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Exhibit for HB 2603– An Organized Kidnapping 

February 12, 2015 

 

 

“Please tell Sean that I also wish him the best. I have also followed his career and 

believe his personal experience has given him the wisdom and the moral authority 

necessary to make a real difference in making Oregon safer for our children.” –Hon. 

Judge James L. Fun, Washington County Circuit Court, January 24, 2007 

 

 

The statute makes no exceptions. “A person” means every person committing the 

crime. 

 

 

163.245 Custodial interference in the second degree. (1) A person commits the crime of custodial 

interference in the second degree if, knowing or having reason to know that the person has no legal 

right to do so, the person takes, entices or keeps another person from the other person’s lawful 

custodian or in violation of a valid joint custody order with intent to hold the other person permanently 

or for a protracted period. 

 (2) Expenses incurred by a lawful custodial parent or a parent enforcing a valid joint custody order in 

locating and regaining physical custody of the person taken, enticed or kept in violation of this section 

are “economic damages” for purposes of restitution under ORS 137.103 to 137.109. 

163.257 Custodial interference in the first degree. (1) A person commits the crime of custodial 

interference in the first degree if the person violates ORS 163.245 and: 

 (a) Causes the person taken, enticed or kept from the lawful custodian or in violation of a valid joint 

custody order to be removed from the state; or 

 (b) Exposes that person to a substantial risk of illness or physical injury. 

 

 

I often wonder how differently law enforcement and the family courts would have treated 

the case if my children’s abductors had stolen my car along with my children. In other 

words, if they had taken something of value…. 

 

Since nobody brings back stolen cars voluntarily, law enforcement would have 

automatically assumed that the intent was permanent. The concept of “a protracted 

period of time” would have no relevance.  
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Taking… Enticing… Keeping…a Child…. 
 

 

The following five persons, living in the states of Washington and Utah, signed sworn 

affidavits (see below, pp 3-13) implicating themselves in the crime on March 2, 1996, 

six weeks after the Cruz children were abducted, and some six weeks before I was able 

to obtain a physical address. None are relatives of either my family or my former wife’s 

family. Their only connection to my children is through their church membership and 

status in positions of trust within that organization. 

 

Clark County, Washington    Utah 

 

Donald Taylor      Kory Wright 

Barry Dunford      Chris Wright 

Connie Dunford 

  

The same five people had been deeply offended five years before when I refused their 

high-pressure invitations to join their church congregation. I never attended a meeting, 

service or social event connected to their church. My wife had become involved with 

them to the point of obsession, and after I had made it clear that I was not going to get 

with their program, they persuaded her to file for divorce, providing her with a divorce 

lawyer who was also a member of their church, Edwin Poyfair.  

 

Poyfair was serving on the Clark County Superior Court bench when my children were 

abducted, and every page in the joint custody order has his name printed on it. 

 

The last person to provide legal advice to my former wife before she disappeared with 

my children was James Rulli, at the time a part-time Clark County Court 

Commissioner.  

 

According to sworn testimony entered in the custodial interference trial in Washington 

County in 1997, Mr. Rulli advised the group that it was OK to take the kids to Utah, even 

if they were not going to return them to Oregon. 

 

Rulli is also now serving on the Clark County Superior Court bench. 
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The Shunning 

 

I did not learn my children’s physical address until April 17 but these five knew where 

they were all along, perhaps as long as six months before the kidnapping. My former 

wife had remarried in 1995, and when that marriage ended in chaos after just a few 

months, they saw an opportunity to impose a shunning against me, and they took it. 

 

This is the “no contact” rule my children’s abductors sought to enforce on my family.  

 
Do you support, affiliate with, or agree with any group or individual whose teachings or practices are 

contrary to or oppose those accepted by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? 

In order to maintain good standing in the church organization, a person must swear that 

the answer to the above question is “No.” 

 

In the last months leading up to the kidnapping, several members of my former wife’s 

church in both the Oregon and Washington congregations took a peculiar interest in my 

children, giving them extra attention, gifts, rides to school in the morning, a free trip to 

Disneyland in December. In the last few days, it became clear to me in my children’s 

behavior that there was some kind of Big Secret going on, that nobody was supposed to 

tell Dad or Grandma about. 

 

Months later, I learned that mail addressed to my children at their mother’s last known 

address in Hillsboro was being forwarded to the home of Evelyn (sp) Taylor, LDS Relief 

Society President in Washington County, the same person who was providing rides and 

other special attention to my children in the runup to the kidnapping.  

 

This would explain why mail sent to their last known address in Hillsboro was never 

returned, and the checks my mother and I mailed to my children were never cashed. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

See page 14 for the letter disclosing my children’s physical address in Eden, Utah, 

dated April 17, 1996. 

 

The attorney providing cover for the abduction is suggesting a new parenting plan be 

drawn up, now that the children have disappeared into Utah. 
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