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Legislative Assembly 
 
Agency Summary 
The State of Oregon has a citizen legislature consisting of two houses, the Senate and House of Representatives.  The Senate is composed of 30 
members who are elected to serve four-year terms.  Half of the Senate seats are filled every two years.  The House of Representatives is composed 
of 60 members elected to two-year terms.  Each house elects a presiding officer to preside over daily sessions; oversee operations; and perform 
other duties set by rule, custom, and law.   
 
The assembly convenes annually in February.  Sessions may not exceed 160 days in odd-numbered years and 35 days in even-numbered years. 
Five-day extensions are allowed by a two-thirds vote in each house.  In odd-numbered years, the Legislative Assembly convenes on the second 
Monday in January, to swear-in newly elected officials, elect legislative leaders, adopt rules, organize and appoint committees, and begin 
introducing bills.  During the interim, legislators serve on interim committees and task forces that study issues likely to be faced during the next 
legislative session. 
 
A portion of the Legislative Assembly budget is to cover the costs for members and is divided to reflect session and interim activities as well as 
House and Senate costs. The remainder of the budget which covers the costs of leadership offices and the Office of the Secretary of the Senate and 
the Office of the Chief Clerk of the House is provided for the normal biennial period. 

 
Budget Summary Graphics 
2015-17 Agency Request budget allocation among programs (all funds) and by fund type: 
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Mission Statement & Statutory Authority 
It is the mission of the Legislative Assembly to represent and inform the public, provide a forum for expression of the public will, enact laws, 
establish and oversee the state’s policies and priorities and reflect them in a balanced state budget.  Statutory authority for the Legislative 
Assembly is found in ORS chapter 171. 
 
Criteria for 2015-17 Budget Development 
The Legislative Assembly budget request for 2015-2017 continues funding current operations.  Essential packages were used to develop the current 
service level budget.  Detail regarding the essential packages is included in the program unit narratives.   
 
Governor’s Budget 
The Legislative Branch is exempt from the Governor’s budget review.  However, in order to balance the statewide budget, the Governor’s budget 
includes a policy package to reduce the Legislative Branch $1,753,070.  The policy package was included within the budget for Legislative 
Administration.  In addition, the Governor’s budget includes adjustments to the Department of Administrative Services charges which reduces the 
State Government Service Charges line item by $53,258 General Fund for the Legislative Assembly.
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Revenue Discussion 
 
The Other Funds account for less than one-percent of the total Legislative Assembly budget.  Revenue, subject to expenditure limitation, is 
estimated at $194,304 for the 2015-2017 biennium.  Revenues are derived from reimbursements for duplicating services on Senate and House 
copiers.  In the Assembly General, the revenues are reimbursements from other legislative agencies for per diem payments processed on their 
behalf.  Fees assessed for the Senate and House Lounges are estimated to support a portion of the personal services expenditures. 
 
Non-limited other funds revenue are estimated at $97,000.  The sole source of revenue is the fee charged to legislative members for use of the 
Senate and House Lounges during session.   
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Senate-Interim 
 
Program Description 
 
The Oregon Senate is comprised of 30 members who are elected to serve four-year terms.  Half of the Senate seats are filled every two years.  To 
qualify for a seat in the Legislature, one must be 21 years of age, a U.S. citizen, and reside in the legislative district for at least one year prior to 
election.   
 
