrial Revolution.  

The permafrost contains twice as much carbon as is currently in the Earth’s atmosphere, 1,600 billion metric tons.  Please read the email I sent you to see how ancient bacteria is causing material that has been frozen a very long time, to turn the carbon into Carbon Dioxide and Methane.   That scientific evidence validates the title of the book, Footprint, A funny thing happened on the way to extinction.  

Most people don’t change their behavior because of being frightened by things that they don’t know about or know about only casually.  I went door to door in my neighborhood to recruit people to come to our last knowledge pub – how to prepare for, act during, and after a major natural disaster.  At least 20 people said that they would attend the Knowledge pub.  All acknowledged the problem of being unprepared and expressed sincere concern, but only one couple showed up.  Fortunately, other Sustainability Commission members  were more successful than I was in recruitment – we had over 70 people in attendance.  Thank you councilor Thompson for representing the Council.   

Our next Knowledge pub is Wednesday, April 18.  Kristen Ohlson is our speaker.  She wrote the book “The Soil Will Save Us: How Scientists, Farmers, and Foodies are Healing the Soil to Save The Planet"   Robin Lindsley, the leader of the Food Section of our Work Plan, recruited Ohlson to speak.  Please put the evening of April 18th on your calendars.  Robin is one of the current members that helped persuade you as Councilors to make the ad-hoc Sustainability Committee into a Sustainability Commission. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At our first Knowledge Pub, Deke Gundersen told the audience what he had to tell his college-age daughter about the reality of extinction.  (I actually talked about what I tell my daughter about the major global environmental problems (e.g. Climate change, species extinction, pollution, energy, food, water, population growth). But Deke, as a  professor of Environmental Science at Pacific University, told us that there is still hope if we all work hard to reduce our Carbon footprint.    Robin and Deke deserve a big shout out for their untiring commitment to future generations.   

We as members of the Sustainability Commission are working hard to fulfill our mission statement, which is:  


“The people of Forest Grove are committed to improving the quality of life in our community by providing stewardship of our economic, social, environmental and cultural resources in a manner that is equitable for all present and future generations.”  With your direction and support we will do the actions listed in the Work Plan as well as being responsible to pursue other efforts related to sustainability beyond the Work Plan.

Brandi Walstead, staff support person to the Commission, also deserves a shout out.  She put together the PowerPoint presentation that Brian Schimmel, former chair, will use to highlight the Work Plan and then ask for your feedback.   

                                                                                                                                                                                    


Wenzl: Act on science - pass Clean Energy Jobs

Malynda Wenzl

https://portlandtribune.com/fgnt/37-opinion/385265-273849-wenzl-act-on-science-pass-clean-energy-jobs

NewsTimes, published in paper Wed Jan 31, 2018

 

[bookmark: _GoBack]

'As a teacher, as a mom and as a Forest Grove city councilor, I care about ensuring ... Oregon moves forward.'



Science is under attack. It's a strange time when facts we don't like are dismissed as partisan opinions to be thrown aside. As the eighth grade's leadership advisor at Neil Armstrong Middle School, I teach my students critical thinking skills that will carry them into adulthood.

My mother is a teacher; I learned from her what a privilege it is to teach kids things that open their minds, not to dismiss scientific findings we don't like as "fake news" just because we wish the results were different.

And believe me, sometimes I do wish the results were different. I wish that 97 percent of scientists hadn't reached consensus on the fact that our planet is warming. But that's a fact, and it's time we act on this reality to mitigate climate change.

[bookmark: Advertising_1]Last spring, many attended the March for Science to champion robust and public science as a pillar of human freedom and prosperity. This wasn't a march against the president, but it was a march to stand strong to prevent scientific facts from being undercut by his administration.

Thankfully, Oregon is on a path driven by science. Our local and state leaders have acknowledged the importance of acting on climate, from passing the Clean Fuels Standard to enacting a law that transitions our state's power grid off of polluting coal. Now, we not only have an opportunity to lead, but an obligation to do so. Rollbacks at the federal level require us to stand strong, and passing the Clean Energy Jobs bill is the next thing we can do to move Oregon forward.

