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Current reporting requirements in Oregon
Quarterly Reports

Lobbyists 
• Total amount of money spent by lobbyist for the purpose of lobbying 

• Include name of official, date, name of payee, purpose and amount of 
expenditure

Lobbyist employers
• Total amount of money spent for lobbying activities of lobbyist 

• Name of official, date, name of payee, purpose and amount of expenditure



States with comprehensive reporting requirements

Colorado

Idaho

Massachusetts

New Jersey 

Rhode Island

South Carolina



Who has to report?
Colorado: Professional lobbyists; lobbyist firms; state officials and state employees 
engaged in lobbying

Idaho: Lobbyists

Massachusetts: Executive and legislative agents; employers of executive or legislative 
agents; groups that don’t employ lobbyists but spend more than $250 per year lobbying

New Jersey: Governmental affairs agents receiving/spending $2,500 a year to lobby; 
lobbyists (has a meaning similar to "principal" or "lobbyist employer" in other states)

Rhode Island: Lobbyists; principals, persons who engage lobbyists to act as lobbyists

South Carolina: Lobbyists; principals; state agencies



How often do they report?
Colorado: Monthly/annually

Idaho: Monthly/annually

Massachusetts: Biannually

New Jersey: Quarterly/annually

Rhode Island: Monthly during session/quarterly during interim

South Carolina: Biannually



What do lobbyists report in Colorado?
Professional lobbyists: 
• Source and amount of all income for lobbying

• Expenditures made for gifts or entertainment and name of public official

• Payments made for mass communication in which the professional lobbyist or their employer/agent has 
caused to be published relating to lobbying

• Nature and specifics of the legislation (including bill number and position on bill), standards, rules, or 
rates

State agencies: 
• Amount of each expenditure of public funds used for lobbying 

• Legislation being lobbied 

• Estimate of the time spent on lobbying or preparation thereof by any state official or employee of the 
department



What do lobbyists report in Idaho?
Lobbyists:

• Totals of expenditures lobbyist made or caused their employer to make, not including direct 
payments to the lobbyist

• Name of public official who received expenditure greater than $100, date, payee, purpose 
and amount of expenditure

• Expenditures for benefit of members of public official’s household, itemized if exceeded $110

• If employed by more than one employer, proportionate amount of expenditures in each 
category on behalf of each employer

• Subject matter of proposed legislation and the number of each bill, resolution, or memorial 

• Any rule, ratemaking decision, procurement, contract, bid or bid process, financial services 
agreement or bond lobbyist has supported or opposed during reporting period

• For appropriations bills, lobbyist shall enumerate specific section or sections which they 
supported or opposed



What do lobbyists report in Massachusetts?
Executive/legislative agents: 
• Itemized list of campaign contributions and lobbying expenditures
• Categories include meals, gifts, transportation, entertainment, advertising, public relations, printing, mailing and telephone

• Must include payee names, amount paid to each; names of candidate or political committee receiving contribution, and amount 
and date of each contribution. 

• For meals, entertainment or transportation, identify by date, place, amount, and the names of all persons in the group partaking

• List of all bill numbers of legislation acting to influence if bill number specifically referenced while acting 
to promote, oppose or influence legislation

Employers: 
• Itemized list of lobbying expenditures in categories listed above with payee names and amount paid to 

each
• If made for meals, entertainment or transportation, expenditure shall be identified by date, place, amount, and names of all 

persons in the group 

• If compensation is included as part of regular salary or retainer, statement shall specify amount of agent's salary or retainer 
allocable to their legislative duties



What do lobbyists report in New Jersey?
Quarterly reports
• Description of legislation and any general category or type of legislation, regulation, or governmental 

process lobbied or actively promoted or opposed during quarter

Annual reports  
• Expenditures relating to communication with, or providing benefits to, legislators or staff, members of 

executive branch, or communication with the general public
• If expenditure is less than $25 per day on one person, aggregate reported by category

• If more than $25, detailed separately with name of the recipient, date and type of expenditure, amount and to whom paid

• If aggregate expenditures for one official exceed $200 per year, detailed report with type of expenditures, name of intended 
recipient, amount and to whom paid

• If aggregate expenditures for communication with general public exceed $100 for one occasion, include date and type of 
expenditure, amount and to whom paid

• Whether governmental affairs agent serves on certain state/local authorities, boards or commissions 
and date upon which term expires



What do lobbyists report in Rhode Island?
Lobbyists:
• All compensation that lobbyist received for lobbying