The Senate-Interim program contains the budget for the members of the Oregon Senate and their staff.  This General Fund budget is based on an 
18-month period.  Member salaries and their interim allowance are established in ORS 171.072.  The Rules of the Senate govern the employment of 
interim staff and allowable expenditures.  Per diem and mileage payments for attendance at interim committee meetings is budgeted in the Joint 
Committee Pool budget within the Assembly Biennial program. 
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Senate-Interim 
 
Essential Package:  010  Non-PICS Psnl Svc / Vacancy Factor 
 
Package Description 
This package represents the change in the pension bond contribution rate and mass transit for the 2015-17 biennium.  The change to Other OPE is 
the manual social security tax calculation on the member’s interim district allowance.  The total package is a General Fund increase of $9,120. 
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Senate-Interim 
 
Essential Package:  031  Standard Inflation 
 
Package Description 
The Cost of Goods and Services increase totals $50,385 General Fund.  The standard inflation factor of 3.0 percent for Services & Supplies was 
applied.  
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2011-2013 2013-2015 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017

Actual Approved Request Policy Governor's Adopted

Expenditures Budget Budget Packages Budget Budget

Personal Services

3110 Sa laries  & Wages 2,831,125$          2,955,312$          3,030,498$          -$                        3,030,498$          -$                        

3160 Temporary Appointments 700                      -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

Other Payrol l  Expenses  (OPE) 1,817,346            2,457,117            2,546,927            -                          2,546,927            -                          

Total Personal Services 4,649,171            5,412,429            5,576,927            -                          5,576,927            -                          

Services & Supplies

4100 Instate Travel 232                      -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4125 Out of State Travel 9,900                   -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4150 Employee Tra ining 2,617                   -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4175 Office Expenses 40,709                 106,941               110,149               -                          110,149               -                          

4200 Telecommunications 31,637                 19,529                 32,960                 -                          32,960                 -                          

4275 Publ ici ty and Publ ications 11,464                 -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4325 Attorney General  Legal  Fees -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4400 Dues  and Subscriptions 2,018                   -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4425 Faci l i ties  Rental  and Taxes 31,732                 -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4650 Other Services  & Suppl ies 269,112               506,524               509,389               -                          509,389               -                          

4700 Expendable Property 96                        -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

4715 IT Expendable Property 4,963                   -                          -                          -                          -                          -                          

Total Services & Supplies 404,480               633,493               652,498               -                          652,498               -                          

Total Expenditures 5,053,651$          6,045,423$          6,229,425$          -$                        6,229,425$          -$                        

Pos i tion Count 60                        60                        60                        -                          60                        

FTE 45.00                   45.00                   45.00                   -                          45.00                   

Legislative Assembly

Program:  Senators - Interim

Funding Source:  General Fund

2015-2017 BUDGET
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House-Interim 
 
Program Description 
 
The Oregon House is comprised of 60 members who are elected to serve two-year terms.  To qualify for a seat in the Legislature, one must be 21 
years of age, a U.S. citizen, and reside in the legislative district for at least one year prior to election.   
 
The House-Interim program contains the budget for the members of the House of Representatives and their staff.  This General Fund budget is 
based on an 18-month period.  Member salaries and their interim allowance are established in ORS 171.072.  The Rules of the House govern the 
employment of interim staff and allowable expenditures.  Per diem and mileage payments for attendance at interim committee meetings is 
budgeted in the Joint Committee Pool budget within the Assembly Biennial program. 
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House-Interim 
 
Essential Package:  010  Non-PICS Psnl Svc / Vacancy Factor 
 
Package Description 
This package represents the change in the pension bond contribution rate and mass transit for the 2015-17 biennium.  The change to Other OPE is 
the manual social security tax calculation on the member’s interim district allowance.  The total package is a General Fund increase of $16,801.
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House-Interim 
 
Essential Package:  031  Standard Inflation 
 
Package Description 
The Cost of Goods and Services increase totals $35,000 General Fund.  The standard inflation factor of 3.0 percent for Services & Supplies was 
applied.  
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2011-2013 2013-2015 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017

Actual Approved Request Policy Governor's Adopted

Expenditures Budget Budget Packages Budget Budget

Personal Services

3110 Sa laries  & Wages 5,588,888$          5,947,611$          6,026,418$          -$                         6,026,418$          -$                         

3160 Temporary Appointments 2,010                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

Total  Sa laries  & Wages 5,590,898            5,947,611            6,026,418            -                           6,026,418            -                           