Clean Energy Jobs would put a price and cap on pollution — pollution that science tells us is having a detrimental impact on our climate, communities, and air and water. The bill takes funds obtained through pricing pollution and reinvests them toward helping Oregon transition to a clean energy economy, one where students like mine can find jobs right here at home in solar, wind, geothermal and more.

We've already seen what clean energy projects can do for our local community. Currently, more than 52,000 Oregonians already work in the green economy producing $7 billion in goods and services. Two local examples are Thunderbolt Racing in Cornelius where fruit juice waste is converted into ethanol, and Blooming Nursery where the state's largest solar thermal project heats a 54,000-square-foot greenhouse. Clean Energy Jobs will create opportunities for Oregon workers with new jobs and job training, and create an estimated 357 clean energy jobs in our community. Just imagine what major new investment could do for Washington County!

As a teacher, as a mom and as a Forest Grove city councilor, I care about ensuring that Oregon moves forward. We owe it to future generations, and to ourselves, to leave a strong legacy of fact-based action that makes the world a better place. I try to do my small part every day by helping our kids to thrive and know that their contributions to our society are needed and valued. Through my work on City Council, I try to elevate the concerns of our community and create policies that will help our local families succeed. And together, our state can do its part to help Oregon transition to a clean energy economy, to improve the health of our communities, and to lead the nation in acting on climate change by passing Clean Energy Jobs.

Malynda Wenzl is a member of the Forest Grove City Council.




Good reasons to be concerned for future

I am a concerned father, grandfather and community member. Why am I concerned?

1. 2 degrees — Almost every government in the world has agreed that any warming above a 2°C (3.6°F) rise would be unsafe. We have already raised the temperature .8°C, and that has caused far more damage than most scientists expected. A third of summer sea ice in the Arctic is gone, the oceans are 30 percent more acidic, and since warm air holds more water vapor than cold, the climate dice are loaded for both devastating floods and drought.

1. 565 gigatons — Scientists estimate that humans can pour roughly 565 more gigatons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere and still have some reasonable hope of staying below two degrees. Computer models calculate that even if we stopped increasing CO2 levels now, the temperature would still rise another 0.8 degrees above the 0.8 we’ve already warmed, which means that we’re already 4/5 of the way to the 2 degree target.

1. 2,795 gigatons — The Carbon Tracker Initiative, a team of London financial analysts, estimates that proven coal, oil, and gas reserves of the fossil-fuel companies, and the countries (think Venezuela or Kuwait) that act like fossil-fuel companies, equals about 2,795 gigatons of CO2, or five times the amount we can release to maintain 2 degrees of warming.  80% of these reserves need to stay underground.

There are different approaches to this problem.  Bill McKibben, http://350.org/, says that, “If it is wrong to wreck the climate, then it is wrong to profit from that wreckage.”  He says this is a moral imperative to vote for divesting.  He urges educational and religious institutions, city and state governments, and foundations that serve the public good to divest from fossil fuels.

McKibben wants institutions to immediately freeze any new investment in fossil fuel companies, and divest from direct ownership and any commingled funds that include fossil fuel public equities and corporate bonds within 5 years.

200 publicly-traded companies hold the vast majority of the world’s proven coal, oil and gas reserves.  They are asking you to divest from those companies. 

James Hansen, http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/

former NASA climatologist, and a founding member of ‘Citizens Climate Lobby’ (CCL) http://citizensclimatelobby.org/ agrees with McKibben.  Hansen and CCL, however, promote a market-based approach of a revenue-neutral carbon tax to combat global warming. The tax would be assessed according to a fuel's carbon dioxide equivalent, and the money collected would be redistributed on a per-capita basis. The idea is to use market mechanisms rather than regulatory measures to discourage fossil fuel use and reward efficiency without boosting government revenue.

I hope that Governor Kate Brown and the legislature will support a revenue neutral carbon fee; one that would, I hope, rebate the money directly to the people, not to the government. 



