Reading’About'Me!

L Teaching Reading toVisual Learners

Reading About Me (RAM) is a unique beginning reading program specifically
designed to hold the interest of visual learners and has successfully been used
to teach reading to learners of all abilities, ages 3 to 55.

Website: www.readingaboutme.org

Contact: Deb Evans - 541-601-4748, deb@dsaso.org
Ron Schaaf - 541-601-7929, debron3@gmail.com
Joyce Rogers - 541-326-5436, joyce@dsaso.org

Features that make RAM unique:
¢ Fully customizable and personalized to each learner
e Can be used/taught by anyone
e Report System for Educators
e Collaboration—home & school
¢ Foundation for building reading Success
e For any age and ability
o Effective for struggling and non-readers
¢ Follows the lead of the learner
¢ Principles are key to closing achievement gaps

Appropriate for:
e Preschool (Head Start) e ELL students and adults
¢ Kindergarten e Adults with ID/DD
e Students on IEPs

Developed by:

The Down Syndrome Association of Southern Oregon, a 501©(3) non profit
organization.

Underlying Principles:

The RAM approach, originally pioneered by Patricia Oelwein, author of Teaching
Reading to Children with Down Syndrome, establishes meaningful reciprocal
relationships fostering a natural curiosity to learn from shared experiences and
knowledge. In addition, the principles of teaching follow James McDonald, CCC-
SLP, PhD’s ideas of responsive teaching and 50/50 balanced relationships to
promote speech, listening, turn taking and learning. Reading About Me uniquely
follows the lead of each learner and empowers any person interested in
engaging—parents, educators and friends—the ability to partake as an equal
partner in the learning process.

33 N. Central Ave. Suite #205, Medford, OR 97501
info@readingaboutme.org e 541-326-5436 ¢ www.readingaboutme.org
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Letter from preliminary studies conducted in 2011 by Professor Gregg
Gassman, PhD, Southern Oregon University to Scott Perry, Superintendent,
Southern Oregon ESD.

I have been asked by Deb Evans and Joyce Rogers to give you a summary of the research project I
conducted to examine the Reading About Me! (RAM!) Program. Last year, I conducted a pilot research
project targeting an elementary site-based setting and a secondary transition setting. In both, I targeted
students with developmental disabilities. At the elementary setting I had three students. Two students
(second and third grade) were pre-tested at that pre-primer level for vocabulary and below pre-primer for
comprehension. The average sentence construction was two words for both students. The third student
(third grade) was pre-tested at the primer level in vocabulary, pre-primer for comprehension, sentence
construction was an average of three words.

At the secondary level, I had two students (nine and ten). Both students were pre-tested at fourth grade for
vocabulary, between second and third for comprehension, with an average sentence construction of five
words.

Observations were conducted over a seven-month period. Data from the observations targeted the fidelity
of implementing the program, the response patterns by the students (prompted or self-initiated), sentence
construction (number of words, with/without pic-syms, relationship, and generation source [student or
teacher]), and comprehension. 1 also collected data on the word bank mastered by the students.

Preliminary analysis of the data indicate that when RAM! was implemented as designed, students gained .7
to 1.2 grades in vocabulary, comprehension gained .4 to .9, sentence construction was an average of 7
words. The observational data indicated over the period of seven months students made steady increases in
self-generating sentences, reduced the number of prompts required to response to stimuli, and were able to
construct sentences creating coherent and complete paragraphs. In one case, a complete story was self-
generated by the student.

Anecdotally, I found students using RAM! gained confidence in their skills, became more social, and
increased time on task and active engagement.

Bear in mind these are preliminary, using single subject methodologies. The next phase will be with
comparator subjects using a matched paired design to determine statistically significance between RAM!
students and those using another reading approach.

As a teacher educator and researcher, I am impressed with RAM! given the outcomes I have seen so far, the
ease of use, and the relevance of the curriculum to the lives of students with developmental disabilities. I
have several of my preservice teachers using RAM! in their field placements with success.

If you would like to meet to further discuss my findings, please let me know.
All the best.

Gregg

Dr. Gregg Gassman, Coordinator
Southern Oregon University
School of Education

Special Education Programs
541.552.6095
gassmang@sou.edu

33 N. Central Ave. Suite #205, Medford, OR 97501
info@readingaboutme.org e 541-326-5436 ¢ www.readingaboutme.org



The following letter was read to the Medford School Board fall 2013 upon the
announcement that Superintendent Phil Long would be resigning and a search for
a new superintendent was getting under way. Nick’s experience is emblematic of
both an inequality that students who are culturally different face and the
sometimes blind eye that education has toward valuing and embracing difference.
Asking students for solutions, and listening when they speak, is imperative to the
change needed to close any achievement gaps. The solutions we propose in
engaging parents and community to embrace and be an active voice and mentor
for children throughout their education will succeed as we learn to believe in and
value ALL kids for the contributions and leadership they provide—to each other
and to the process of learning.

Good evening school board members and the Medford Community;

My name is Nick Morales. | am a 2012 graduate of South Medford High School
and have attended schools in this district since | started kindergarten at Jackson
Elementary School. |achieved a 3.97 GPA, | am a Distinguished AP scholar and |
am a recipient of the Gates Millennium scholarship. | am currently attending
Reed College in Portland and majoring in Biology. Imagine all this from a kid who,
| believe, was seen as another Latino kid who would never amount to anything
and maybe not even graduate.

My journey through public education was filled with challenges and subtle
messages that could have drastically changed my trajectory in life. The fact that |
made it to where | am today is mostly due to the involvement of my parents.
During elementary school, | was housed in a building that was in desperate need
of repair. The food we were served in the cafeteria was not healthy for us. We
had to soak it in ketchup before it was soft enough to chew. The building's air
quality constantly made me sick with sinus infections. My teachers were great,
but the environment was not suitable for learning. Buckets in the hallways to
catch water from the leaks, carpets badly worn and stained. The bathrooms were
permeated with the smell of urine. What subtle messages were we receiving??



| did a eulogy at a funeral of a friend and an administrator was impressed with my
ability to speak in public. One day my teacher called me up to her desk after
class and handed me a certificate. Apparently | had been chosen as student of the
month for my friend's eulogy. Sorry she said, | spilled coffee all over the last one.
| was supposed to give this to you a while ago. End of ceremony. The list goes
on...

For me college prep and scholarship information assistance from the school was
nonexistent which leads to my final message. The Senior scholarship award
presentation. Even though | did not receive any scholarships from South they
asked me to attend since | had been granted a Gates Millennium scholarship. ....
At the end of the event a South Administrator came up to me and said, "thanks
for making us look good. Really?? Not, "Great job Nick." "You've worked hard
Nick." No...

With a 69% graduation rate there are obviously many other kids that heard those
same messages | did, and did not have the support to encourage them or make
them believe that they could be successful in school. Poverty, race, learning
disabilities affect a much larger group of students that we probably realize. Until
there is a strong message from the top to say that we will make all kids successful,
and that we will adapt curriculum to meet the needs of all our kids, we will
continue to see the same dismal statistics that we've seen for the past 25 years.
As a product of the Medford school district | believe we need leadership that will
have zero tolerance for pre-determined success based on a student's race,
income level, or those who need additional supports to be successful and that
courses are offered that interest and challenge students, not merely serving as a
check off on the list of what to accomplish before a kid is granted a diploma that
meets minimum standards.

It troubles me to think that there are a hundred more Nick Morales out there that
just need a chance and support to accomplish their goals and | am hopeful that
new leadership will help those kids on their way.
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