Other Payrol l  Expenses  (OPE) 3,616,712            5,070,641            5,080,080            -                           5,080,080            -                           

Total Personal Services 9,207,610            11,018,252          11,106,498          -                           11,106,498          -                           

Services & Supplies

4100 Instate Travel 1,542                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4125 Out of State Travel 43,761                 -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4150 Employee Tra ining -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4175 Office Expenses 130,848               139,420               220,420               -                           220,420               -                           

4200 Telecommunications 51,439                 39,633                 53,560                 -                           53,560                 -                           

4250 Data Process ing -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4275 Publ ici ty and Publ ications 101,511               -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4400 Dues  and Subscriptions 4,513                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4425 Faci l i ties  Rent 21,563                 -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4650 Other Services  & Suppl ies 510,268               835,181               927,677               -                           927,677               -                           

4700 Expendable Property -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4715 IT Expendable Property 14,809                 -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

2% Holdback -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

Total Services & Supplies 880,254               1,014,234            1,201,657            -                           1,201,657            -                           

Total Expenditures 10,087,864$        12,032,486$        12,308,155$        -$                         12,308,155$        -$                         

Pos i tion Count 120                      120                      120                      -                           120                      -                           

FTE 90.00                   90.00                   90.00                   -                           90.00                   -                           

Legislative Assembly

Program:  Representatives - Interim

Funding Source:  General Fund

2015-2017 BUDGET
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Senate-Session 
 
Program Description 
The Senate-Session program contains the budget for the members of the Oregon Senate and their staff for the session held in the odd-numbered 
years.  A session in the odd-numbered year may not exceed 160 calendar days.  A regular session may be extended for a period of five calendar 
days with an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of each chamber. 
 
This General Fund budget is based on a 6-month period.  Member salaries and per diem are established in ORS 171.072.  The Rules of the Senate 
govern the employment of session staff and allowable expenditures. 
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Senate-Session 
 
Essential Package:  010  Non-PICS Psnl Svc / Vacancy Factor 
 
Package Description 
This package represents the change in the pension bond contribution rate and mass transit for the 2015-17 biennium.  The change to Other OPE is 
the manual social security tax calculation on the per diem.  The total package is a General Fund increase of $5,462.
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Senate-Session 
 
Essential Package:  031 Standard Inflation 
 
Package Description 
The Cost of Goods and Services increase totals $38,123 General Fund.  The standard inflation factor of 3.0 percent for Services & Supplies was 
applied.  
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2011-2013 2013-2015 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017

Actual Approved Request Policy Governor's Adopted

Expenditures Budget Budget Packages Budget Budget

Personal Services

3110 Sa laries  & Wages 1,154,397$          1,371,760$          1,425,966$          -$                         1,425,966$          -$                         

3170 Overtime Payments 4,045                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

Total  Sa laries  & Wages 1,158,442            1,371,760            1,425,966            -                           1,425,966            -                           

Other Payrol l  Expenses  (OPE) 706,718               1,156,144            1,167,509            -                           1,167,509            -                           

2% Holdback -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

Total Personal Services 1,865,160            2,527,904            2,593,475            -                           2,593,475            -                           

Services & Supplies

4100 Instate Travel 3,155                   693                      714                      -                           714                      -                           

4125 Out of State Travel 899                      -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4150 Employee Tra ining -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4175 Office Expenses 24,939                 82,178                 86,401                 -                           86,401                 -                           

4200 Telecommunications 16,543                 20,429                 21,042                 -                           21,042                 -                           

4250 Data Process ing -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4275 Publ ici ty and Publ ications 7,396                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4400 Dues  and Subscriptions 1,824                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4425 Faci l i ties  Rental  and Taxes 5,032                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4650 Other Services  & Suppl ies 573,838               706,564               719,184               -                           719,184               -                           

