
We Have 
A Problem



Structural 
Changes 

to the 



Stagnate/
Declining Wages -

17% Work full time, 
but earn less than 

$25k
20% on 

Food Stamps
301,792     

Highest in 
the Nation!

16.5% in 
Poverty -
640,00 

Oregonians



Pockets of Poverty
Counties with 20% or more poverty among adults 18 to 64
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Declining 
Resources

Community 
Colleges**

$43,430,815

TANF**

$29,149,658

Federal
Workforce

Programs**

$18,386,898

Federal Funding 
for Key 

Workforce & 
Education 

Programming*

$400,000,000

*Since 2010
**Between 2002-2015



Skill Shortages 
In Key Industries



Prosperity 1000



East 
Multnomah County

20% 
The largest concentration of poverty in the State -

more than 120,000 people



How it Works

Oregon General 

Fund

Year 1

Oregon General 

Fund

Year 2

$2.5 Million

Oregon’s Public Workforce System

$2.5 M

$3.75 Million
$2.5 M $1.25 M SNAP 50/50 

Match 

Year 2

$1.875 Million
$ 1.875 M

SNAP 50/50 

Match 

Year 3

• Occupational training and job placement in target industries for 1000 Oregonians

• Restored federal employment and training funds for Oregonians in Poverty. 



Current Partners (and growing):

Worksystems
Oregon Employment Department
Mount Hood Community Colleges

Oregon Department of Human Services
Oregon Business Council

Oregon Workforce Partnership
City of Portland

Lake County
Multnomah County

City of Gresham
Port of Portland

Portland Development Commission
Association of Oregon Counties


