
HB 2971 Testimony, March 29, 2017 

 

Increases number of video lottery game terminals allowed on premises of race meet 

licensee that qualifies as video lottery game retailer to 50 terminals. 

Chair Paul Holvey and members of the House Committee on Business and Labor, 

The Oregon Constitution prohibits casinos.  Yet we have hundreds, even thousands, of ‘mini 

casinos’ in the state, with six slots apiece.  There have been attempts to institute larger casino 

projects, but these would require amendment of the constitution.  However, one organization has 

managed to sidestep this impediment.  Portland Meadows has over 150 slot machines:  The 

machines resemble slots and the bets are made on actual races from the past. The old races are on 

video, but horse names are withheld so bettors can't know the winner in advance. Gamblers 

could visit the track site year-round to place bets on the machines.  (Oregonian, May 23, 2013) 

In other words, these are pure games of chance, requiring no skill.  The gambler is not even 

aware that their operation is governed by the results of some long ago and far removed event.  If 

it looks like a slot, smells like a slot, and acts like a slot, then it’s a slot.  The horse races are a 

ruse; they are just a different form of random number generator as far as participants are 

concerned.  Portland Meadows also has ten Oregon Lottery video terminals, i.e. government 

slots. and a huge poker room.  Portland Meadows is a de facto casino, in violation of the 

constitution. 

The addition of more gambling options troubles consultant Dr. Jeff Marotta, a problem gambling 

expert.   "Electronic gambling machines are the most problematic form of gambling out there—

outside of Internet gambling. There's a reason they're restricted," Marotta says.  

Problem gambling is associated with bankruptcies, failed marriages, brushes with the law, even 

embezzlement and prison time.  Those most affected may turn to suicide as the only escape from 

their addiction.  Is expansion of gambling worth the cost to individuals and society? 

Finally, others will argue this is good for business and the economy.  However, just the opposite 

is true.  Studies estimate the economic and social costs of gambling are at least as great as the 

generated revenues.  Why bother?   

Small and medium businesses in NE Portland will surely be hurt as some will spend their money 

at Portland Meadows, meaning fewer restaurant meals, theater tickets, bowling nights, even 

furniture, appliances and cars sold.  But in this case, it is even worse.  The vendor’s profit goes to 

Canada, meaning dollars NOT spent in the local community have no multiplying beneficial 

effect on business and community.  Please put this special-interest measure to rest, as it is not 

good for Oregon. 

David Elsbernd, Board Member 

Voices of Problem Gambling Recovery 

  

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Measures/Overview/HB2971


Sample Portland Meadows machine: 

 
  



 


