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SB 59 B STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY Carrier: Rep. Keny-Guyer

House Committee On Human Services and Housing

Action Date: 05/23/17
Action: Do Pass the B-Eng bill.

Vote: 7-0-2-0
Yeas: 7 - Keny-Guyer, Meek, Nearman, Noble, Olson, Piluso, Stark

Exc: 2 - Gorsek, Sanchez
Fiscal: Has minimal fiscal impact

Revenue: No revenue impact
Prepared By: Cassandra Soucy, LPRO Analyst

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Authorizes Long Term Care Ombudsman (LTCO) to appear in existing protective proceeding and file motion to
remove a fiduciary, modify powers of a fiduciary or terminate protective proceeding. Limits information LTCO may
disclose to court about resident of long term care facility, residential facility or adult foster home. Makes certain
visitor reports, and information disclosed by LTCO, confidential in court file absent good cause.

Declares emergency, effective on passage.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Purpose of Long Term Care Ombudsman in courts
 Authority of Long Term Care Ombudsman in courts
 Barriers to utilizing authority

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:
Oregon law does not currently provide a mechanism for the Long Term Care Ombudsman (LTCO) to petition a court
for protective orders on behalf of a resident of a long term care facility, residential facility or adult foster home, and
concerns about confidentiality inhibit the LTCO from filing petitions without explicit authorization. The current
practice of the LTCO is to request protective orders through the Department of Human Services under its authority in
statute (ORS 125.012). This authority only extends to abuse cases and not cases where other individual rights are
concerned. 

Senate Bill 59 B authorizes the LTCO to file a motion in a protective proceeding to remove a fiduciary, modify the
powers of a fiduciary or terminate the proceeding. The bill limits the information the LTCO may disclose to the court
about residents of certain care facilities, and requires the court, absent good cause, to keep confidential specified
information in the proceeding in which the LTCO appears. 


