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Chair Dembrow and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 2525-A, a bill that modifies requirements 
relating to donating game meat to charitable organizations.  The Humane Society of the United 
States urges the committee to adopt the Dash-3 amendments to the bill to address the toxic threat 
posed by lead ammunition fragments in any game meat being donated to charitable 
organizations. 
 
Lead is a highly toxic substance.i Lead poisoning has been documented in humans for over 2,500 
yearsii and its effects on human health are widely known. The Centers for Disease Control states 
that there is no safe level of lead exposure.iii Over the years, lead has been removed from various 
paints, gasoline, pipes and a host of other items to protect human health and our environment. 
Yet lead exposure through hunting ammunition continues to pose a threat to human health. Lead 
ammunition is the “greatest, largely unregulated source of lead knowingly discharged into the 
environment in the United States.”iv  
 
Although the effects of lead exposure are a potential concern for all humans, young children are 
most at risk. Lead can cause irreversible damage to the brain and nervous system, behavioral 
problems, anemia, liver and kidney damage, hearing loss, hyperactivity, developmental delays 
and, in extreme cases, death.v 

 
In adults, lead poisoning can cause poor muscle coordination, nerve damage to the sensory 
organs and nerves controlling the body, increased blood pressure, hearing and vision impairment 
and reproductive problems.vi Failure to treat lead poisoning in the early stages can cause long-
term or permanent health damage. 
 



Individuals who consume meat from animals killed with lead ammunition are at risk for lead 
exposure.vii Lead ammunition is highly fragmentable and nearly impossible to remove 
completely from meat.viii Lead fragments can be found as far as 18 inches from the bullet wound 
channel.ix Lead fragments in game meat include not only larger, visible pieces, but also tiny 
nanoparticles invisible to the naked eye.x Lead hunting ammunition needlessly exposes humans 
to this toxic substance. Game meat is a common dietary staple for many families throughout the 
United States and lead-based ammunition fragments found in game meat can substantially raise 
lead levels in humans.xi,xii 
 
The best way for people to avoid risk of lead exposure from ammunition is to avoid eating wild 
animals shot with lead ammunition. For the safety of families in need, game meat donated to 
charitable organizations should not be shot with lead ammunition and should not processed be in 
facilities that may have lead contamination from other wild-killed animals.xiii 
 
Other states recognize the threat posed by lead-contaminated game meat. North Dakota advises 
food pantries not to distribute or use donated ground venison because of contamination from lead 
fragments.

xviii

xiv The Minnesota Department of Health recommends that pregnant women and 
children younger than six not eat venison harvested using lead ammunition.xv Others advise that 
using non-lead ammunition can eliminate potential lead exposure from processed venison.xvi, 

xvii,  
 
Thank you for considering this information.  
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