
DESIGNED 
FOR YOU

WHERE POTENTIAL
MEETS OPPORTUNITY

The Future Connect Scholarship Program is a 
partnership between businesses, colleges and 
communities to help students find success at 
the next level of college and in their careers. 

FUTURE CONNECT IS 
 FOR YOU IF: 

• You are a high school student 
graduating this year from one of 
these school districts:  
 
 Portland Public  
 David Douglas  
 Gresham 
 Parkrose 
 Reynolds 
 Hillsboro  
 Beaverton 

• You plan to attend PCC 
beginning in the next fall term 

• You are either first generation  
or a low-income student

The application for the Future Connect 
Scholarship Program is available online 
beginning in December of each year. 

Visit www.pcc.edu/futureconnect to apply.

LET’S GET STARTED!
Future Connect

 

Phone: 971-722-6119

Email: futureconnect@pcc.edu

Web: pcc.edu/futureconnect

PCC Links are unique programs designed 
to help you get the education you need to 
reach your goals-no matter where you're 
starting from. You can create a better 
future for yourself, and our programs can 
help. Visit pcc.edu/links to learn more.

About PCC Links



Many high school students want to go to college, 
but feel like it just isn’t an option for them. If 
this is you, Future Connect is here to help you            
make it happen. 

Future Connect offers on-going financial  
and academic support to help you pay for college 
and excel in your classes. Many of our students 
are low-income or are the first in their families to 
attend college; we understand the challenges that 
come along with this, and we’re here to help. 

We believe that you have the potential to go far in 
life — and Future Connect can get you there. 

MAKE YOUR DREAMS  
OF GOING TO COLLEGE  

A REALITY

Future Connect has given me 
access to a ton of opportunities.  
I couldn’t be more thankful to 
everyone and definitely believe it 
can help anyone.

"Future Connect has opened up 
numerous opportunities for my 
education and never ending 
friendships with coaches and staff.

SCHOLARSHIP MONEY
Future Connect applicants who are 
selected for the scholarship will receive 
a minimum of $600 per year for up to 
three years.

COLLEGE SUCCESS COACH
A personalized academic advisor 
will help you navigate your college 
experience.

CAREER GUIDANCE
You will have the opportunity to take 
free classes focused on succeeding in 
your collegiate career  
and beyond.

JOB AND INTERNSHIP RESOURCE
Future Connect gives you access to 
internships that provide real-world 
experience and opportunities to learn 
from mentors at nearby four-year 
universities.

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
An intensive summer orientation before 
fall term, and continuing workshops and 
extracurricular gatherings throughout 
the school year, will help you transition 
to college, excel in your studies, and 
pursue your career goals

SCHOLARSHIPS AT THE  
NEXT LEVEL
Future Connect transfer students  
now have the opportunity to apply  
for scholarships at selected four  
year universities when they complete 
the program.

As a Future Connect student, 

you will have access to many 

resources, including:
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D— Cameron C., 
 Future Connect grad 
 and OSU student.

— Betty Y.,  
 Future Connect grad and full ride scholarship  
 recipient to Lewis and Clark College."
"



 

2011 -2012 
Scholarship 
and Success 

Coach !

2014 - 2015-
Leadership 

Development 
for students in 
the community!

2014 - 2015-
Leadership 

Development 
for students in 
the community!

2015-2016 - 
System wide 
outreach and 
connection to 

career 
opportunities!

Future Connect has worked 
alongside more than 1000 students 
from eight school districts across 
the Portland Metro Region since 

• Hillsboro School District  
• Portland Public Schools  
• Parkrose School District  
• Reynolds School District 

• Beaverton School District 
• Centennial School District 
• David Douglas School District 
• Gresham-Barlow District 

Initially, funding for this program 
supported student scholarships 
and a success coach.  The 
program has grown into a 
model system for connecting 
students who otherwise are off 
track to success at the college 
level. Developing internships, 
leadership opportunities and 
connecting students to their 
community is now at the 
forefront of how this program is 
changing Portland.   

Student leaders enroll in CG 190 - Intercultural Leadership courses. Our 
leadership and mentorship program aims to foster long term commitment to 
service and provides a transformative educational experience. Guided by a 
servant leadership philosophy, our students are committed to bettering our 

communities and campuses through service  
 



	  

	  

  

2015!
With the increased cost of 

tuition, deeper services, and 
serving a larger cohort (232)!
Future Connect can serve 

each students for 2 yeart at 
$2500 !

Today!
For $2500.00 Future Connect has 
a robust outreach system, online 

application, leadership 
development program, 

partnerships with PSU, Lewis and 
Clark College, Pacific University, 

The Renaissance Foundation and 
Portland Public Schools.!

2011!
$2000.00 supported one 
student for two years. We 
served 144 students that 

first year.!

“Future Connect has believed in me 
from the start and they’ve given me 

the confidence I needed to 
accomplish anything. They gave me 

the push I needed to believe in 
myself. Now I’m getting awesome 

grades.” 
Daniela Vivas-Giraldo  

“Without Future Connect, I 
wouldn’t have any clue about how 

any of this college stuff works.  
Because of the program and the 

amazing mentors, I’m much closer 
to reaching my goals.” 

