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Chair Vega Pederson and Members of the committee:

My name is Danielle Nichols, and I am a resident of the NE Portland Woodlawn
neighborhood. Fheughtmy-heme therein2013-Sinece-then,Since [ bought my home
almost 3 vears ago | have been subject to repeated hospital trips, in home breathing
treatments, and this summer my doctor has suggested we undergo a drastic form of
biologic immunotherapy to get me to breathe better.

[ had asthma as a child, but tFhese severe problems did not start until I moved into
my home, which, | learned, ranksfalls within-in the worst 11-15% of air quality in
the United States of America. We are downwind of Esco Corp’s metal factory and; in
range of a highly industrial district where thatmanufactures-glass, paint and-other
chemiealsand other manufacturing takes place. We're also; and-strikingly close to
the Colombia Industrial railway. This has created what now feels like a chemical
soup, right in my backyard.

[ originally moved to Portland 16 years ago because ferl thought it was a healthy

and env1ronmentallv conscientious c1tV Ir1 2015 alone —l-t—s—peeple—e#er—piﬁeﬁ}t—et-mc—

have—beenwent to the hospltal for near-—death breathmg 1nc1dents 4 t1mes—m—29—15
and-two more would means I am a candidate for social security benefits as a
disabled person. Most days, I just try to attend to life - [ hook myself up to a
breathing machine, I take medicine, I take body-wrecking steroids. The attacks |

have suffered mean that [ cannot move from my bed, cannot climb stairs, cannot
attend to the basic duties of caring for my three children. In fact, one —andttryte

continue-that so-my-children-donthave to-Beecause-ene-or more of my children have

missed school 2-timestwice in the past year to attend to me after such attacks;as

wants her children to take care of her at such a yvoung age when she should be able

to take care of them. It has become increasingly clear that Portland’s people over

pﬂ-r—ple—ham—a-nd—kﬂesvv—that—l am one ofyour citizens, one w1th a lowered life

expectancy due to the air I breathe. | want to staV in my community, but if do e

mvestmeﬂt—wrtlcws—l-ﬂl—sta%l fear that | w1lld+e~—at—least dle qulte a b1t earher
than Had-hepedif | lived somewhere else. The medicine [ am required to take to

help me breathe has increased my heart attack risk by 700% -; and at 34 [ already




have blood pressure issues. I have to take_this-the medicine to breathe but- the

medicine is killing my heart. Agirt's gotta-de, butagirlcanalso-bereally frustrated
and-angry-This isn’t how it should be.

[ have always wanted to call Pertland-Oregon home, but due to the negligence of the
DEQ, and inadequate air quality laws, | am being forced to consider leaving so that I
can live a longer and better life, instead of exist under a barrage of medical
experiments.

[ urge thise legislature Poertland-City-Couneil-to take immediate action immediately
on our air_quality 1ssues4est—Lm1—ast—aﬂ9%hePeasaaltthe—the—h%md-Feds—eﬁat—Hsk

Those of us who have weakened lungs ;-at-we-are-growingby-the-day-are literally
suffocating. We need you to intervene. -Pe-somethingorweallose:




