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Drivers Impaired by Non 
Controlled Substances



DESCHUTES COUNTY

 February 22, 2016

 Driver swerved across the center lane on Highway 97

 Crashed into a car with a mom, dad who is a 
firefighter and 5yo and flipped their car over

 Admitted to taking 6 different prescription 
medications

 Observations: lethargic, slurred speech, constricted 
pupils, staggered around while trying to walk, 
difficulty concentrating

 Urine only contained non-controlled substances





LANE COUNTY

 May 2, 2016

 Citizen saw driving earlier – weaving between lanes 
causing all traffic to stop to avoid crash

 Continued to drive erratically then missed a turn and 
crashed into a fence

 Observations: unable to stand, staggering, sprawled 
on the hood of car

 Prescribed non-controlled medication and admitted 
to taking 4 pills instead of the one prescribed

 Urine tested positive for 6 non-controlled substances



JACKSON COUNTY

 December 11, 2015

 Observed drifting from side to side on Table Rock 
Road

 Crossed over center divider and then drifted over fog 
line several times

 Varied speeds – at one point 15 in a 45

 Observations: slurred speech, confused throughout, 
performed very poorly on field sobriety tests, vital 
signs far outside average range (ie, pulse blood 
pressure)

 Urine tested positive for Benadryl, Nyquil, and 
Dextromethorphan, all non-controlled substances 



CLACKAMAS COUNTY

 May 26, 2016
 Concerned citizen called in a driver who was seen 

stumbling around Walmart and getting into his car
 The driver was seen abruptly cutting across lanes of traffic 

forcing three cars to take evasive moves as the car traveled 
onto the I-205 freeway on-ramp  

 Observations: extremely slurred speech, could not keep 
eyes open, could not stand upright without support, 
performed very poorly on field sobriety tests almost falling 
many times, passed out on the way to the station, green 
leafy substance all over driver  seat and center console and 
package of synthetic cannabinoid in his pocket labeled 
“Mad Pitbulls”

 Crime lab could not testify that the synthetic cannabinoid 
is a controlled substance due to chemical structure





MARION COUNTY

 May 23, 2016
 A driver was seen driving the wrong way down a one way road    
 Sitting on the passenger seat was an open bottle of cough 

suppressant containing dextromethorphan 
 When asked about the bottle, the driver admitted to drinking 

the entire bottle
 Observations: slurred speech, extremely slow movements, 

confused about where he was coming from and where he was 
going.  He displayed obvious impairment on the field sobriety 
tests  

 During an inventory of the car, officers found more empty 
bottles of cough syrup and some that were partially empty in the 
center console and back seat in addition to cooking sherry  

 The driver later admitted he consumes two bottles a day
 BAC - .00



Impairment With Controlled 
and Non Controlled Substances

Loophole



WASHINGTON COUNTY

 October 25, 2016

 Driver drove off the road and crashed his dump truck 
into a car on the shoulder of the road

 Citizens told officer there was “something wrong” 
with the driver

 Observations: lethargic, confused throughout, 
stumbling multiple times while trying to walk, 
unable to complete field sobriety tests

 Urine tested positive for Ambien, Flexeril (a non-
controlled muscle relaxant), and 3 other non-
controlled substances 