Tiara Moxley 

“I didn’t have a person in my life 
who I could ask about college. I 

now have a coach who I can 
text/call/email to ask ANY 

questions. That personalized 
attention has made me feel 

confident about college.” 
Cameron Soto  
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With the leadership of two 
partners; The City of 
Portland and Portland 
Community College 
Foundation, Future 
Connect has grown to 
include more than 100 
individual donors, 
businesses and 
foundations as In 2011, $2000.00 

supported one student 
for two years. We 

served 144 students 
that first year. 
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Updated 05/05/2015 
 

Report and Update 

Future Connect Scholarship Program at 

Portland Community College 
Four years ago PCC and the City of Portland began a unique partnership to create a 

pathway of support from high school to college for first generation/low income 

students.  Future Connect is a model approach which engages students who previously did 

not think college was possible.  Since 2011 we have supported over 900 students transition 

to college and pursue their dreams. Future Connect is now serving students from both 

Multnomah and Washington counties. Our staff provide advising and support to students 

during their senior year in 38 different high schools and community based programs 

throughout the region. The support continues over the summer, through 2-3 years at PCC, 

and beyond.  The average retention rate for Future Connect students is 3 times (over 70% 

average for the last three years) what it is for similar students at PCC who do not receive 

program supports. The investments made by the cities of Beaverton, Hillsboro and 

Portland have been matched through college resources, private donations and foundation 

grants. Last spring PCC received funding from the State of Oregon to increase the number 

of students Future Connect can serve. Our unique model is creating opportunity for 

hundreds of young people each year and positively changing the communities we live in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Increasing Persistence and Retention year to year 

First group of Washington County students completing Future Connect career workshop - spring 2014 



 

Updated 05/05/2015 
 

Increasing Persistence and Retention 

 
 

Maintaining a focus on the students  
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Updated 05/05/2015 
 

Building Partnerships for Change 
 

Building College 

Awareness in High Schools  

Future Connect staff 

performs outreach to 38 

specific high schools and 

alternative schools in 

Multnomah County, 

reaching over 600 high 

students per year.   

 

 

Internship and Work Experiences  

Future Connect students have access to a broad range of internships through a partnership 

with Work systems Inc. Last summer more than 50 students earned internships.  

 

Funding  

The PCC Foundation has raised a total of $1.1 million in private funds for the Future 

Connect Program in Multnomah County. Private donors include Meyer Memorial Trust, 

Reser Fine Foods Inc., The Renaissance Foundation, The Edwards Lienhart Family 

Foundation, PGE, U.S. Bank, and NW Natural, among others.  

 

 

 
 



 

Updated 05/05/2015 
 

University Transfer Opportunities  

Forty scholarships at universities are now accessible to current Future Connect students 
who wish to transfer. PSU, Lewis and Clark, and The Renaissance Foundation have made 
these possible. 
 

Ford Family Foundation – 

Through a unique partnership –The Future Connect Program and PCC are able to begin 

developing research based practices on how to create and develop access and retention 

strategies for rural communities.  The areas of Columbia County, North Plains region and 

cities such as Forest Groove, Cornelius and Aloha will be a focus of this work.  

 

 

Expansion to Washington County 

Since fall 2013, Future Connect 

has expanded to serve students 

from the Cities of Hillsboro and 

Beaverton.  With additional State 

funding even more students from 

North Plains, Columbia County, 

Cornelius, Forest Grove and Aloha 

are now receiving additional 

services. 

 

 

 

Carpe Mundi – Study Abroad Partnership 

Future Connect now has a strong partnership with Carpe Mundi study abroad program.  

Since its inception, Future Connect has helped 26 students to access free international 

study abroad credit through this partnership.   

 

Interns and AmeriCorps 

Future Connect continues to work alongside the PSU School of Social Work supervising one 

Master’s level or Bachelor’s level social work each year.  In 2015 we will have our very own 

former Future Connect graduate (Roosevelt 2011) completing her practicum within the 

program. 

 

GEAR-UP 

Future Connect, the Portland Public School District, Portland State University and Mount 

Hood Community College applied and received the national GEAR UP Grant to support low 

income students within the Jefferson cluster.   
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2013-2014: 
 
March 4, 2013: Oregonian. The Hillsboro City Council voted to help fund 
the Portland Community College Future Connect Program by investing 
$100,000 to provide two-year scholarships and services for a pilot 
group of 50 Hillsboro students enrolling at 
PCC: http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2013/03/hillsbo
ro_councilors_give_big.html 
 
March 12, 2013: Hillsboro Argus. The Hillsboro City Council voted to 
help fund the Portland Community College Future Connect Program by 
investing $100,000 to provide two-year scholarships and services for a 
pilot group of 50 Hillsboro students enrolling at PCC. 
 
May 23, 2013: Portland Tribune. Feature on Patrick Stupfel, a Future 
Connect scholar (cover story of the Portland!Life 
section): http://portlandtribune.com/pt/11-features/153065-from-
curb-to-college-to-con.html 
 
October 1, 2013: Gresham Outlook. Carpe Mundi connects Portland area 
Future Connect students with international opportunities through 
scholarship. 
 
