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Founded in 1985, WaterWatch is a non-profit river conservation group dedicated to the 

protection and restoration of natural flows in Oregon’s rivers.  We work to ensure that enough 

water is protected in Oregon’s rivers to sustain fish, wildlife, recreation and other public uses of 

Oregon’s rivers, lakes and streams. We also work for balanced water laws and policies. 

WaterWatch has members across Oregon who care deeply about our rivers, their inhabitants and 

the effects of water laws and policies on these resources. 

 

WaterWatch urges funding of the Water Resources Department’s base budget,  Packages 

that further water management and additional Groundwater Investigations.  

 

Basic management of Oregon’s water resources is one of the state’s most critical 

environmental and economic challenges. Eighteen out of nineteen of Oregon’s river basins are 

already over appropriated from the late spring to the early fall. At the same time, population 

growth and climate change are increasing the pressure on Oregon’s waterways and aquifers.  It is 

critical that Oregon make an adequate investment in water management if the state is to move 

forward towards addressing this challenge.  

 

  The WRD is understaffed for the essential jobs it must perform. And while there were 

some add backs in the 2013-1015 budget, the WRD continues to operate with reduced capacity 

in key areas and under the damaging effects of multiple budget cuts during the 1990s and earlier 

in this decade.  To that end, WaterWatch strongly supports the WRD’s base budget request and 

also agency requested funds above that for additional Packages that will further the water 

management services of the WRD.   

 

That said, WaterWatch does not support the narrowing of the Agency Requested Budget 

(ARB)  as recommended in the Governor’s Recommended Budget (GRB).  The GRB focuses 

new resources primarily on development of new water projects rather than the broader 

management and science positions needed for protection of the broader public interest.  The 

GRB also revives old, defunct funding vehicles.  Moreover, the GRB cuts ARB Packages that 

are essential the balanced implementation of the 2012 Integrated Water Resources Strategy.   We 

would request that the Committee look at additional Packages beyond the base budget with a 

broader lens, and consider funding Packages recommended in the ARB.   

 

 



Specifically, in addition to the Base Budget, WaterWatch respectfully requests that the 

Committee consider  funding for the following WRD Packages (Pkg) some of which are add 

backs from the Agency Recommended Budget (ARB) and two of which are in the GRB.  These 

are listed in order of priority.  We would also like to respectfully request that the Committee 

consider additional funding for groundwater investigations.   

 

Package 102 Rebuilding Water Management Field Capacity:  Watermasters and assistant 

watermasters provide critical field presence needed for effective water management statewide.  

We cannot stress enough the importance of these positions to both water right holders and the 

broader public interest.  However, despite increasing conflicts over water, complicated water 

management agreements/laws and an ever increasing load of water rights to manage (over 

80,000 water rights statewide), the state’s water master pool has dropped over the years.  The 

Integrated Water Resources Strategy identifies the need to rebuild field capacity (Action #10).  

Investing in these positions should be a top priority for this state.  This Pkg is not in the GRB. 

The narrative/amount from the ARB is attached.   

 

Package 107 Addressing Data Gaps by Establishing the Northwest Region Hydrotech:  

Data collected by hydrologic technicians is critical to management of Oregon’s water resources 

to protect instream and out-of-stream water rights, determine water availability, forecast floods 

and other management functions.  The NW position was cut in past budget cuts.  This is 

affecting on the ground water management of our water resources, and also planning tools such 

as water availability.  Pkg 107 is precisely the type of work supported by the Integrated Water 

Resources Strategy (i.e. Actions #10, 1b).  This Pkg is not in the GRB. The narrative/amount 

from the ARB is attached.   

 

Package 103 Advancing Groundwater Data: As more and more people turn to 

groundwater to meet new water demands, it is critical that the state have available tools to make 

sound decisions. This Pkg will help to achieve that and is in direct response to action 1c and 1b 

of the Integrated Water Resources Strategy. This Pkg is not in the GRB.  The narrative/amount 

from the ARB is attached.   