• Name(s) of the person(s) who paid compensation

• All expenditures made for purpose of lobbying, other than routine office expenses

• All money and anything of value provided or promised to elected official when aggregate exceeds $250 in 
current calendar year

• All campaign contributions in excess of $100 made to any elected state official, candidate for state elected 
office or PAC

• Legislation by bill number or by the subject matter(s) of the lobbying

• Executive branch officials or public bodies lobbied

Lobbyist Employers:
• All compensation paid to lobbyists and lobbying firms for purposes of lobbying

• All expenditures made for purpose of lobbying, other than routine office expenses

• All money and anything of value provided or promised to any legislative or executive branch official which in 
the aggregate exceeds $250 in current calendar year



What do lobbyists report in South Carolina?
Lobbyists and Principals:

• Official name, number, or description of legislation, covered agency actions, or covered gubernatorial actions on which the reporting lobbyist 
lobbied 

• Sources, amounts of lobbyist's income or amounts and recipients of all lobbying compensation the principal paid

• Itemized totals of all amounts spent in on lobbying

• Name of each member of judiciary lobbied or received expenditure and an itemized account of amount expended for each member of judiciary 

• Statement detailing certain business relationships lobbyist or lobbyist principal has with public officials and agency employees

• Any commercial transaction between lobbyist or lobbyist's principal and public official or agency employees 

Additional Requirements for Principals:
• Names of public officials on whose behalf a lobbyist's principal initiated or made expenditures, and an itemized list of the amount spent on 

each public official

• Name of each member of the judiciary lobbied or received expenditures and an itemized account of amount expended by lobbyist for each 
member of the judiciary. 

• Names of members of the organization who contributed more than $500 per year or 20 percent of all contributions to the organization.

State Agencies: 
• Legislation, covered agency actions, or covered gubernatorial actions about which the persons engaged in lobbying 

• Recipients and amounts of all lobbying income

• Itemized account of all expenditures made or incurred by agency lobbyists on lobbying

• Name of public officials on whose behalf the state agency or department initiated or made expenditures, itemized account of the amount 
expended by agency or department for each public official

• Reimbursement of or allowable expenditures to public officials



What acts require duty to report?
Colorado: “Communicating directly, or soliciting others to communicate, with a covered official for the purpose of aiding in or influencing…drafting, 
introduction, sponsorship, consideration, debate, amendment, passage, defeat, approval, or veto..., preparation of an initial fiscal impact 
statement…,convening of a special session or the specification of business to be transacted at such special session…, and the drafting, 
consideration, amendment, adoption, or defeat of any rule, standard, or rate of any state agency having rule-making authority.”

Idaho: “Attempting through contacts…to influence the approval, modification or rejection of legislation…or to develop or maintain relationships 
with, promote goodwill with, or entertain members of the legislature or executive officials. ” 

“Communicating with an executive official to influence consideration, amendment, adoption or rejection of any rule of rulemaking…or any 
ratemaking decision, procurement, contract, bid or bid process, financial services agreement, or bond issue.”

Massachusetts:  “Any act to promote, oppose, influence or attempt to influence legislation, or to promote, oppose or influence the governor's
approval or veto thereof including, without limitation, any action to influence the introduction, sponsorship, consideration, action or non-action 
with respect to any legislation…”

New Jersey: “An attempt to influence legislation, regulations, or governmental processes by communicating with, or providing a benefit to, a high 
level State official.” Communication with the general public is considered grassroots lobbying. 

Rhode Island: “Acting directly or soliciting others to act for the purpose of promoting, opposing, amending, or influencing any action or inaction by 
any member of the executive or legislative branch of state government, or any public corporation.”

South Carolina: “Promoting or opposing through direct communication with public officials or employees: the introduction or enactment of 
legislation before the General Assembly or its committees or members, covered gubernatorial actions, covered agency actions, or consideration of 
the election or appointment of an individual to a public office elected or appointed by the General Assembly.” 



HB 2577
Who has to report?
• Lobbyists and Lobbyist Employers

How often do they report?
• Quarterly

What do they report?
• Each bill lobbied on and whether lobbyist lobbied in favor, in opposition, or sought amendments to 

legislation 
• Each legislative topic that was not a bill that lobbyist lobbied on
• Each person or entity that hired lobbyist and amount person or entity paid lobbyist

What acts require duty to report?
• “Influencing, or attempting to influence, legislative action through oral or written communication with 

legislative officials, solicitation of executive officials or other persons to influence or attempt to 
influence legislative action or attempting to obtain the good will of legislative officials.”


