
Oregon Seed Certification Service 
http://seedcert.oregonstate.edu 

Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops and, together with the following specific regulations, constitute the certified Industrial Hemp 
standards. 
Varieties Certified:  Only varieties approved for production by Federal or local regulatory authorities may be eligible for seed 
certification.  Varieties may represent the following types1:  Monoecious, with male and female flowers on the same plant; 
Dioecious, with male and female flowers on separate plants; and (unisexual female) Hybrids, with sterile male and fertile 
female flowers on the same plant.   
Field History:  To produce Foundation and Registered seed, land must not have grown or been seeded to any Cannabis sp., 
Hops or Tobacco during the previous five years, for Certified seed three years, unless the previous crop was of the same 
variety and certified. Hemp must be planted in distinct rows.  OSCS must approve exceptions prior to planting. 
Field Inspections:  Three inspections may be required depending on the variety type and production generation; at least two 
inspections are required prior to seed harvest. The first inspection occurs before female (pistillate) flowers of the crop are 
receptive and after the formation of male (staminate) flowers, preferably before pollen is shed; the second inspection occurs 
during the receptive stage of female plants, normally within 3 weeks after first inspection; the third inspection, if necessary, 
occurs when off-type female flowers can be identified. The field application must be submitted within 60 days of planting, and a 
seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 

Field Standards: 

Class of Seed 
Produced Variety Type 

Maximum 
Number Of 
“Too Male” 

Monoecious 
Plants2 

Maximum 
Number Of 
Dioecious 

Male 
Plants 

Shedding 
Pollen2,3 

Maximum 
Number Of 

Other 
Impurities2 

Number Of 
Inspections 

Isolation Distance Required 

From 
Different 

Varieties Or 
Types 

From Lower 
Certified 
Class Of 

Same 
Variety 

Foundation4 
Monoecious 500 1 3 3 

3 miles 2 miles Dioecious -- -- 3 3 

Registered4 
Monoecious 1000 (10%) 2 10 3 

3 miles 1 mile Dioecious -- -- 10 2 

Certified4 
Monoecious -- 100 10 2 

1 mile -- Dioecious -- -- 10 2 
Hybrid -- 100 10 2 

Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 98.00% 
Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.50% 
Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 2.00% 
Weed seed5, maximum 0.10% 0.10% 0.25% 
Germination 85% 85% 85% 

Special notes:  

A.  Greenhouse production – For certification purposes, a greenhouse will be identified as a single “field.” 
B.  Growers may be required by Federal or local regulations to obtain THC test results from a recognized laboratory 
verifying that the THC content of their Industrial Hemp crop complies with applicable regulations.  Growers may be required 
to submit these results to OSCS to complete seed certification 

1 Although traditionally a crop with a Dioecious plant type, many Monoecious varieties of hemp have been developed.  Hemp is sexually 
polymorphic and often produces many different ratios of intersexual plant types that can increase rogueing requirements. Variety descriptions 
normally define these ratios. 
2 Maximum impurities allowed per 10,000 plants; applied as an average of six counts involving at least 10,000 plants each.  Includes off-types 
or other varieties. 
3 If Dioecious male plants start flowering before removal from field, all plants around them should be destroyed for a radius of 10 feet for 
Foundation and 7 feet for Registered seed crops. 
4 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
5 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor any docks, sheep sorrel or St. Johnswort allowed in any class of 
seed. 
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