4715 IT Expendable Property 2,087                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

2% Holdback -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

Total Services & Supplies 635,713               809,864               827,341               -                           827,341               -                           

Total Expenditures 2,500,873$          3,337,768$          3,420,816$          -$                         3,420,816$          -$                         

Pos i tion Count 60                        60                        60                        -                           60                        -

FTE 22.50                   22.50                   22.50                   -                           22.50                   -

Legislative Assembly

Program:  Senators - Session

Funding Source:  General Fund

2015-2017 BUDGET
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House-Session 
 
Program Description 
The House-Session program contains the budget for the members of the Oregon House of Representatives and their staff for the session held on 
the odd-numbered years.  A session in the odd-numbered year may not exceed 160 calendar days.  A regular session may be extended for a period 
of five calendar days with an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of each chamber. 
 
This General Fund budget is based on a 6-month regular session.  Member salaries and per diem are established in ORS 171.072.  The Rules of the 
House govern employment of session staff and allowable expenditures. 
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House-Session 
 
Essential Package:  010 Non-PICS Psnl Svc / Vacancy Factor 
 
Package Description 
This package represents the change in the pension bond contribution rate and mass transit for the 2015-17 biennium.  The change to Other OPE is 
the manual social security tax calculation on the per diem.  The total package is a General Fund increase of $11,684.
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House-Session 
 
Essential Package:  031 Standard Inflation 
 
Package Description 
The Cost of Goods and Services increase totals $34,568 General Fund.  The standard inflation factor of 3.0 percent for Services & Supplies was 
applied.  
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2011-2013 2013-2015 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017 2015-2017

Actual Approved Request Policy Governor's Adopted

Expenditures Budget Budget Packages Budget Budget

Personal Services

3110 Sa laries  & Wages 2,359,020$          2,732,623$          2,840,406$          -$                         2,840,406$          -$                         

Overtime Payments 15,954                 -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

Total  Sa laries  & Wages 2,374,974            2,732,623            2,840,406            -                           2,840,406            -                           

Other Payrol l  Expenses  (OPE) 1,362,176            2,308,164            2,331,533            -                           2,331,533            -                           

Total Personal Services 3,737,150            5,040,787            5,171,939            -                           5,171,939            -                           

Services & Supplies

4100 Instate Travel 1,060                   1,407                   1,449                   -                           1,449                   -                           

4125 Out of State Travel 1,358                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4150 Employee Tra ining 1,244                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4175 Office Expenses 52,571                 164,257               172,800               -                           172,800               -                           

4200 Telecommunications 25,539                 40,633                 41,852                 -                           41,852                 -                           

4275 Publ ici ty and Publ ications 26,793                 -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4325 Attorney General  Legal  Fees 12,517                 -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4400 Dues  and Subscriptions 1,925                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4425 Faci l i ties  Rental  and Taxes 3,308                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

4650 Other Services  & Suppl ies 1,142,702            1,406,656            1,433,521            -                           1,433,521            -                           

4715 IT Expendable Property 7,538                   -                           -                           -                           -                           -                           

Total Services & Supplies 1,276,555            1,612,953            1,649,622            -                           1,649,622            -                           

Total Expenditures 5,013,705$          6,653,740$          6,821,561$          -$                         6,821,561$          -$                         

Pos i tion Count 120                      120                      120                      -                           120                      -

FTE 45.00                   45.00                   45.00                   -                           45.00                   -

Funding Source:  General Fund

Program:  Representatives - Session

Legislative Assembly

2015-2017 BUDGET
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Senate-Biennial 
 
Program Description 
The Senate-Biennial budget contains 24-month funding for the offices that support the legislative process in the following program areas: 
 

 Senate President’s Office 
 Senate Presiding Officer Change Reserve 
 Senate Republican Office 
 Senate Democratic Office 
 Secretary of the Senate 
 Senate Incidental Expenses 

 
The President of the Senate is elected presiding officer by a majority of the Senate members.  Continuing staff coordinate operations of the 
chamber, assist the President in performing official duties, and assist legislators in constituent problem solving and other work.  The President’s 
office budget includes salaries for continuing staff and office expenditures.  In addition, transition funds are available in the event of a presiding 
officer change.  As approved in 1991, these funds are classified as undistributed reserves and will be held specifically for a presiding officer change.   
 