Bill Gates, on the other hand, has other ideas.  If you Google ‘Bill Gates on the World’s Energy Crisis’ or click on these active links ihttp://www.ted.com/talks/bill_gates.html or 

http://www.wired.com/magazine/2011/06/mf_qagates/all/

you will hear him say that “There’s certainly lots of room for increasing efficiency. But can we, by increasing efficiency, deal with our climate problem? The answer is basically no. The climate problem requires more than a 90 percent reduction in CO2 emitted, and no amount of efficiency improvement is going to address that.... You’re never going to get the amount of CO2 emitted to go down unless you deal with the one magic metric, which is CO2 per kilowatt-hour.”  He then goes on to say that “fourth generation nuclear power is safer than all other energy options, and rich countries aren’t spending enough on R&D.  What happened in Japan is terrible...the environmental and human damage is clearly very negative, but if you compare that to the number of people that coal or natural gas have killed per kilowatt-hour generated, it’s way, way less. ...coal and natural gas have much lower capital costs, and they tend to kill only a few at a time, which is highly preferred by politicians.”



Some of Gates statements in his article challenge some of my actions taken so far, but I am glad that he is investing in ways to generate energy and therefore reduce CO2 by 90% - one of the biggest challenges of this century. 



Thank you for reading about these three different approaches to climate change.  Will you join with me in working on divesting from fossil fuel companies, and promoting a fossil fuel revenue-neutral carbon tax bill?






Intel still a big contributor to the US Chamber of Commerce but Nike, Apple, pulled out of the Chamber of Commerce


This is why over 6200 businesses, many of them small, and 53 local chambers of commerce, have signed on to the “US Chamber Doesn’t Speak for me” campaign. While the US Chamber of Commerce teams up with Big Oil over an export pipeline that would bisect our country, these businesses are committed to a planet safe from catastrophic climate change.  Maybe this question needs to be asked of Howard and the Chamber Board.


Last year, the Chamber spent $33 million during the 2010 mid-term elections (almost entirely on Republican candidates), yet it claims to be a non-partisan advocate for small businesses.

Dale


http://chamber.350.org/

What does the U.S. Chamber of Commerce have to do with Climate Change?


The US Chamber is controlled by a handful of dirty energy companies and opposes every single effort to curb climate pollution


Pictures on next page. 






















March 11, 2013


US Chamber teams up with Big Oil to promote pipeline

Yesterday, The Hill reported that the US Chamber of Commerce is teaming up with the American Petroleum Institute to run a “grassroots” project to combat “misinformation” about the Keystone XL pipeline. Putting API, Big Oil’s front group aside, the US Chamber of Commerce has its own misinformation problems. Let’s review the numbers:


· The US Chamber functions like a beltway consulting firm, hired out by big corporations–it spent $132,000,000 on lobbying and electoral battles in 2010.


· The US Chamber is anti-science: of the $32,000,000 the Chamber spent on the 2010 midterm elections, 94% went to climate change deniers.


· The Chamber is consistently on the wrong side of history, lobbying against engagement in WWII, against the Civil Rights Act, against the Americans with Disabilities Act and against the Clean Air Act.


· The US Chamber has a crisis of legitimacy. While it claims to represent 3,000,000 businesses, only 200,000 are involved in the Chamber in any significant way, and 16 multinational corporations provide the vast majority of its funding.


This is why over 6200 businesses, many of them small, and 53 local chambers of commerce, have signed on to the “US Chamber Doesn’t Speak for me” campaign. While the US Chamber of Commerce teams up with Big Oil over an export pipeline that would bisect our country, these businesses are committed to a planet safe from catastrophic climate change.

---------------


Last year, the Chamber spent $33 million during the 2010 mid-term elections (almost entirely on Republican candidates), yet it claims to be a non-partisan advocate for small businesses.


< Is There A Ticking Time Bomb Under The Arctic?

January 24, 20184:37 AM ET

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/01/24/575220206/is-there-a-ticking-time-bomb-under-the-arctic

https://www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=575220206ww.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/01/24/575220206/is-there-a-ticking-time-bomder-https://ww.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/01/24/575220206/is-there-a-ticking-time-bomb-under-the-arcticwwr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/01/24/575220206/is-there-a-ticking-time-bomb-under-the-arcticthe-tichttps://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/01/24/575220206/is-there-a-ticking-time-bomb-under-the-arcticListen·6:

DAVID GREENE, HOST:

Come with us on a journey inside the Earth. Well, inside a special layer in the Earth. A quarter of the Northern Hemisphere is covered with what's called permafrost, and for the first time in centuries, the permafrost is beginning to warm up because of climate change.

