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Dear Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources:

I would like to extend my sincere condolence for the loss of your late
colleague, Alan Bates.  While I understand the reasoning behind the
“Memorial” bill SB3, Oregon Mining Laws are already too restrictive,
even to the point of almost killing the industry.

While your public hearings are held to allow various groups and
individuals to speak their mind and give opinions, one thing seems to
always be ignored; the science.

There are seven (7) published Environmental Impact Reports which
have unanimously concluded that the impact of Small Scale Gold
Suction Dredge Mining (I believe High Banking and Booming could also
be included) on the environment is LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT!
 
1.    Results from the 1992 Chugach National Forest, Alaska Report of
Water Quality Cumulative Effects of Placer Mining (“impact is less than
significant”).
2.    Results from the 1994 Department of Fish and Game, California
Final Environmental Impact Report (“impact is less than significant”).
3.    Results from the 2001 Siskiyou National Forest, Oregon Draft
Environmental Impact Report, Suction Dredging Activities (“impact is
less than significant”).
4.    Results from the 2004 Clearwater National Forest, Idaho
Environmental Impact Supplemental Statement (“impact is less than
significant”).
5.    Results from the 2012 Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, Oregon
Final Supplement Environmental Impact Statement (“impact is less than
significant”).
6.    U.S. Environment Protection Agencies Biological Evaluation “Small
Suction Dredge Placer Mining in Idaho (“impact is less than significant”).
7.    Results from the 2012 Department of Fish and Wildlife, California
Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (“impact is less than
significant”).
 
The most recent study done within the Rogue River-Siskiyou National
Forest by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration;
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		suction dredging 1

		suction dredging 2.









National Marine Fisheries Service in California and Oregon published
August 4, 2016 concurs with the seven listed above.

Facts are facts.  The Oregon Legislature cannot continue to ignore the
science.  It should not cater to special interest groups to the point where
it destroys a contributing (17 million dollars!) part of the state’s
economy.  If salmon numbers are down, it’s not from mining!

Eights studies to date have determined that Small Scale Placer Mining
such as Suction Dredging, High Banking (aka Power Sluicing) and
Booming (aka Dry Land Dredging) does no harm to the environment,
the ecosystem or aquatic species.
 
I am asking you to not send SB3 to the Senate floor!
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Walter R Evens
Cottage Grove
 
Attachment:  I have included a copy of the August 2016 study for your
review.
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