Oregon TANF Alliance

Strengthening Families, Protecting Children

ol ding: Central City Concerns « Children First for Oregon » Community Action Partnership of Oregon
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon * Oregon Center for Public Policy + Oregon Food Bank
Oregon Housing Authorities « Oregon Hunger Task Force « Oregon Law Center

Oregon Women'’s Rights Coalition * Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon * Urban League of Portland

Helping Families Stabilize and Return to Work

On behalf of low-mcome parents and thelr chlldren,

‘we urge you to vote yes on HB 3535.

HB 3535: Temporary Ass1stance for Needy Fam1l1es (TANF ) Remvestment

The TANF program keeps ch1ldren safe and w1th theLr famllles TANF stablhzes households
with financial assistance, while connecting them to supportive commumty-based services.
During the Great recession, the legislatire, sought to maintain the safety net, rather than cut
access, and keep families together. Now with the econiomy iniproving, funding for targeted
services needs to be bolstered to help families increase income through work..

The TANF Alliance worked with DHS for 9 months to put forward the best package of target
services as a down payment on needed services to help: families move up and out of poverty.
We then part101pated in the House Housmg and Human Services workgroup to shape the final
provisions in HB 3535. R : :

HB 3535:
1) provides intensive services to move families into the workforce, -
2) assures their stability so they do not. fall deeper into poverty and remain employed, and
3) assures their ch1ldren are healthy, cared for and: equrpped to learn.

The resulting reforms 1noluded in I—IB_ 3 5-35 1spart of an 1nvestment of almost $30 million for
services that sustained major cuts during the last:two biennia.
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