Each caucus office works under the direction of a leader and has continuing staff to provide services to its members, constituent relations, public 
information, and general operation services for each caucus.  The budget for the Republican and Democratic Offices includes staff salaries and 
office expenditures.   
 
The Secretary of the Senate provides parliamentary assistance to members and supervises preparation of official records and measures.  The 
budget for the Secretary of the Senate includes staff salaries, office expenses, and printing of legislative measures.   
 
The other funds revenue, subject to expenditure limitation, is estimated at $70,255.  Sources of revenue include reimbursements for duplicating 
fees. 
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Senate-Biennial 
 
Essential Package:  010 Non-PICS Psnl Svc / Vacancy Factor 
 
Package Description 
This package represents the change in the pension bond contribute rate and mass transit for 2015-17.  The standard inflationary rate of 3.0 percent 
was applied to Temporary Appointments.  The total package is a General Fund increase of $1,640.
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Senate-Biennial 
 
Essential Package:  031 Standard Inflation 
 
Package Description 
The Cost of Goods and Services increase totals $10,246 General Fund and $2,212 Other Funds.  The standard inflation factor of 3.0 percent was 
applied to Services & Supplies. 
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House-Biennial 
 
Program Description 
The House-Biennial budget contains 24-month funding for the offices that support the legislative process in the following program areas: 
 

 House Speaker’s Office 
 House Presiding Officer Change Reserve 
 House Republican Office 
 House Democratic Office 
 Chief Clerk of the House 
 Incidental Expenses 

 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives is elected presiding officer by a majority of the House members. To assist them, continuing staff help 
coordinate operations of the chamber, assist the Speaker in performing official duties, and assist legislators in constituent problem solving and 
other work.  The Speaker’s Office budget includes salaries for continuing staff and office expenditures.  In addition, transition funds are available in 
the event of a presiding officer change.  As approved in 1991, these funds are classified as undistributed reserves and will be held specifically for a 
presiding officer change.   
 
Each caucus office works under the direction of a leader and has continuing staff to provide services to its members, constituent relations, public 
information, and general operation services for each caucus.  The budget for the Democratic and Republican Offices includes staff salaries and 
office expenditures.   
 
The Chief Clerk provides parliamentary assistance to members and supervises preparation of official records and measures.  The budget for the 
Chief Clerk includes staff salaries, office expenses, and printing of the legislative measures.   
 
The other funds revenue for the House, subject to expenditure limitation, is estimated at $26,267.  Sources of revenue include reimbursements for 
duplicating fees. 
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House-Biennial 
 
Essential Package:  010 Non-PICS Psnl Svc / Vacancy Factor 
 
Package Description 
This package represents the change in the pension bond contribute rate and mass transit for 2015-17.  The standard inflationary rate of 3.0 percent 
was applied to Temporary Appointments.  The total package is a General Fund increase of $7,175.
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House-Biennial 
 
Essential Package:  031 Standard Inflation 
 
Package Description 
The Cost of Goods and Services increase totals $12,478 General Fund and $2,927 Other Funds.  The standard inflation factor of 3.0 percent was 
applied to Services & Supplies.  
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Assembly-Biennial 
 
Program Description 
This program unit contains funding for activities of the legislature as a Joint Assembly, and expenditures for the general operation of the Legislative 
Assembly.  The following program areas categorize this budget: 
 

 Assembly General 
 Joint Interim Committee Pool  
 Assembly Post Session 
 Member’s Lounge 
 New Member Transition Account 

 
The Assembly General budget contains funding for unemployment assessments, telecommunications, State Government Service Charges, 
membership dues for the National Conference of State Legislatures and the Council of State Governments, and printing costs for publishing the 
legislative schedule and index.  The Joint Interim Committee budget funds member per diem, mileage, and the associated OPE costs for attendance 
at interim committee meetings.  Post Session funds printing and other costs associated with preparing official records at the close of a regular 
session.   
 
