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Chair Barnhart and Members:

Do not pass this bill out of committee.

There is little reason to approve this bill. It sounds as if it is a nascent “METRO BILL” for
Central Oregon counties. If the legislature adopts this bill, there does not appear to be a way
for the voters of the counties to approve this tax. The tax may be imposed by the “approval of
governing bodies of affected cities and counties in the entity territory.” This is unacceptable.

We are entering virgin territory of regional transit in Central Oregon. Let’s back off and create
it with other resources rather than throwing “more government” at the issue. The Central
Oregon Intergovernmental Council (COIC) does not have the internal skills necessary to
conceive, build and manage a transportation system. In fact, probably government should stay
out of any service that is found in the “Yellow Pages.” Commercial operators could handle the
inter-city (hub to hub) operations and local entities could handle the spoke functions (intra-
city) if a transportation system is indeed necessary. 

Oregon is known as “The Land of the Empire Builders,” but HB 2745  should not be deemed
“Manifest Destiny” for Central Oregon.

Regards,

Mike Folkestad
Kate Adams
Jefferson County

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Downloads/CommitteeAgenda/HREV/2017-
05-22-13-00
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HB    2745 A


HB    2904 


HB    3146 A


HB    2286 
(Carried Over from the 5-18 Agenda) Requires that transfer of tax credit follow uniform transfer procedures. 


Room:     


Revision 1   Posted: MAY 18  03:39 PM


Authorizes certain intergovernmental entities created to operate, maintain, repair and modernize nonrail transportation 
facilities to impose property taxes in support of those purposes, or issue general obligation bonds supported by 
property tax revenues, if entity obtains approval of governing bodies of affected cities and counties in entity territory. 


For purposes of rural enterprise zone program, provides alternative criterion for eligibility for certification of facility 
located in county outside all metropolitan statistical areas. 


Lowers, for counties outside all metropolitan statistical areas, wage requirements for certain economic development 
programs from at least 150 percent of certain county or state measurements to at least 130 percent of such county or 
state measurements. 






