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ST. HELENS WATERFRONT PLANNING

• St. Helens has been proactive about 

redevelopment since the mills started closing in 

early 2000s

• Planning efforts have succeeded in engaging the 

local community and building momentum toward 

redevelopment

• St. Helens has leveraged City, State and federal 

funds to build a robust long-term vision for the 

waterfront
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WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

LAGOON

• 39 Acre Lagoon
• Operated Since 1971
• Designed for:

o City Sewage
o Boise Cascade Pulp Production

• Excess Capacity
o Sized for 40 MGD
o Current Use = 3 MGD

WASTEWATER LAGOON



WORK COMPLETED

• Initial technical and feasibility analyses

• Detailed market analyses

• Governance and funding options evaluation

• Initial wastewater treatment plant impacts 

analysis



Fill Volume 20-Year Demand

2.2 – 4.0 M cubic yards   6.1 – 8.4 M cubic yards

DEMAND ESTIMATE



IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

• The facility would receive only sediment, 
sludge and soil. No construction debris or 
putrescible, industrial, or hazardous waste 
would be accepted.

• The site is a viable location for disposal of 
sediment and soil. 

• There are no competitive facilities with the 
ability to directly offload sediment from 
barges. This eliminates additional handling 
and reduces the overall cost and 
environmental impact.



ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

• Demand is high, the main drivers are: 

o Lower Willamette River channel deepening

o Portland Harbor Superfund Site remediation 

o Brownfield remediation

o Miscellaneous sources (e.g. maintenance dredging, 

docks)

• St. Helens is strategically located, close to a large 

customer base. Greatly reduced transportation costs 

make it the single-most cost-effective alternative

• Net present value analyses show a range of $106M -

$141M for City use



• Construction, operation, and maintenance will 

provide long-term employment opportunities

• Property created and developed will allow for 

long-term economic amenities (e.g. concert 

venue, commercial space, tournament-level 

sports facilities)

• Revenues generated are kept in-state

ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
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