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Share of Govt Workers Has 
Been Relatively Stable
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Keeping Up With the Private 
Sector in Rural Areas



Oregon Public Sector Wages
Share of All Wages, 2016

Data: QCEW  |  Source: Oregon Employment Department, Oregon Office of Economic Analysis
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Recessionary Buffer

Demand For Public 

Services

Delayed Funding 

Losses
Increased Caseloads for Need-Based 

Healthcare and Income 

Maintenance Programs (e.g. 

Medicaid, SNAP, TANF and UI)

Use of Budget Reserves, Fund 

Sweeps and other Revenue 

Enhancements at State and Local 

Level

Increased Enrollment at Public 

Colleges & Universities

Increased Federal Funds via 

Automatic Stabilizers and Stimulus 

Spending
Very Large Cyclical Declines in Key 

Private Rural Industries 

(Manufacturing, Construction & Ag) 

Property Taxes Are Often Divorced 

From the Business Cycle 

(Fundamentals and M50)

Income Tax Declines Lag Job Losses

Time Lag For Infrastructure and 

Other Large Capital Projects

Shift to the Public Sector During Recessions



Oregon Office of

Economic Analysis
6

Tomorrow’s Jobs
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