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WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: 
Establishes Task Force on Willamette Falls Navigation Canal and Locks to study issues relating to repair, reopening and 

operation of canal and locks. Requires Task Force to make quarterly reports to Legislative Assembly. Declares emergency, 

effective on passage. 

 

ISSUES DISCUSSED: 

 

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: 

The -2 amendment deletes the requirement that the Oregon Department of Transportation provide staff support to 

the task force, and replaces it with the requirement that Oregon Solutions at Portland State University provide staff 

support to the task force. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

In response to dwindling commercial tonnage passing through the Willamette Falls Locks (WFL), and increasing 

costs for deferred maintenance and repairs, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACoE) changed the operational 

status of the WFL from “caretaker status” to “non-operational status” in December 2011. Commercial and 

recreational users upstream from Oregon City and Willamette Falls can no longer access markets, customers, or 

recreation sites downstream via the river. Likewise, downstream business and recreational river users can no longer 

access sites upstream from the falls. 

 

In September 2013, the ACoE gave notice of its intent to initiate a public consultation process under Section 106 of 

the National Historic Preservation Act to determine whether the closure action had adverse effects on the historic 

integrity of WFL. In May 2014, the ACoE released its finding of historic adverse effects and announced its intent to 

proceed with development of an agreement to determine how to best “avoid, minimize or mitigate” the identified 

adverse effect to the historic character of the WFL. In September 2014, the consulting firm ECONorthwest, under 

contract to the Willamette Falls Heritage Foundation, published the Willamette Locks Potential Report, providing 

information on potential operating costs and community benefits of reopening the WFL. Senate Bill 131 provides 

for the formation of an intergovernmental work group to identify federal and other sources of funding for the repair, 

reopening and operation of the WFL. 
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