
Mr./Ms.Chairperson,MembersOfTheCommittee,etc.et.al.,WhenIwas16yearsold,Iwalkedintoagunstoreand completelylegally purchasedahandgun.Atthattime,schoolshootingswerecompletelyunheardof.Sincethen,ourLegislatureshaveintheirinfinitewisdompiledonegunlawuponanother,totheaccompanimentofmoreandmoreviciousmassmurders.Oneiscompelledtorepeattheoldaphorism,"Insanityisdoingthesamethingoverandoveragain,andexpectingadifferentresult".Areyouevergoingtoaskthesimplequestion,whydidwenothavethesemurderspriortothe1960's?WhenisitgoingtooccurtoourLegislatorsthatperhapsmoreandmoregunlegislationissimplyuseless,andthatwhatyou'recalling"GunViolence"isnosuchthingatallbutratherafundamentalsicknessinsociety onethatyou'reapparentlyunwillingtoaddress,andperhapseventoadmitexists?Ordoyousimplynotcare,andarewillingtotolerateacertainlevelofviolenceinordertojustifyprogressivelydisarmingusforotherreasons?I'msorry,butIfindsuchapparentlymindlessobsessiveimplementationofnon solutionstoanonexistentproblemtobesimplyincomprehensible.Arewesupposedtojustblithelyacceptthat"societyhaschanged",and"weneedtoadapt" thatwemustnowacceptasnormal,livinginasocietywherepeoplesomehowfeelcompelledtomurdereachotheratrandom?Andarewethenfurtherexpectedtobelievethatthatthesolutionistopileonmoreandmorelawsattemptingtosomehowrestrictanyonefromfindingthemeanstocommitsuchcrimes?Allofthis,takentogether,seemstobeexactlywhatourLegislatorsareasking.Imustadmit,though,thattimesitreallyseemsasthoughacertainsegmentofthepopulationreallyhavecollectivelytakenleaveoftheirsenses,andareliterallylivinginfantasyland.Intheaftermathofarecentworkplaceshooting,afriendwhoworksforalocalcompanywasatlunchwithhisco workers,whowerediscussingtheincident.Oneofthemopinedthat"thatkindofthingcouldneverhappenhere".Whenaskedwhyhethoughtthatwasso,thispersonresponded,"Becausewehavearuleagainstbringinggunstowork".Apparently,thenotionthatcriminalsdon'tobeylawswasjusttooabstruseforhimtocomprehend,despite(and,onemayhope,notbecauseof)anadvancedengineeringdegree.CanweexpectnobetterthanthisfromourLegislators?InthepresentinstanceofHB4145,areyousomehowunabletorealizethatcriminalsdon'tobeyrestrainingordersorprohibitionsagainstowning"dangerousweapons"either?ThankYou.DaveSimmonsDallas,Oregon503.243.1399dspolitical@gmail.com