TOM DOUGLAS: And that's a mammoth bone right there.

MICHAELEEN DOUCLEFF, BYLINE: Whoa. It's just sticking out of the wall.

DOUGLAS: Just sticking out of the wall.

GREENE: As it thaws, the permafrost is unleashing something that could affect the whole world. NPR's Michaeleen Doucleff reports.

DOUCLEFF: We start off 40 feet underground inside a tunnel about as wide as an SUV. All around us are signs of extinct creatures. Tusks are sticking out from the ceiling, and a skull pokes out from the ground. Ancient bones.

DOUGLAS: Where we are here has been dated at about 14,000 years ago.

DOUCLEFF: I think this is one of the coolest places I've been to.

DOUGLAS: Really? All right. Cool. Neat.

DOUCLEFF: That's Tom Douglas, a geochemist with the U.S. Army. He says, back in the 1960s, the Army dug this tunnel so they could study the permafrost. All the walls are covered in a soft brown dust, but what's underneath is hard as concrete.

DOUGLAS: If I tap on this now, you'll see it's hard as a rock.

DOUCLEFF: Yeah.

DOUGLAS: That's permafrost. Anything in there is frozen. You can even see the little marks on there. It's pretty hard.

DOUCLEFF: Permafrost is technically frozen soil, but think of it in terms of chocolate cake. Typically that cake is spongy, soft. But if you take that cake and dip it into water and freeze it, it turns hard. That's exactly what happens to soil when you freeze it. You get permafrost. We walk deeper into the tunnel.

DOUGLAS: All right. So keep going.

DOUCLEFF: Those woolly mammoth bones aren't the only bizarre thing hidden in permafrost. Just then we walk right through another one.

OK.

DOUGLAS: So here's a nice wedge.

DOUCLEFF: It looks like a giant wall of ice, but it's really an upside down iceberg buried in the earth, and the tunnel cuts right through it.

It's a huge chunk of ice all around us.

DOUGLAS: Yeah. I mean, it's basically the size of a house or something.

DOUCLEFF: Wow.

These icebergs are buried throughout Alaska. They're buried under homes, under office buildings, bridges. And they've been frozen solid for centuries, even longer. They actually hold the ground together. Here's the problem.

DOUGLAS: That's about 99 percent water ice by volume.

DOUCLEFF: So when the ground warms up...

DOUGLAS: Imagine turning that into water. You'll leave a trench in the ground that people could fall into, right?

DOUCLEFF: Or, this whole tunnel could collapse?

DOUGLAS: Exactly.

DOUCLEFF: That's exactly what's happening across Alaska. A study in 2016 found that these giant buried icebergs are melting rapidly. New lakes are forming in some places. They're draining in others. Rivers are appearing where they never were before, and the land is sinking. Clearly this is going to be a big problem for Alaskans and other people up North. But that's not what worries Tom Douglas the most. There's something else hidden here that could affect the whole world.

DOUGLAS: Keep going down. Watch your head.

DOUCLEFF: Douglas takes me deeper down into the tunnel.

DOUGLAS: This is really an amazing feature of the tunnel. It's the only place we see it.

DOUCLEFF: He shines his flashlight up to the ceiling.

DOUGLAS: What does that look like to you?

DOUCLEFF: Like grass.

DOUGLAS: Green grass, right?

DOUCLEFF: Yeah. It's green?

DOUGLAS: It's green grass.

DOUCLEFF: Whoa.

DOUGLAS: Yeah. See that?

DOUCLEFF: Wait. We have to tell people that, like, the grass is actually growing down.

DOUGLAS: Upside down.

DOUCLEFF: Yeah.

DOUGLAS: This was in ice, and had been preserved that way for 25,000 years. I mean, if I...

DOUCLEFF: Wait. This is 25,000-year-old grass?

DOUGLAS: Yeah.

DOUCLEFF: That's incredible.

DOUGLAS: Yeah. Really amazing.

DOUCLEFF: You see, the thing is, basically anything that's died in the Arctic over the past hundred-thousand years is buried and preserved down here. The permafrost is packed with plants, like this grass, and dead animals, like those woolly mammoths we saw earlier. All this life is made of carbon. In fact, there's a massive amount of carbon down here. There's more carbon trapped in this permafrost than all the carbon humans have spewed into the atmosphere, first with steam trains then with their cars, planes, coal plants, everything we've done since the Industrial Revolution.

