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The Housing Alliance urges your support of House Bill 4039.  
 
Too many Oregon families do not have a safe, stable place to call home.  
Housing gives us the opportunity to build a better life, yet housing is out of 
reach for many of us.  In communities across the state, there isn’t enough 
housing that’s affordable to working families, seniors or people with disabilities.   
 
We need to maintain the tools and strategies that work to make housing 
accessible to all Oregonians. One such tool is to allow local assessors to exempt 
affordable housing properties from paying property taxes. This lowers costs and 
makes housing accessible to more community members with low incomes.  One 
statutory tool used in many areas of the state is the general charitable 
exemption, ORS 307.130, which allows non-profit owned affordable housing to 
be exempt from property taxes.   
 
In recent months, non-profit housing providers who have been deemed 
previously eligible for a property tax exemption have begun receiving property 
tax bills.  These properties provide safe, stable, and affordable places to call 
home for seniors, people with disabilities, and families just starting out.  Any 
property tax bill will likely result in rent increases for residents on fixed incomes, 
as non profit owners cannot absorb the increased cost.   
 
HB 4039 provides clarity and certainty for affordable housing providers 
who have been deemed eligible for a property tax exemption under 
ORS 307.130. The Legislature should pass HB 4039. HB 4039 will simply 
grandfather in any property that had received the exemption as of July 
1, 2012.   
 
Property taxes make up a substantial portion of the operating costs of 
affordable housing.  
 
We know that affordable housing is a key to stable and thriving communities. 
Affordable housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. It provides 
the foundation for adults to access employment, for kids to succeed in school.  
HB 4039 will provide clarity and certainty to affordable housing providers who 
have already been deemed eligible for property tax exemptions under ORS 
307.130. We urge your support of HB 4039. 
 
Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 

Janet Byrd 
Executive Director of Neighborhood Partnerships 
On behalf of the Housing Alliance 
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