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Homeless 

• Chronic 

• Situational 

• Emergency rent 
assistance 

• Rapid Rehousing 

• Shelters 

• Transitional Housing 
  

Rental Housing 

• Permanent Supportive 
Housing 

• Public Housing 

• Section 8 vouchers 

• Publicly funded 
apartment buildings 

• Privately owned 
apartments 

Homeownership 

• Asset Building & Wealth 
Creation 

• Foreclosure Avoidance 

 

  Housing Across a Continuum  
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 Generally, paying 30% of your income towards rent is considered 
“affordable.”   Families that pay 30% of their income towards rent 
have income left over to pay for food, medicine, transportation, 
and other basic needs. 

 

 The National Low Income Housing Coalition determined that in 
Oregon, someone earning minimum wage would have to work 72 
hours a week to be able to afford a two-bedroom apartment at 
average rents ($846 per month). This assumes that the worker 
will spend no more than 30% of their income on rent. 

 

 Nearly one in three Oregonians pay more than 50% of their 
income towards rent, and one in two pay more than 30% of their 
income towards rent.  

 

 

  What is Affordable? 
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Rent Burden 

175,000 renter 
households in 

Oregon are 
considered 

“Extremely Low 
Income” 

There are 
only 45,226 
rental units 

affordable to 
those 

households 

In the 2013-14 school 
year 18,902 K-12 children 

were identified as 
homeless 



  Rent Burden 

150,000 renter households are currently “severely rent burdened”, meaning they 
spend more than half of their income on housing.  
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  Wages and Rent 
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Housing Division of Department of Commerce created in 1971  

 

Freestanding Housing Finance Agency (HFA) created in 1987 

Today, throughout the country, HFA’s:  

 Issue federal tax-exempt bonds 

 Issue federal low income housing tax credits 

 Award various HUD grants 

 

Community Services incorporated in 1991  

OHCS’ role evolved over t ime to administer:  

 Certain HUD Section 8 contracts 

 Entitlement Grants 

 Hardest Hit Funds from US Treasury  

 State-funded financing tools  

 

  OHCS History 
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  OHCS Redesign 
 

1.   Refocus the Agency  

 Streamline agency functions and re‐focus to become a faci l itator of 
 local  and regional prosperity efforts.  

 

2.   Redesign Policy and Governance 

 Create a new housing policy commission to establ ish data and 
 research driven policy that l inks housing with other public policy 
 agendas.  

 

3.   Infuse Mutual Accountabil ity  

 With the advice of a new policy commission and agreed upon 
 outcomes, infuse mutual accountabil ity systems for our major 
 streams of funding.  

 

4.   Drive Al ignment 

 Drive al ignment and coordination within the State so that housing 
 investments are integrated with our long-term vision for Oregon.  
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Mission 

We provide stable and affordable housing and engage leaders 

to develop integrated statewide policy that addresses poverty 

and provides opportunity for all Oregonians.  

 

Vision 

All Oregonians have the opportunity to pursue prosperity and  

live free from poverty.  

OHCS Mission and Vision 
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 OHCS Goals 

Position the State to achieve 
economic security for people by 

strengthening the housing 
system and integrating policy 

outcomes 

Serve greater numbers of 
low‐income Oregonians more 
effectively within the housing 

system  
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“"MacArthur-supported How Housing Matters research 
has already revealed that stable, quality housing matters 

in ways critical for children's emotional and physical 
development, improves school performance, and 

diminishes psychological stress…” 

“For the first time, state officials were 
able to track the academic performance 
levels of homeless students and, as they 

expected, found that lacking a secure 
place to live hurts students' school 

performance.” 

 

Research shows that housing and family support, 
especially during the critical first months after prisoners 

are released, increase their chances of success in re-
entering society and not returning to crime. But they face 

hurdles when trying to rent apartments…” 

 

“The combination — and coordination 
— of housing, healthcare, and 

supportive services, if effectively 
delivered and well-targeted, can help to 

achieve savings in healthcare 
expenditures, which are major drivers…” 

 

  Housing Ties it All Together 

MacArthur Foundation, 2013) 

 Cambridge:  ABT Associates, 2013. The Oregonian. November 21, 2013. 

The New York Times. November 14, 2013. 

11 



Health 
Outcomes 

Safety 
Outcomes 

Education 
Outcomes  

Economic 
Outcomes  

Improving the Lives of More Oregonians 

Housing is Foundational 

Cross-Agency Strategic Alignment  

Equity 
Fiscal Sustainability   

Opportunity for Prosperity  
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OHCS Programs 

Homelessness Prevention  

Energy Assistance 

Weatherization 

Rental Housing 

Homeownership 
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  Housing Finance Funds  



15 

  Housing Stabilization Funds  



Pending Legislation – Governance     
HB 2442 

OHCS Policy and Governance: HB 2442 continues the work of the transition by consolidating 
governance bodies into an overarching Oregon Housing Stability Council.  

OHCS 

Statutorily Named  

Advisory Bodies  

Oregon Volunteers 
Commission for Voluntary 

Action and Services  

ORS 458.568 

Farmworker Housing 
Facilitation Team  

ORS 456.585 

Interagency Council on 
Hunger and 

Homelessness 

ORS 458.525 

Ending Homelessness 
Advisory Committee 

E.O.  06-05 

Oregon Hunger Relief 
Task Force  

ORS 458.532 

Community Development 
Incentive Advisory 

Committee   

ORS 458.705 

State Housing Council  

ORS 456.567 

Community Action 
Partnership of  Oregon 

[CAPO] 

ORS 456.555 

Housing Choice Advisory 
Committee  

ORS 456.390 

Advisory Committee on 
Energy  

ORS 458.515 
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 HB 2441 Extension & Renewal,  Oregon Individual Development Account 
( IDA) Initiative 

 Renews the program and tax credit for the Oregon IDA Initiative  

 Expands the purposes for which low income Oregonians can save  

 

 SB 244, OHCS Program Changes  

 Continues the work of the OHCS transition by making small changes to program 
criteria to better align program assistance  

 

 SB 296, Elderly Rental Assistance 

 SB 296 would complete the transfer of the Elderly Rental Assistance program 
from the Department of Revenue to OHCS  

 Both agencies would use the intervening two years to help notify recipients and 
create plans to better serve them through the Community Action Network 

 

Pending Legislation Cont.  
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GRB Bonding Proposal 

  Proposed $100 mill ion for new housing  

 Create new affordable rental housing to address severe gap  

 Target families with lowest incomes to prevent and end family 
homelessness  

 $85 million in General Obligation, Article XI -Q Bonds  

 $15 million in Lottery Backed Bonds 

 Approach  

 Utilize existing community-based development capacity 

 Ensure target families are well served by coordinating with human 
service providers  

 Thoughtfully leverage other financial resources and take advantage of 
finance expertise 

 

 

 

18 



Questions? 
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