DOUGLAS: The permafrost contains twice as much carbon as is currently in Earth's atmosphere, 1,600 billion metric tons.

DOUCLEFF: Right now this carbon is trapped, frozen. So the big question is what happens to this carbon as the permafrost thaws? Because, you see, there's not just dead creatures in the permafrost. Down here, we are also surrounded by something that's coming back to life.

DOUGLAS: See, that white flag right there is where you've got the 27,000-year-old material.

DOUCLEFF: A few years ago, Douglas and his colleagues ran a very simple experiment. They brought big drills into the tunnel and cut out chunks of ice.

DOUGLAS: We collected basically pieces about the size of a Coca-Cola can.

DOUCLEFF: They took the ice back to the lab...

DOUGLAS: Let it slowly come up to room temperature.

DOUCLEFF: ...And then looked for signs of life. A few days later, something started growing like gangbusters - ancient bacteria.

DOUGLAS: This is material that stayed frozen for 25,000 years old, and, given the right environmental conditions, came back alive again vigorously.

DOUCLEFF: Once the bacteria warmed up, they were hungry, and they started eating the dead plants and animals, turning their carbon into gases.

DOUGLAS: Both carbon dioxide and methane.

DOUCLEFF: Those are the two main gases that cause climate change. Now, that was in the lab. But imagine these bacteria waking up as the permafrost thaws all around the Arctic - in Canada, Greenland, Russia, here in Alaska. Charles Miller is a chemist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory who studies permafrost. He says that in the past few years they've started seeing the microbes here waking up, warming up and releasing gases.

CHARLES MILLER: There's been quite a tremendous change in the temperature of the permafrost. This warming is causing carbon dioxide to be liberated from the land surface so we see a net release of carbon from the land back to the atmosphere.

DOUCLEFF: Miller says they don't know yet how much carbon will get released from thawing permafrost or how fast it will happen. It's a big wild card of climate change. But once gases start coming off, it could form this type of feedback loop.

MILLER: Over which we would have essentially zero control.

DOUCLEFF: Where the gas coming from the ground warms the Earth, in turn causing more gas to be released, and more and more warming.

Michaeleen Doucleff, NPR News.

Copyright © 2018 NPR. All rights reserved. Visit our website terms of use and permissions pages at www.npr.org for further information.

NPR transcripts are created on a rush deadline by Verb8tm, Inc., an NPR contractor, and produced using a proprietary transcription process developed with NPR. This text may not be in its final form and may be updated or revised in the future. Accuracy and availability may vary. The authoritative record of NPR’s programming is the audio record.



1





Good reasons to be concerned for future 

I am a concerned father, grandfather and community member. Why am I 
concerned? 

• 2 degrees — Almost every government in the world has agreed that any warming above a 2°C 
(3.6°F) rise would be unsafe. We have already raised the temperature .8°C, and that has caused 
far more damage than most scientists expected. A third of summer sea ice in the Arctic is gone, 
the oceans are 30 percent more acidic, and since warm air holds more water vapor than cold, 
the climate dice are loaded for both devastating floods and drought. 

• 565 gigatons — Scientists estimate that humans can pour roughly 565 more gigatons of carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere and still have some reasonable hope of staying below two degrees. 
Computer models calculate that even if we stopped increasing CO2 levels now, the temperature 
would still rise another 0.8 degrees above the 0.8 we’ve already warmed, which means that 
we’re already 4/5 of the way to the 2 degree target. 

• 2,795 gigatons — The Carbon Tracker Initiative, a team of London financial analysts, estimates 
that proven coal, oil, and gas reserves of the fossil-fuel companies, and the countries (think 
Venezuela or Kuwait) that act like fossil-fuel companies, equals about 2,795 gigatons of CO2, or 
five times the amount we can release to maintain 2 degrees of warming.  80% of these reserves 
need to stay underground. 

