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Chair Read and members of the committee:

Thank you for taking up HB 4113 and for the opportunity to testify. My name is Jeremy
Rogers and | am with the Oregon Business Council. The Oregon Business Council is a
statewide business association that mobilizes business executives to improve Oregon’s
economy and quality of life. OBC also staffs the Oregon Business Plan, a collaboration
with business groups across Oregon to create jobs, raise incomes and reduce poverty.

Replacing the |-5 bridge across the Columbia river has been a top priority of the Oregon
Business Plan for years. That is because of the negative statewide impact of
congestion, delay and safety problems on the current bridge and the importance to the
entire regional economy of the free flow of freight between Oregon and Washington.

$40 billion in freight is currently crossing the river and this is estimated to be $71 billiion
by 2030. Attached you will find a map of just a handful of the businesses across
Oregon that depend on the I-5 bridge between Oregon and Washington for their
success. These businesses include beer producers like Full Sail in Hood River, high
tech companies like Mentor Graphics in Wilsonville, food processors like Norpac in
Salem and Boardman Foods in Morrow County, and wood products companies like
Bright Wood in Madras and Boise Wood Products with locations all across Oregon.

These companies are all the traded-sector, export oriented manufacturers that provide
goods paying jobs and that generate new wealth in our communities. In other words,
these are the types of companies that we want to grow and be more numerous in
Oregon. In a recent survey of 39 Oregon businesses about Oregon’s transportation
system 34 reported using the bridge to move goods and 21 said they were adversely
affected by congestion at the crossing, forcing them to make changes to their
production, pickup or delivery schedules.

That’s because the bridge is backed up for hours every day, is a hot spot for accidents,
and its the only liftspan bridge on the entire I-5 corridor between Canada and Mexico.
Essentially, the current bridge is a clot in the economic artery of Oregon, and it will
continue to get worse. While there is valid concern about a total failure in a major
earthquake--geologists predict a 37% likelihood of a +8.0 quake happening in the next
50 years--even more minor disruptions pose a grave threat to Oregon’s economy.

In September the bridge was closed for the annual greasing of its lift cables. Twice in
the last three months the bridge lift got stuck in the raised position, closing the bridge for
hours and forcing ODOT to have rollers specially manufactured-a two week process-
and causing the bridge to raise and lower at half speed in the interim.

We have the chance right now to fix this problem and it has taken us more than fifteen
years to get here. This project is a critical priority for Oregon and the health of Oregon
businesses depends on it. Please help Oregon define its own economic future by
passing HB 4113 and moving this project forward. Thank you.



DIRECTORS

Sam Blackman, Elemental Technologies
Tim Boyle, Columbia Sportswear

Gordon Brinser, SolarWorld Industries America
Michael P. Brogan, NACCO Materials Handling
George J. Brown, Legacy Health System
John D. Carter, Schnitzer Steel Industries, Inc.
David Chemerow, Rentrak Corporation
Calvin W. Collins, ESCO Corporation
Patrick Criteser, Tillamook Co. Creamery
Assoc,

Bruce Daucsavage, Ochoco Lumber
Charlie Denson, Nike, Inc.

Wayne Drinkward, Hoffman Corporation
Mark B. Ganz, Cambia Health Solutions
Robert G. Gootee, The ODS Companies
Lynn Gust, Fred Meyer Stores

Roger Hinshaw, Bank of America

Michael P. Hollern, Hampton Affiliates
Don R. Kania, FEI Company

Gregg Kantor, NW Natural

Ken Koehler, Liberty Northwest Insurance
Nick Konidaris, Electro Scientific Industries
Bob Levy, Windy River

Andrew McCulloch, Kaiser Permanente
Chris McGowan, Portland Trail Blazers
John W. Morgan, Avamere Health

Services

Neil Nelson, Siltronic Corporation

Greg Ness, Standard Insurance Company
Jake R. Nichol, Leatherman Tool Group

Susie Papé, The Papé Group, Inc.

Scott Parrish, A-dec, Inc.

Merritt Paulson, Portland Timbers

Don Pearson, Wells Fargo & Co.

Jim Piro, Portland General Electric

Patrick Reiten, Pacific Power

Joseph Robertson, Oregon Health & Science
University

John Stransky, Warn Industries, Inc.

William D. Thorndike, Jr., Medford Fabrication
Dave Underriner, Providence Health & Services
Walter Van Valkenburg, Stoel Rives LLP
Malia Wasson, US Bank - Oregon

Rod Wendt, JELD-WEN, inc.

Howard Werth, Leupold & Stevens, Inc.
Kenneth Wightman, David Evans and
Associates

Tom Wyatt, Knowledge Universe

SENIOR DIRECTORS
Reginald R. Eklund
Peggy Fowler

Eric Parsons

Steven D. Pratt
Paul Rosenbaum
Kenneth Thrasher

Benjamin R. Whiteley

'BETTER OREGON
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