805 Broadway, Suite 725
Vancouver, WA 98660

MARK R. FEICHTINGER
_ (360) 699-5900
February 12, 2014 (503) 294-9276

mrfeichtinger@stoel.com

House Committee on Transportation and Economic Development
Oregon State Capitol

900 Court Street NE, Room 453

Salem, OR 97301

Re:  Columbia River Crossing / Clark County Perspective

Dear Committee Members:

Thank you for taking a moment to consider the importance of economic development for the
entire Portland/Vancouver metro area and our region, commuting by employees across county
lines, and the I-5 Bridge.

Many of us in Clark County are proud to be economic development activists. I have personally
been engaged in economic development activities in Clark County for over 25 years, serving as
former chair of the Economic Development Council, and on the Steering Committees in the
generation of at least two, long-range economic development plans for Clark County, including
the most recently adopted plan in 2011. I am also here as the vice-chairman of Identity Clark
County, a business development advocacy group, with a strong emphasis on building
transportation infrastructure, and a member of the Columbia River Crossing Coalition.

The Heart of the Matter. At the heart of the economic development and prosperity in the
Portland/Vancouver metropolitan area are two principal drivers -- a skilled, educated and mobile
work force, and a robust transportation backbone.

Clark County is no slouch in the economic development area. We have successfully transitioned
from old line, industrial factories such as Alcoa and Boise-Cascade, to ride the wave of Asian
investment and hi-tech growth, landing large employers, well-known in business circles,
including Wafer-Tech, SEH America, L.SI, nLight Photonics, Integra, Hewlett-Packard, and
many others. We have two major hospitals; a diversified and robust Port of Vancouver and other
ports; several large, private industrial parks, including a PacTrust business park; a 4-year
university and a large and strongly supported community college; and a sizable mass transit
system.
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It has taken an enormous effort by the private and public sectors to achieve these results.

If the four counties of the Portland/Vancouver metropolitan area are the four chambers of a heart,
Clark County is doing its share of the pumping. In addition to strongly contributing to the flow
of goods and services in the region, thousands and thousands of its residents travel the I-5 Bridge
and 1-205 Bridge daily to jobs throughout the metropolitan area. They are heading to Swan
Island, to the downtown business district, to hi-tech companies in Washington County, to the
Portland Airport as employees of airline users and service providers, to Precision Castparts,
Boeing and FedEx, in much the same way as residents of Washington County, Multnomah
County and Clackamas County cross county lines to reach these employers. It is a long-running
truism in Clark County that perhaps one of the largest business employers in Clark County is in
fact Intel in Hillsboro. And there is a counter flow of employees and business traffic from south
of the river to north of the river.

The Transportation Backbone. Our County’s economic development growth, and our plans,
has been directly linked to surface transportation improvements. The key building block is the
triangle formed by 1-5, I-205 and SR14, and the arteries emanating from that triangle. Its
robustness and vibrancy drive site locations for large and small employers, hospitals, higher
education, a regional shopping center, ports and our mass transit system. Please see the attached
three maps to this letter, showing the strong proximity of large businesses, health care and
education centers, and mass transit to this triangle and its arteries.

Of course, I am speaking to the choir; it’s no fluke. Look at another triangle in the
Portland/Vancouver metropolitan area, formed by Hwy 26 between Portland and Hillsboro, I-5
between Portland and Tualatin, and Hwy 217, linking the two. You and your predecessors have
supported and continue to improve this triangle and its connecting arteries. There is a startling
nexus of business parks, regional shopping facilities, hospitals and major employers choosing to
locate within this triangle or near its connecting arteries. And of course, note the strong linkages
of public transportation to these corridors. Please see the attached three maps for this area,
paralleling those for Clark County, showing these proximities.

The Problem. But we both have a common problem. We have not fixed the aging, congested
and fragile link of I-5 across the Columbia. That link affects everything in Clark County’s
triangle and the efficiency of all connections to it, and what we contribute to the
Portland/Vancouver metropolitan area as a whole and to our region.
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The I-5 Bridge design does not incorporate adequate safety margins for its now prodigious
traffic. It doesn’t matter if it’s a fender bender, a stall, a flat tire, someone running out of gas --
there is no safety lane to pull into, and each incident leads to the closure of at least one lane and a
dramatic slowdown of another, and maybe all. Tie that to bridge lifts that routinely stack up
traffic for a mile or more on either side, and cramped interchanges and ramps, and the result is
the notorious unpredictability of the I-5 Bridge.

The differences in safety, travel experiénce and speed between transits on the I-205 Bridge and
on the I-5 Bridge are like night and day.