November 7, 2013: The Oregonian. The Future Connect scholarships 
target low-income students who are the first in their families to attend 
college. 
 
November 7, 2013: Beaverton Valley Times. Beaverton scholarship 
recipients grateful for city's contribution to Future Connect. 
 
November 8, 2013: Hillsboro Argus. Hillsboro scholarship recipient, 
Sara Agoot, grateful to Future Connect. 
 
November 30, 2013: Future Connect expands to Hillsboro and 
Beaverton: http://portlandtribune.com/ht/117-hillsboro-tribune-
news/202963-future-connect-program-expands-to-hillsboro 
 

http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2013/03/hillsboro_councilors_give_big.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2013/03/hillsboro_councilors_give_big.html
http://portlandtribune.com/pt/11-features/153065-from-curb-to-college-to-con.html
http://portlandtribune.com/pt/11-features/153065-from-curb-to-college-to-con.html
http://www.pamplinmedia.com/go/42-news/196308-making-the-world-a-classroom
http://www.oregonlive.com/beaverton/index.ssf/2013/11/beaverton_high_school_graduate.html
http://www.pamplinmedia.com/bvt/15-news/200453-pcc-marks-expansion-of-program
http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2013/11/former_hillsboro_student_reloc.html
http://portlandtribune.com/ht/117-hillsboro-tribune-news/202963-future-connect-program-expands-to-hillsboro
http://portlandtribune.com/ht/117-hillsboro-tribune-news/202963-future-connect-program-expands-to-hillsboro


 2 

January 8, 2014: Hillsboro Argus. Sara Agoot is the first member of her 
family to attend college and the PCC Future Connect program assigned 
her a success coach. 
 
January 30, 2014: Lake Oswego Review, Beaverton Valley Times, etc. Joe 
Gallegos: ‘Aspiration to College’ bill develops diverse workforce. 
 
February 3, 2014: The Oregonian. Joe Gallegos: Model program helps 
low-income, first-generation PCC students succeed (guest opinion). 
 
February 13, 2014: The Oregonian.  Note of a guest opinion in 
the Hillsboro Argus – with a link provided – by Joe Gallegos. His byliner 
highlights how his bill is modeled after the Future Connect Program, 
which helps students tackle the same barriers he faced growing up as 
someone who was low-income and first in his family to attend college. 
 
March 4, 2014: Hillsboro Argus. Hillsboro City Council ups investment in 
PCC’s Future Connect 
program: http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2014/03/hil
lsboro_increases_pcc_future.html 
 
March 7, 2014: Hillsboro Tribune. The Hillsboro City Council voted to 
help fund the Portland Community College Future Connect Program by 
investing $100,000 to provide two-year scholarships and services for a 
second group of 50 Hillsboro students enrolling at PCC. 
 
May 29, 2014: The Oregonian. Beaverton leaders double funding for 
Future Connect Program at Portland Community College. 

June 6, 2014: Nationswell. How Portland, Ore., is translating student grit 
into success through PCC Foundation’s Future Connect.(Feature) 
 
June 27, 2014: Hillsboro Tribune. Editorial by Hillsboro City Manager 
Michael Brown - Our mayor and city council members went one step 
further in partnering to provide college scholarship opportunities to 
students who will attend Portland Community College (PCC) through 
the Future Connect program. But we aim to do more. 
 
2014-2015: 

http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2014/02/future_connect_model_program_h.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2014/02/free_tuition_for_oregon_commun.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2014/03/hillsboro_increases_pcc_future.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/hillsboro/index.ssf/2014/03/hillsboro_increases_pcc_future.html
http://www.pamplinmedia.com/ht/117-hillsboro-tribune-news/213347-70809-city-helps-fund-pcc-future-connect
http://www.oregonlive.com/beaverton/index.ssf/2014/05/beaverton_leaders_double_fundi.html
http://nationswell.com/portland-translating-student-grit-success/
http://www.pamplinmedia.com/ht/118-hillsboro-tribune-opinion/225491-86908-counting-on-kids-from-classroom-to-career
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July 11, 2014: Portland Tribune.  The city of Hillsboro stepped up this 
summer with a new program geared to provide 18 local youths with an 
internship to gain critical work experience. many of whom are from 
PCC’s Future Connect Program. 
 
January 16, 2015: Hillsboro Tribune. City donates $100,000 to PCC’s 
Future Connect Program. 
 
May 28, 2015: Beaverton Valley Times. We arranged for Rep. Tobias 
Read to write a byliner about support for House Bill 3063, "Aspirations 
for College," which is based on the Future Connect 
model: http://www.pamplinmedia.com/bvt/16-opinion/262293-
134055-fund-future-connect-serve-our-students 
 
 
060815kc 
 
 
 

http://portlandtribune.com/pt/9-news/226789-88937-hometown-interns
http://www.pamplinmedia.com/bvt/16-opinion/262293-134055-fund-future-connect-serve-our-students
http://www.pamplinmedia.com/bvt/16-opinion/262293-134055-fund-future-connect-serve-our-students
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