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 “Expanding Opportunities for Oregonians with Vision Loss”  
 

February 26, 2015 
 
Human Resources Subcommittee 
Joint Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol, Room H-178 
900 Court St. NE 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
 
Honorable Members of the Committee: 
 
During the public hearing on SB 5503, the Oregon Commission for the Blind’s (OCB) budget bill, various 
committee members made inquiries to which we promised a response. The following are our responses to 
your questions. Please let me know if you require additional information. 
 
What are the major causes of blindness in Oregon? 
 
Based on our review of available state data, the leading causes of vision impairment and blindness in Oregon 
are primarily age-related eye diseases. The most significant age-related diseases affecting vision are: macular 
degeneration, diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma. National studies indicate that diabetic retinopathy is 
increasingly affecting younger age groups and we suspect this is true in Oregon as well.  
 
According to a 2012 Prevent Blindness America study, the incidence of these diseases in those ages 40 and 
over in Oregon is included in the table below. The table includes those experiencing vision-impairment as 
well as legal blindness. 
 
Diabetic Retinopathy     95,203 
Glaucoma      31,900 
Age-related macular degeneration   29.932 
 
 
Leading causes of blindness among children are pre-natal cataracts, followed by optic nerve atrophy and 
Retinopathy of Prematurity according to a study by the National Society to Prevent Blindness. A U.S. survey 
among children in schools for the blind revealed that 19% were cortically blind. 12% had vision loss from 
optic atrophy or optic nerve hypoplasia. Oregon naturally would reflect these national figures. 
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Unemployment for individuals who experience blindness approaches 70%. Does that represent the 
entire population? 
 
Yes. A recent study by the Journal of Blindness Innovation and Research indicates that 63.6% of the 
population of individuals who are blind were identified as “not in the work force”.  Of the remaining 36.4% in 
the workforce, 13.8% were unemployed (adding another 5% unemployed to the total blind population).  
 
Describe your Community Outreach: 1) Is information on OCB available through the 2-1-1 
information line; and 2) what are your primary outreach efforts, particularly to people of color? 
 
Yes, information on OCB services and contact information is available through the 2-1-1 information line. 
 
Our outreach efforts are multi-faceted.  Chair Dujari touched on some components of our outreach efforts 
during his testimony. He noted, for example, we provide presentations at schools, conferences and 
agencies/businesses throughout Oregon. Our accessible website allows persons who experience vision loss 
(and their friends and family) to easily learn about our array of services and contact us in order to learn more 
or to access commission services. We work regularly to provide information and training to medical and 
home-care providers in order to insure that they know about our agency and are able to assist clients with 
vision loss in accessing agency services. 
 
We monitor the efficacy of these outreach efforts to minorities and people of color. In the five year period 
2009-13, we served a higher percentage of those identifying as Black or African American than would have 
been anticipated based on the incidence of blindness in that population group. Conversely, the percentage of 
enrollees in OCB programs identifying as Hispanic was lower than might be expected given the incidence of 
blindness in that population group. Depending on the basis of measurement, Native Americans and Pacific 
Islanders participate in OCB programs at levels commensurate with (or slightly above) the corresponding 
incidence of blindness within those groups. The participation rate of individuals identifying as Asian is also 
consistent with the incidence of blindness in that group.   
 
When an Oregonian is able to remain independent within his or her home, how was the difference in 
savings determined between assisted living and adult foster home care? 
 
We used the Community-Based Care Rates tables published by the Oregon Department of Human Services – 
Services for Aging and People with Disabilities. We used an average of the five levels provided for Assisted 
Living Facilities and an average of the four rates given for Adult Foster Homes.  
 
Is summary information available on the provisions of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
of 2014? 
 
See attached. 
 
 
Thank you for your ongoing interest in and support of the work of the Oregon Commission for the Blind. It is 
critical to our success. Again, let me know if you require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dacia Johnson, Executive Director 
 












