
	  

	   1	  

 
 

April 4, 2017 
 
 
House Committee on Energy and Environment 
Hearing of April 5, 2017, 3:00 pm 
RE: HB 3386 
 
Comments Submitted Electronically 
 
Dear Chair and Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on HB 3386, and its potential impact 
on the Oregon Clean Fuels Program (the “CFP”).   
 
This letter provides the comments of the Low Carbon Fuels Coalition.  The Coalition 
represents a broad range of low carbon fuel providers including producers and developers 
of biodiesel, ethanol, renewable natural gas, waste-derived fuels and retail low carbon 
fuel providers.    The Low Carbon Fuels Coalition tracks regulations and legislation, 
advocates for policies that benefit the entire low carbon fuels industry, and facilitates 
industry success through consensus and coalition building.   
 

Strong Support for CFP 
 

At the outset, we would like express the Coalition’s strong support for the CFP.  The CFP 
is well-designed to achieve a vital objective:  the reduction of greenhouse gas pollutants 
that cause climate change. The CFP begins to account for the true costs of fossil fuels, 
enables the transition to more sustainable clean fuels, and contributes to climate 
stabilization.  
 
In March 2015, Oregon’s Legislature and Governor approved SB 324 to implement the 
CFP, and directed the Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) to methodically 
evaluate cost containment mechanisms.  As Executive Director of the Coalition, I have 
appreciated the opportunity to participate in the EQC’s Advisory Committee along with 
colleagues representing diverse stakeholders including petroleum companies, consumer 
groups, utilities, truckers, and environmental groups.  I have included the Advisory 
Committee roster, background and objectives, as part of this exhibit.1   

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Roster	  and	  excerpts	  of	  the	  Charter	  downloaded	  from	  
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/rulemaking/Pages/cfp2017.aspx	  
(download	  of	  April	  4,	  2017).	  
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The EQC is conducting the rulemaking, known as “Clean Fuels Program Improvements 
2017” in an exemplary fashion.   The schedule for the committee was established at the 
outset, there are well-organized agendas for each meeting, and there is ample opportunity 
for both stakeholders and the general public to provide input to the process.  Simply put, 
the CFP Improvements rulemaking is democracy at its finest combining clear legislative 
action, executive branch stewardship, and public involvement to facilitate well-designed 
policy in the fuels sector.  We would highly recommend that the CFP Improvements 
rulemaking be allowed to fulfill the task that SB 324 assigned it, and are confident that 
Oregon will be well-served by the outcome of the process, including in the cost 
containment sector. 
 
By contrast, HB 3386 contains features that appear more likely to undermine rather than 
accomplish the objectives of Oregon’s Clean Fuels Program.  The bill lacks a cohesive 
policy design and is continuously being altered.  To the extent that it contains policy 
proposals of merit, we would recommend that these proposals be introduced into the CFP 
Improvements rulemaking process. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Thank you for Oregon’s leadership in the vital area and for considering our input to the 
committee. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 

     	  
     Graham Noyes 
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