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Juvenile Crime Prevention Funding in Multnomah County:  

Filling a Critical Need in the Community  
 

It is critical to ensure that the unique behavioral health needs of adolescents who are juvenile 

justice system involved and are at risk of further penetrating the juvenile or adult corrections 

systems are addressed and incorporated into the service continuum at the community level.  

The current Juvenile Crime Prevention (JCP) funding allocation assists Multnomah County’s 

Department of Community Justice (DCJ) in supporting this endeavor.  DCJ believes that the 

existing Juvenile Crime Prevention (JCP) statutory funding formula should be 

preserved to ensure that:  

 

• A community-based treatment program that has been successful in reducing juvenile 

crime and promoting school success in Multnomah County will not be dismantled.  

• Youth of color who are overrepresented in the juvenile justice system in Multnomah 

County do not lose access to important treatment services.  

• JCP funds continue to be utilized to leverage additional funds and build a continuum of 

services in communities.  

  

Multnomah County Department of Community Justice (DCJ) utilizes JCP funds to 

operate the Assessment and Treatment for Youth and Families (ATYF) program in its 

Juvenile Services Division.  ATYF provides mental health and substance abuse 

assessments using the Global Appraisal of Individual Needs (GAIN), an evidence-based 

assessment tool and also provides outpatient community-based treatment services for youth 

and families with strict adherence to the evidence-based model of Multi-Dimensional Family 

Therapy (MDFT). 

   

Research shows that youth with untreated substance abuse issues are nearly ten times more 

likely to become chronic re-offenders.  ATYF keeps at-risk youth in the community and from 

reoffending and penetrating deeper into the justice system by linking them to treatment 

services that change their delinquent thinking and behaviors. ATYF provides the critical 

service of ongoing in-home and community-based treatment for youth unable to be served by 

other community providers due to their delinquency and/or non-compliant behaviors.  

Multnomah County DCJ leverages funding for ATYF through Oregon Health Authority’s 

Division of Medical Assistance Programs, as well as through Multnomah County Health 

Department’s Federally Qualified Health Center.
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ATYF FACTS, DEMOGRAPHICS AND OUTPUT MEASURES:  
 

• Serves approximately 140 youth and families annually  

• Serves youth who are medium and high risk to reoffend  

• Utilizes an evidence-based assessment instrument (Global Appraisal of Individual 

Needs) as well as an evidence-based community treatment model (Multi-Dimensional 

Family Therapy)  

• 60% receiving assessment services are youth of color*  

• 53% receiving treatment services are youth of color*  

• 51% of current families involved in the Community Healing Initiative (CHI) have received 

services from ATYF  

* Based on youth served from 7/1/2011 to 6/30/2013  

 

ATYF OUTCOMES (for July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2013):  
 

• 79% had not been arrested since the beginning of treatment for an offense committed 

during treatment  

• 71% of youth made academic progress and/or improved attendance  

• 82% of youth improved problem-solving, self-management, anger management and/or 

coping skills  

• 73% of youth have reduced anti-social cognitions, can identify risky thinking and 

feelings  

• 70% of youth reduced association with criminals and/or enhanced pro-social contacts  

• 78% of youth reduced conflict, built positive relationships and improved communication  

• 77% of caregivers have enhanced monitoring/supervision  

• 76% of youth reduced usage or were not using alcohol or other substances at the end 

of treatment services  

• 64% of youth increased employment readiness  

• 62% of youth had enhanced involvement in pro-social activities  

  

For additional information, please contact:  
 

Christina McMahan, Juvenile Services Division Director  

Multnomah County Department of Community Justice  

(503)988-3578 (office) or (503)730-7122 (cell)   

christina.mcmahan@multco.us  

 

Nancy Bennett, Co-Director  

Multnomah County Office of Government Relations  

(503)988-5895 (office) or (503)793-0094 (cell)  

nancy.bennett@multco.us  

  

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 