There are different approaches to this problem.  Bill McKibben, 
http://350.org/, says that, “If it is wrong to wreck the climate, then it is 
wrong to profit from that wreckage.”  He says this is a moral imperative to 
vote for divesting.  He urges educational and religious institutions, city and 
state governments, and foundations that serve the public good to divest 
from fossil fuels. 

McKibben wants institutions to immediately freeze any new investment in 
fossil fuel companies, and divest from direct ownership and any commingled 
funds that include fossil fuel public equities and corporate bonds within 5 
years. 

200 publicly-traded companies hold the vast majority of the world’s proven 
coal, oil and gas reserves.  They are asking you to divest from those 
companies.  

James Hansen, http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/ 

former NASA climatologist, and a founding member of ‘Citizens Climate 
Lobby’ (CCL) http://citizensclimatelobby.org/ agrees with McKibben.  Hansen 
and CCL, however, promote a market-based approach of a revenue-neutral 
carbon tax to combat global warming. The tax would be assessed according 

http://350.org/
http://www.columbia.edu/%7Ejeh1/
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/


to a fuel's carbon dioxide equivalent, and the money collected would be 
redistributed on a per-capita basis. The idea is to use market mechanisms 
rather than regulatory measures to discourage fossil fuel use and reward 
efficiency without boosting government revenue. 

I hope that Governor Kate Brown and the legislature will support a revenue 
neutral carbon fee; one that would, I hope, rebate the money directly to the 
people, not to the government.  
 
Bill Gates, on the other hand, has other ideas.  If you Google ‘Bill Gates on 
the World’s Energy Crisis’ or click on these active links 
ihttp://www.ted.com/talks/bill_gates.html or  
http://www.wired.com/magazine/2011/06/mf_qagates/all/ 
you will hear him say that “There’s certainly lots of room for increasing 
efficiency. But can we, by increasing efficiency, deal with our climate 
problem? The answer is basically no. The climate problem requires more 
than a 90 percent reduction in CO2 emitted, and no amount of efficiency 
improvement is going to address that.... You’re never going to get the 
amount of CO2 emitted to go down unless you deal with the one magic 
metric, which is CO2 per kilowatt-hour.”  He then goes on to say that “fourth 
generation nuclear power is safer than all other energy options, and rich 
countries aren’t spending enough on R&D.  What happened in Japan is 
terrible...the environmental and human damage is clearly very negative, but 
if you compare that to the number of people that coal or natural gas have 
killed per kilowatt-hour generated, it’s way, way less. ...coal and natural gas 
have much lower capital costs, and they tend to kill only a few at a time, 
which is highly preferred by politicians.” 
 
Some of Gates statements in his article challenge some of my actions taken 
so far, but I am glad that he is investing in ways to generate energy and 
therefore reduce CO2 by 90% - one of the biggest challenges of this century.  
 
Thank you for reading about these three different approaches to climate 
change.  Will you join with me in working on divesting from fossil fuel 
companies, and promoting a fossil fuel revenue-neutral carbon tax bill? 

 

 

http://www.ted.com/talks/bill_gates.html
http://www.wired.com/magazine/2011/06/mf_qagates/all/


Dale Feik, City Sustainability Chair, Work Plan presentation to Council Monday Feb 12, 2018 

 

Footprint, A funny thing happened on the way to extinction.  Footprint, A Funny thing happened 
on the way to extinction.  I gave you Councilor Johnston and Mayor Truax the book Footprint in 
2011.  Yesterday I emailed you and the rest of your fellow Councilors the report titled:  ‘Is There 
a Ticking Time Bomb Under the Artic’.  Using sound scientific evidence the answer is 
unequivocally “Yes”.   
Why ”Yes”?  

Because the rock solid Permafrost under 1/3rd of the northern hemisphere is melting at an 
alarming rate.  In that permafrost is basically anything that’s died in the Artic over the past one 
hundred thousand years.   The permafrost is packed with dead plants and dead animals.  All of 
that life is made of carbon.  There’s more carbon trapped in that permafrost than all the carbon 
humans have spewed into the atmosphere.  Carbon was released first with steam engines, then 
with cars, planes, coal plants -- everything we’ve done since the Industrial Revolution.   