The Member’s Lounge program provides funding for staff and food purchases to operate the lounge.  Revenue, in the form of fees from legislators 
who join the lounge, provides the funding for the food costs.  The New Member Transition Account provides funds for staff, basic supplies, and 
training for new members prior to the start of the odd-year session.  The appropriation amount for each new member will be set jointly by 
Legislative Leadership after the election. 
 
Other funds revenue, subject to expenditure limitation, is estimated to be $48,891.  The revenues are reimbursements from other legislative 
agencies for per diem payments processed on their behalf, and member lounge fees for the personal services portion of the lounge operations. 
 
Non-limited other funds are estimated at $97,000.  This fund is for the operation of the Member’s Lounge.  The lounge is in operation only during 
session and the sole source of this revenue is the members’ weekly contribution to food costs. 
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Assembly-Biennial 
 
Essential Package:  010 Non-PICS Psnl Svc / Vacancy Factor 
 
Package Description 
This package represents the change in the pension bond contribute rate and mass transit for 2015-17.  The standard inflationary rate of 3.0 percent 
was applied to Unemployment Assessments.  Other OPE is the manual calculation of social security taxes on per diem.  The total General Fund 
increase is $7,878; Other Funds increased $148.  
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Assembly-Biennial 
 
Essential Package:  031 Standard Inflation 
 
Package Description 
The Cost of Goods and Services increase totals $44,510 General Fund and $1,350 Other Funds.  The standard inflation factor of 3.0 percent was 
applied to Services & Supplies.   
 
State Government Services Charges decreased $312,179 from 2013-15 according to the State Price List.  
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Equal Employment Opportunity Report 
 
The Legislative Assembly encourages and promotes equal employment opportunity efforts.  Responsibility for the success of a diverse workforce is 
the responsibility of management staff.   
 
The Legislative Assembly supports Legislative Branch policies that (1) required the appointing authority to assure that equal employment 
opportunity concepts are applied to recruitment, promotion, and selection procedures; (2) requires management staff to assure that the intent, as 
well as the stated requirements of the policy, are implemented in all employee relationships and personnel practices; (3) required management 
staff to be evaluated on effectiveness in achieving affirmative action goals; and (4) required every employee to create a job environment that is 
conducive to nondiscrimination policies and free of any form of discriminatory harassment.   
 
The 2015-2017 ongoing goals for the Legislative Assembly are  (1) continue to promote a positive and welcoming climate within the agency 
concerning diversity; (2) increase diverse work force representation within the agency by expanding diversity recruiting efforts; (3) identify 
individual program goals and increase representation of protected class individuals in all salary ranges; (4) ensure that information related to 
diversity is disseminated to all legislative employees; and (5) evaluate management employees on achieving diversity objectives and promoting a 
discrimination/harassment free workplace. 
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2014 Work Force Analysis by Salary Range 
 
 

MALE FEMALE

Salary Total Pac Is Alk Nat Pac Is Alk Nat

Range Employees Total White Black Hispanic Asian Am Ind Unknown Disabled Total White Black Hispanic Asian Am Ind Unknown Disabled

00-06 90 65 38 1 26 26 17 1 8

07-13 3 0 3 3

14-16 0 0 0

17-18 133 25 20 2 4 107 79 1 1 1 25

19-21 5 2 1 1 1 3 3

22-24 1 1 1 0

25-30 10 3 1 2 7 5 1 1

31+ 13 6 6 7 7

TOTALS 255 102 66 1 0 2 0 34 1 153 114 2 1 1 1 34 0

 

 
 


