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Members ofthe House Judiciary Committee,

Basic Rights Oregonworksto ensure thatalllesbian, gay, bisexual, transgenderand queer
Oregoniansexperience equality by buildingabroad and inclusive politically powerful
movement, shifting public opinionand achieving policy victories. Through our transgender
Jjusticeandracialjjustice programs, we seek to ensure that members of our community who
experience multiple forms of discriminationand navigate multiple systems ofinequitycan
changethepoliciesthat mostimpacttheirlives, sothat we canallworktoend homophobia,
transphobiaandracism. We know that our movement forequality is biggerthanonevote,
broaderthanoneissue,and strongerthanthe fearandintolerance that we mustovercome.

Law enforcement professionals should be asource of safety and protection. However, for
many transgenderand queer people of color,encounters with police officers bring
immense fear. According tothe National Transgender Discrimination Survey, nearly half of
transgender people say theywould feel somewhat orveryuncomfortable seeking police
assistance, while more thanathird are uncomfortable seeking theirhelp. Transgender
people of colorexperience higherlevels of discriminationand harassment fromlaw
enforcement. Thirty-eight percent of black transgender peoplereportexperiencing
transphobic police harassmentand 15 percent said they experienced assault by police.
Nine percentof Latinotransgenderindividualsalsoreportassaults by police.

Oregonneedsdatacollectionandoversight,accountability, and culturally competentlaw
enforcementtoaddressthediscrimination faced bycommunity members. Accurate data
willallow us to betterunderstand the experiences our community members are facing.
Greateraccountability willmake it so peopledon’t have tolivein fearand entire
communitiesare not castas suspect. Changingthe culture tocurb profiling willhelp create
saferand morejust communities.

Weaskthelegislaturetopass HB4003 and extend the workgroup sothattheyareableto
strongly considerthe experiences and stories of our community,and create anddevelop
strongrecommendations that will bring transparency, accountabhility and change for our
community.
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