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OREGON BEST BY THE NUMBERS

40+
Supported companies 
in the Oregon BEST 
Portfolio

100+
Firms & technologies 
in the Oregon BEST 
pipeline

5 : 1
Ratio of follow-on funding 
raised by companies to 
commercialization 
funding from Oregon 
BEST

9
University labs in the 
Oregon BEST Lab 
Network

250+ Member faculty 
available to help 
Oregon businesses

200+ Oregonians working 
at Oregon BEST 
Companies



STRUCTURE & FUNDING HISTORY

• 501(c)3 Nonprofit
• Board of Directors provides organization governance
• Commercialization Advisory Board reviews & makes 

recommendation on all Commercialization Funding 
over $25K

• Outreach & Engagement Committee advises on 
events, stakeholder engagement strategies, outreach 
to faculty & startups

• 7 full-time staff, 1 half-time entrepreneur-in-
residence, 3 interns

• 95.8% of expenditures are for programs; less than 
4% for management/general & fundraising (per IRS 
990 filing)

• Master agreements with OSU, UO, PSU, OIT
• Partnership agreements with Cleantech Open, 

Bonneville Power Administration, Element 8, OEN, 
OMEP, PDC, RAIN, OSU Advantage Accelerator, 
Sustainable Valley Technology Group – more 
underway

Employers of Board of Directors members 
Industry members – PGE, CH2M HILL, 
SolarWorld (former), Yaletown Venture 
Partners, PNNL, NETL, Baker Group LLP
University members – OSU, PSU, UO, OIT
Ex Officio - Sen. Richard Devlin (non-voting)

Employers of Commercialization Advisory 
Board members
Baker Group LLP, Phoenix Venture Partners, 
Intel Capital, Autodesk, Chrysalix Energy 
Venture Capital, Ascent Partners Group, 
McKinstry, Battelle, PNNL, Popeye’s 
Girlfriend Olive Oil (former Gerding Edlen
exec)

Employers of Outreach & Engagement 
Committee members
Oregon Entrepreneurs Network, Yaletown
Venture Partners, NETL, OSU, PSU, CH2M 
HILL, PDC, self-employedState Funding History (actual after holdbacks)

‘07-’09 ‘09-’11 ‘11-’13 ‘13-’15
$2.4M $2.8M $3.7M $5.9M



Organization Goals & Strategies
Goals
• Support the transfer of university developed clean technologies to startups
• Increase the number of cleantech innovations that demonstrate viability, product 

development, and validation.
• Accelerate path to commercial success (jobs) for clean technology startups
Strategies
• University technologies – faculty membership program, proposal matching, catalyst grants, 

company formation support, partner with UVDF, PSU Cleantech Challenge, UO Technology 
Entrepreneurship Program, OSU Advantage Accelerator

• Add’l cleantech startup pipeline – Cleantech Open, #ThisIsCleantech, 
incubator/accelerator/entrepreneur support partners (OEN, PSBA, SVTG,

• Fund company/university teams with promising technologies and business concepts
• Connect startups with technology/sector specific resources, investor connections and 

strategic public and private resources – national event showcasing, SBIR/STTR grant help, 
connections via above partners, plus corporate and investor contacts



Proposed Use of State Funds in ‘15-’17 - $7.6M
$3.5M Commercialization Funding
$1.0M Other Commercialization Activities
$1.4M University pipeline development 

programs
$1.3M BEST FEST, Lab Network, and other 

outreach & engagement programs
$0.4M Admin & Fundraising
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This is Cleantech.
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oregonbest.org

TECHNOLOGY • COLLABORATION • INNOVATION

Thank you
• David Kenney, President & Executive Director
• david.kenney@oregonbest.org
• 503-725-9800


	Oregon Innovation Council funding ‘15-’17�Oregon BEST�Joint Committee on Ways & Means�Subcommittee on Transportation & Economic Development �April 21, 2015 �
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Organization Goals & Strategies
	Slide Number 5
	This is Cleantech.
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Thank you

