
MembersoftheCommittee,IamwritinginsupportofHB2128,Rep.Post'sbilltorescindtheregulationofpseudoephedrine.Thecurrentrestrictiononfreeaccesstowhatisabenign,effective,andwidelyneededmedicineisflawedinnumerousways.Themedicineitselfwassoldoverthecounterforyearsforreliefofcoldsymptoms,withfewifanyadverseconsequencesforpublichealthdespiteitsbeingquicklyanduniversallyavailable.Therecentlyimposedrestrictionsarebasedsolelyonitsmisusebycriminals,andeventhennotbyconsumptionofitforsomeillicitpurposebutmerelyasaningredientintheillegalmanufactureofmethamphetamine.Thiscombinationofcircumstancesindisputablyconstitutesaclearexampleofourmisguidedpublicpolicyofpunishinginnocents&inthiscase,evensickpeople&fortheactionofcriminals.Moreover,whilesuccessfullyrestrictingandinconveniencingtheinnocent&and,mightIadd,raisingthecostofthemedicineinthebargain&therestrictionshavebeencompletelyineffectiveinreducingtheavailabilityofmethamphetamine.Atmost,perhapsthosebenton"cookingmeth"havehadtofindothersourcesfortheiringredientsoralternativesynthesesfortheirdope.Meanwhile,therecent&andincreasing&seizuresoflargeamountsofmethamphetaminebytheOregonStatePoliceinthepossessionofMexicannationalstravelingtheI&5corridorbearswitnesstothefactthatanyresulting"unfilleddemand"formethamphetaminehasbeen"backfilled"bytheMexicandrugcartels&andasanypoliceofficerwilltellyou,theseseizuresprobablyrepresentlessthan10%ofwhatactuallyreaches"consumers"inOregon.Additionally,asisthecaseingeneralwithsuchmisdirectedattemptstoaddressissuesofpublichealthandsafety,restrictionsofthissortaremisguidedlyfocusedonaphysicalobjectormaterialwhichisbeingmisused,ratherthanontheculpabilityofthosemisusingit.Everypennyspentoncreating,enacting,andenforcingthislegislationwouldhavebeenbetterspentonanynumberofremedies,bothpunitiveandredemptive,directedatcriminaldrugmanufacturersandusers.Whichraisesanotherissue&thecostandavailabilityofmedicinesingeneral.Wehaverepeatedlyseenhowthecostofamedicinedropsdramaticallywhenprescriptionrequirementsareremovedandthemedicineisallowedtobesold"overthecounter".Usually,suchremovalsofrestrictionsarewidelyacclaimedasaresult&butsomehow,asaresultofmisusebyasmallminorityofcriminals,we'rewillingtoputatrulyinnocuousdrugbackonthe



prescriptionlist?Onecan'thelpbutconcludethatagain,intypicalmisguidedfashionwe'vetakenabigleapbackwards.OpponentsofHB2128willundoubtedlyraisedirewarningsofaresultingincreaseintheprevalenceof"methlabs".Sucharesultisdoubtful,consideringthetsunamiofdrugspouringacrossoursouthernborder,butifanythingisneededbywayoflegislationtodealwith"methlabs"itisagainnottheobjectsormaterialswhichshouldbeaddressedbutthecriminalactscommittedtherewith.Tothatend,enhancedpenaltiesshouldbeappliedtotheexposureofotherstotoxicchemicalswhileengagedindrugmanufacturing.Fundamentally,thisisthesameissueaswehavewithexplosionsandfirescausedby"hashoil"manufacturing.Theissueisnotthematerialsorobjectsinvolved&butanecanisters,inthecaseofthe"hashoil"makers&butthecreationofpublichealthhazardsbyincompetents.AndIstressthepointof"incompetence":bywayofillustration,wehavenowreachedsuchastatethattheeducational"chemistrysets"whichIandmostothersofmygenerationpossessedaschildrenandrarelyifeverabused,havenowpassedintohistory&regulatedoutofexistenceduetotheirmisusebyanincompetentfew,withcurrentandfuturegenerationstherebydeniedtheirunquestionableeducationalandentertainmentvalue.PleasepassHB2128.InadditiontoaddressingtheissuesIraiseabove,youwilltherebysendamuch&neededmessagetoyourconstituentsthatGovernmentisactuallycapableofrescindingrestrictionsandenhancingpersonalfreedom.ThankYouDaveSimmonsDallas,Oregon503.243.1399


