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Keeping Students Safe

Implementing a Statewide School 
Safety and Prevention System
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Oregon Task Force on School Safety
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Our Proposal

• We propose establishing a statewide school safety and 
prevention system, with a four-pronged approach to 
improving school safety.

• Our model focuses on addressing four significant 
threats to student safety:  bullying, harassment, 
physical violence and youth suicide.
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Our Proposal

Our recommendation includes four main components:

1. Implement effective, evidence-based bullying and harassment prevention 
programs and support resiliency building/trauma informed care practices in 
Oregon Schools.

2. Promote student wellness and enhance youth suicide prevention efforts in 
schools.

3. Implement a multi-disciplinary student safety assessment system to help 
school personnel identify, assess and support students who present a 
potential risk for violence toward others.

4. Promote the use and implementation of Oregon’s statewide school safety tip 
line (SafeOregon).
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Systems Integration
Connection, Synergy and Coherence



Success, Achievement, Together...for All Students

Bullying and Harassment Prevention

• A review of relevant data illustrates why bullying 
and harassment prevention efforts need to be a 
central focus of any school safety and prevention 
system.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School Health

Source: 2013, 2015, 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey.  
NOTE:  Bullying was referred to as “harassment” in 2013 questionnaire.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School Health

Source: 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey

Lesbian or Gay        Straight                  Bisexual                Transgender or
gender nonconforming

Note: “Transgender or gender..” includes those 
who identified as transgender, gender fluid, 
genderqueer, gender nonconforming, 
intersex/intergender, multiple responses, and 
“not sure of gender”
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Youth Suicide Prevention and 
Wellness Promotion Efforts

• Suicide is the second leading cause of death among 
youth ages 10-24 in Oregon.

* Oregon Healthy Authority, 
2018



Success, Achievement, Together...for All Students

OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY
Health Systems Division
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Number of Youth Suicides
Oregon Youth aged 10-24

OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY data, 2018
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School Health

Source: 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey
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Student Safety Assessment

• Student safety assessment (threat assessment) is a 
promising practice recommended by the US Department 
of Education, the FBI and the US Secret Service.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School HealthSource: 2013, 2015, 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School HealthSource: 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey
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SafeOregon Data

Concerns reported to the 

Statewide School Safety Tip Line
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 Issues addressed by School Safety proposal.
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Organizational Chart

Student Safety Assessment 
Technical Assistance

Contract with School District
1.1 FTE

Program Administrator
ODE Employee

1 FTE
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School Safety & Prevention Specialists:
• Will be cross-trained and become specialists in student safety 

assessment, suicide prevention and bullying and harassment 
prevention.

• Will support school districts and their community partners by 
offering training, by assisting with program/plan 
development, by helping to establish and coordinate school 
and community teams, and by providing ongoing 
consultation, training and technical assistant.

• Will promote the use of the SafeOregon Tip Line.
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Budget
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Conclusion
Our proposal is not only a school safety proposal.  

It is also…
 An equity initiative

 An initiative to improve school climate

 A chronic absenteeism/attendance improvement initiative

 A student achievement initiative

 An initiative to improve the psychological safety for students and staff

 A moral imperative
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Thank you for the opportunity to 
share this information.

Questions?