 

Package 104 Hydrotech to Assist with Data and Water management in the Klamath 

Basin:  As noted above, hydrotechs are critical to water management.  Now that the Klamath has 

been adjudicated, this puts a greater water management workload on the WRD.  This Pkg is 

consistent with the Integrated Water Resources Strategy.  This Pkg is in the GRB.  

 

Package 109 Advancing Water Right Mapping to Improve Service Delivery and 

Efficiency:  Mapping of water rights provides a critical water management tool to the WRD, and 

is a currently unfulfilled data gap in many areas of the state.  This Pkg addresses Actions 1c, 2b, 

2c, 2d and 9a in the Integrated Water Resources Strategy.  This Pkg is not in the GRB.   The 

narrative/amount from the ARB is attached.  

 

Package 110 Monitoring Coordinator for Efficient Data Sharing and Management:  This 

position would improve its monitoring data to make decisions about water right permitting, 

better manage the resource and meet legal requirements.   This would allow for interagency 



coordination and addresses Recommended Actions #1B and C of the Integrated Water Resources 

Strategy.   This Pkg is in the GRB.    

 

Increased funding for Groundwater Investigations:  In addition to the base budget and the 

packages outlined above, we respectfully request that the Committee consider additional funding 

of Groundwater Investigations.  The need for groundwater studies was highlighted in the 2012 

Integrated Water Resources Strategy.    Thus far only three WRD/USGS groundwater 

investigations have been completed in Oregon’s 18 river basins (Deschutes, Upper Klamath and 

Willamette).  The state has prioritized areas that need further study, but funding has been 

inadequate.  In the mid-1990’s, the legislature provided WRD with up to $1.2 million per 

biennium towards USGS/WRD groundwater investigations (USGS provided 50% match at that 

time), which allowed the completion of the Deschutes, Klamath and Willamette Groundwater 

Investigations.  Funding fell in the early 2000’s.  Then, in the 2009-2011 and 2011-2013 

bienniums the WRD received zero dollars for groundwater investigations.   In 2013-2015 the 

WRD was given $375K in general funds towards groundwater investigations.  This amount is 

now part of the WRD base budget and is included in the 2015-2017 Governor’s Recommended 

Budget.  WaterWatch supports the continued funding of groundwater investigations as part of  

the WRD base budget; however, while $375k per biennium is a great improvement over recent 

years, it is not adequate to fund studies of all the river basins of the state in any near term time 

frame.  As more and more people are turning to groundwater to meet new demands, these studies 

are critical to understanding the impacts of water resource decisions.   

 

Conclusion:  In making the final decision as to what programs will be funded, we 

respectfully request that the Committee fund the WRD base budget and then prioritize key water 

management, science, field service Packages (and funds for groundwater studies) that will help 

serve the broader public interest in protecting and managing Oregon’s Water Resources.   

 

Additionally, while we understand decisions on bond funds will be made in capital 

construction and thus are not subject to approval by this Committee, we did want to note that we 

have significant concerns with the use of funding vehicles beyond SB 839 and HB 1069 (see 

GRB Packages #113 and #120).  The Water  Development Loan Fund and the Water Supply 

Fund are not subject to the public benefit requirements and/or seasonal varying flow protections 

for new storage that were the subject of intense negotiations in 2013.  While we appreciate the 

state wants flexibility, revival of these funding pools were not part of past agreements by 

stakeholders.  Moreover, it is our understanding that funding for water projects such as the 

Umatilla can be funded wholly under SB 839 so we see no reason to expand funding beyond the 

two vehicle currently in use.  

 

Contacts:    

Kimberley Priestley, Sr.  Policy Analyst, 503-295-4039 x 3, kjp@waterwatch.org 

Jonathan Manton, 541-729-2923, jonathan@sawneeservices.com 
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