
 

 

 
 
To:  Members of the Senate Education Committee – Chair Senator Roblan, Senator Gelser; Senator 
Knoop, Senator Kruse,  Senator Baertschiger, Senator Beyer and Senator Hass. 
From:  SEIU Local 503 – Len Norwitz 
Date:  February 26th 2015 
Re:  Senate Bill 473 
 
 
Chair Roblan and Members of the Senate Education Committee - The Service Employees 
International Union – SEIU Local 503 strongly supports the proposed legislation in Senate Bill 473 
to add sexual orientation and gender identity to the list of demographic data already collected by 
universities, colleges and community colleges. We believe that this is a great idea - as it was last 
session as brought forward by the Oregon Student Association and Basic Rights Oregon with then 
Representative Gelser’s sponsorship.  
 
As you know SEIU Local 503 represents about 4,400 classified student service workers on the 
seven public university campuses.  Requiring each public university, community college or other 
institution of higher education to allow students, faculty and staff to identify sexual orientation on 
forms used to collect demographic data – will be an added resource for all of our work in better 
understanding and serving our members; as well as students, faculty and Oregonians who use our 
system of public higher education.  It will be added resource for our Local as well. 
 
Let us know if we can be of any help in the implementation of this identification and collection 
system as we will be watching and advocating for this as it continues through the legislative 
process. 
 
Thanks again for your committee’s leadership in moving this forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Len Norwitz, Senior Political Organizer 
SEIU Local 503 
norwitzl@seiu503.org 

 

Service Employees International Union, Local 503, OPEU 

1730 Commercial St. SE 
PO Box 12159 

Salem, OR 97309-0159 
503-581-1505 
800-452-2146 

(Fax) 503-581-1664 
  

Salem Headquarters 
Physical Site/Do Not Mail 
606 SW 15th St. Rm. 109 
Corvallis, OR 97331-4606 

541-752-0183 
(Fax) 541-752-0241 

  

Corvallis 
925 SE Second St. Suite C 

Bend, OR 97702-1756 
541-385-8471 
800-832-0593 

(Fax) 541-388-9078 
  

Bend 
6401 SE Foster Road 

Portland, OR 97206-4659 
503-408-4090 
800-527-9374 

(Fax) 503-408-4099 
  

Portland 
1257 N Riverside #7 
Medford, OR 97501 

541-779-4324 
800-452-7965 

(Fax) 541-779-4325 
  

Medford 
200 SE Hailey Ave.  Suite 302 

Pendleton, OR 97801-3069 
541-276-4983 
800-452-8146 

(Fax) 541-276-4984 
  

Pendleton 
488 E 11th Ave. Suite 100-B 

Eugene, OR 97401-3601 
541-342-1055 
800-521-3446 

(Fax) 541-342-2932 
  

Eugene 