The permafrost contains twice as much carbon as is currently in the Earth’s atmosphere, 1,600 
billion metric tons.  Please read the email I sent you to see how ancient bacteria is causing 
material that has been frozen a very long time, to turn the carbon into Carbon Dioxide and 
Methane.   That scientific evidence validates the title of the book, Footprint, A funny thing 
happened on the way to extinction.   

Most people don’t change their behavior because of being frightened by things that they don’t 
know about or know about only casually.  I went door to door in my neighborhood to recruit 
people to come to our last knowledge pub – how to prepare for, act during, and after a major 
natural disaster.  At least 20 people said that they would attend the Knowledge pub.  All 
acknowledged the problem of being unprepared and expressed sincere concern, but only one 
couple showed up.  Fortunately, other Sustainability Commission members  were more 
successful than I was in recruitment – we had over 70 people in attendance.  Thank you 
councilor Thompson for representing the Council.    

Our next Knowledge pub is Wednesday, April 18.  Kristen Ohlson is our speaker.  She wrote the 
book “The Soil Will Save Us: How Scientists, Farmers, and Foodies are Healing the Soil to Save 
The Planet"   Robin Lindsley, the leader of the Food Section of our Work Plan, recruited Ohlson 
to speak.  Please put the evening of April 18th on your calendars.  Robin is one of the current 
members that helped persuade you as Councilors to make the ad-hoc Sustainability Committee 
into a Sustainability Commission.  

At our first Knowledge Pub, Deke Gundersen told the audience what he had to tell his college-
age daughter about the reality of extinction.  (I actually talked about what I tell my daughter about the 
major global environmental problems (e.g. Climate change, species extinction, pollution, energy, food, water, 



population growth). But Deke, as a  professor of Environmental Science at Pacific University, told 
us that there is still hope if we all work hard to reduce our Carbon footprint.    Robin and Deke 
deserve a big shout out for their untiring commitment to future generations.    

We as members of the Sustainability Commission are working hard to fulfill our mission 
statement, which is:   

 
“The people of Forest Grove are committed to improving the quality of life in our community by 
providing stewardship of our economic, social, environmental and cultural resources in a manner 
that is equitable for all present and future generations.”  With your direction and support we will 
do the actions listed in the Work Plan as well as being responsible to pursue other efforts related 
to sustainability beyond the Work Plan. 

Brandi Walstead, staff support person to the Commission, also deserves a shout out.  She put 
together the PowerPoint presentation that Brian Schimmel, former chair, will use to highlight the 
Work Plan and then ask for your feedback.    

                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

Intel still a big contributor to the US Chamber of Commerce but Nike, Apple, pulled out of the 
Chamber of Commerce 

This is why over 6200 businesses, many of them small, and 53 local chambers of commerce, 
have signed on to the “US Chamber Doesn’t Speak for me” campaign. While the US Chamber of 
Commerce teams up with Big Oil over an export pipeline that would bisect our country, these 
businesses are committed to a planet safe from catastrophic climate change.  Maybe this question 
needs to be asked of Howard and the Chamber Board. 

Last year, the Chamber spent $33 million during the 2010 mid-term elections (almost entirely on 
Republican candidates), yet it claims to be a non-partisan advocate for small businesses. 

Dale 

http://chamber.350.org/ 

What does the U.S. Chamber of Commerce have to do with 
Climate Change? 

The US Chamber is controlled by a handful of dirty energy 
companies and opposes every single effort to curb climate 
pollution 

 

Pictures on next page.  

http://chamber.350.org/
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March 11, 2013 

US Chamber teams up with Big Oil to promote pipeline 

Yesterday, The Hill reported that the US Chamber of Commerce is teaming up with the 
American Petroleum Institute to run a “grassroots” project to combat “misinformation” about the 
Keystone XL pipeline. Putting API, Big Oil’s front group aside, the US Chamber of Commerce 
has its own misinformation problems. Let’s review the numbers: 

http://chamber.350.org/resources
http://chamber.350.org/resources/
http://chamber.350.org/2013/03/us-chamber-teams-up-with-big-oil-to-promote-pipeline/
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/287133-us-chamber-api-go-grassroots-in-keystone-battle


• The US Chamber functions like a beltway consulting firm, hired out by big corporations–it spent 
$132,000,000 on lobbying and electoral battles in 2010. 