Identity Clark County is proud of its effort, in collaboration with other business organizations, to
preclude bridge lifts on I-5 during rush hour with consultation with the governors, as well as
federal officials and legislators, to limit further delays. But of course, that does not mean that the
commute is easy during rush hour or readily predictable during the rest of the day for trucking
and other business users.

Unfortunately, we have not provided the safest, most predictable, reliable and varied commuting
alternatives for employees going north or south, nor freight mobility for goods and services on
both sides of the river. This artery is constricted.

Some would argue that making improvements to the I-5 Bridge will not correct bottlenecks and
delays caused by the confluence of I-5 and I-405 at the Rose Quarter. If we had had that
approach to I-5 north of the bridge to Seattle, we would still have a 2-lane freeway to Seattle.
Each step, including 6 lanes at Longview, 6 lanes through material portions of Chehalis and
Centralia, 6 lanes in the approaches to Olympia and north, reworking of the interchanges in
Tacoma to facilitate smoother traffic across two Tacoma-Narrows bridges, may not be directly
linked to the next, but each is necessary, and the effect of that persistence, taken as a whole over
time, is a dramatic improvement in capacity and safety that benefits the entire region, and
particularly the states of Oregon and Washington.

Oregon has taken a similar approach with its persistence over time, revamping the interchanges
of Hwy 217 and I-5, the interchange of Hwy 217 and Hwy 26, and the steady improvements to
add capacity to Hwy 26 from the tunnel in Portland west to the city of Hillsboro.
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| PORTLAND METRO WESTSIDE ATTACHMENTS












BUSINESS COMMUNITY SUPPORT ATTACHMENTS
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SHARED BUSINESS PRIORITIES
for the 2013 Washington State Legislative Session

As we move into 2013, Southwest Washington has largely been bypassed by economic recovery. As the Legislature continues to
wrestle with the budgetary challenges it faces on a statewide level, the need remains to minimize economic harm to municipalities,
schools, and our other local economic entities. When cuts are made in the State budget that affect local communities, the legislature
should review mandated policies under State law that remain unfunded and if possible allow latitude on implementation to our local

governments, schools and other impacted agencies.

Education |
As Southwest Washington struggles to emerge from its deepest and most persistent recession in half a century, our region’s
competitive position increasingly rests on the cornerstone of a well-educated and technically competent workforce. The business
community of Southwest Washlngton supports education on all levels from cradle to career:
*  Support funding the Quality Education Council’'s recommendations as a down payment on the Washmgton Supreme Court's

McCleary decision.
* Increase state funding to maintain affordability and access for WSU and Clark students. Fund over-enrolled FTE students at

Clark College and WSU Vancouver.
*  Support enhancement of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) programs and Career Technical Education

(CTE) programs in middle schools and high schools.

Economic Development
Clark County’s unemployment remains about 35% higher than the State of Washington as a whole. It is imperative that we develop a
business and regulatory climate that supports the creation of new jobs. When recovery comes, we need {o be ready to grasp
opportunities quickly via the following tools:

e Add Clark County and other border counties to eligible list for sales tax rebate program.
»  Reassess environmental rule making processes, “low impact development” requirements and appeals processes include cost-
benefit analysis, to allow for local variations, and to align regulations with federal requirements.
s Assess regulatory appeals processes.
e Adopt legislation authorizing a bona fide tax increment fmancmg mechanism - a tool that the entire state needs for

community investment and development.
» Require State agencies to work with local governments and port authorities to pre-permit industrial and commercial “Sltes of

Statewide Significance” and to significantly cut down total permitting time.
«  Continue to support efforts to protect the social service safety net that affect local not-for-profit sector organizations.

Transportation

Southwest Washington’s economic recovery is dependent upon a 2013 long range, multi-modal transportation investment package that
addresses our immediate maintenance and preservation needs and moves us forward to meet our top priority safety and mobility
needs. If necessary, a public referendum should be authorized on such a package to be voted upon in November of 2013. Initial

project requests include:

Support funding for the Columbia River Crossing (I-5 Bridge) project.

»  Complete the Nickel and Partnership projects for Southwest Washington.

*  Fund the West Vancouver Freight Access Project that will create permanent jobs.

»  Utllize Regional Transportation Council’s regionally validated local and state system project priorities to support a new ten-
year transportation investment plan in the 2013 legislative session.

 Accelerate project permitting and regulatory streamlining to move projects faster and stretch transportation funding.
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The business community of Clark County has provided a united voice and Southwest Washington Legislators have been receptive and
supportive. Southwest Washington has enjoyed successes because of the teamwork this region demonstrates in both the
public and private sectors. We thank you for your continued support.