• The US Chamber is anti-science: of the $32,000,000 the Chamber spent on the 2010 midterm 
elections, 94% went to climate change deniers. 

• The Chamber is consistently on the wrong side of history, lobbying against engagement in WWII, 
against the Civil Rights Act, against the Americans with Disabilities Act and against the Clean Air 
Act. 

• The US Chamber has a crisis of legitimacy. While it claims to represent 3,000,000 businesses, 
only 200,000 are involved in the Chamber in any significant way, and 16 multinational 
corporations provide the vast majority of its funding. 

This is why over 6200 businesses, many of them small, and 53 local chambers of commerce, 
have signed on to the “US Chamber Doesn’t Speak for me” campaign. While the US Chamber of 
Commerce teams up with Big Oil over an export pipeline that would bisect our country, these 
businesses are committed to a planet safe from catastrophic climate change. 

--------------- 

Last year, the Chamber spent $33 million during the 2010 mid-term elections (almost entirely on 
Republican candidates), yet it claims to be a non-partisan advocate for small businesses. 

 

 



Wenzl: Act on science - pass Clean Energy Jobs 
Malynda Wenzl 
https://portlandtribune.com/fgnt/37-opinion/385265-273849-wenzl-act-on-science-pass-
clean-energy-jobs 
NewsTimes, published in paper Wed Jan 31, 2018 

  
 

'As a teacher, as a mom and as a Forest Grove city councilor, I care about ensuring ... Oregon 
moves forward.' 
 
Science is under attack. It's a strange time when facts we don't like are dismissed as partisan 
opinions to be thrown aside. As the eighth grade's leadership advisor at Neil Armstrong Middle 
School, I teach my students critical thinking skills that will carry them into adulthood. 
My mother is a teacher; I learned from her what a privilege it is to teach kids things that open their 
minds, not to dismiss scientific findings we don't like as "fake news" just because we wish the results 
were different. 

And believe me, sometimes I do wish the results were different. I wish that 97 percent of scientists 
hadn't reached consensus on the fact that our planet is warming. But that's a fact, and it's time we 
act on this reality to mitigate climate change. 

Last spring, many attended the March for Science to champion robust and public science as a pillar 
of human freedom and prosperity. This wasn't a march against the president, but it was a march to 
stand strong to prevent scientific facts from being undercut by his administration. 

Thankfully, Oregon is on a path driven by science. Our local and state leaders have acknowledged 
the importance of acting on climate, from passing the Clean Fuels Standard to enacting a law that 
transitions our state's power grid off of polluting coal. Now, we not only have an opportunity to lead, 
but an obligation to do so. Rollbacks at the federal level require us to stand strong, and passing the 
Clean Energy Jobs bill is the next thing we can do to move Oregon forward. 

Clean Energy Jobs would put a price and cap on pollution — pollution that science tells us is having 
a detrimental impact on our climate, communities, and air and water. The bill takes funds obtained 
through pricing pollution and reinvests them toward helping Oregon transition to a clean energy 
economy, one where students like mine can find jobs right here at home in solar, wind, geothermal 
and more. 

We've already seen what clean energy projects can do for our local community. Currently, more than 
52,000 Oregonians already work in the green economy producing $7 billion in goods and services. 
Two local examples are Thunderbolt Racing in Cornelius where fruit juice waste is converted into 
ethanol, and Blooming Nursery where the state's largest solar thermal project heats a 54,000-
square-foot greenhouse. Clean Energy Jobs will create opportunities for Oregon workers with new 
jobs and job training, and create an estimated 357 clean energy jobs in our community. Just imagine 
what major new investment could do for Washington County! 

As a teacher, as a mom and as a Forest Grove city councilor, I care about ensuring that Oregon 
moves forward. We owe it to future generations, and to ourselves, to leave a strong legacy of fact-
based action that makes the world a better place. I try to do my small part every day by helping our 
kids to thrive and know that their contributions to our society are needed and valued. Through my 
work on City Council, I try to elevate the concerns of our community and create policies that will help 
our local families succeed. And together, our state can do its part to help Oregon transition to a 
clean energy economy, to improve the health of our communities, and to lead the nation in acting on 
climate change by passing Clean Energy Jobs. 

Malynda Wenzl is a member of the Forest Grove City Council. 
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