Senate Committee On Finance and Revenue
February 3, 2014

SB 1528

Senator Ginny Burdick, Chair
Senator Larry George, Vice-Chair
Senator Herman Baertschiger Jr
Senator Mark Hass

Senator Diane Rosenbaum

For the record, my name is Bill Wellard, | am the current President of the
Oregon Association of Treatment Centers (OATC), and the Executive
Director of The Child Center ~ a non-profit organization that provides
intensive community based psychiatric and special education services to
children and their families throughout Lane, Deschutes, Crook and
Jefferson Counties. The Child Center is a DHS licensed psychiatric day
treatment program and as such qualifies for Department of Education
funding under the Long Term Care and Treatment (L.TCT) education
funds. Children in these programs are provided integrated special
education and psychiatric or mental health services.

| am here today to voice my support for SB 1528. | am accompanied by
Inga Deckert who will focus on SB 1528 and | am going to describe for
you the children and families we serve.

Children attend The Child Center and o'ther similar day and residential

psychiatric treatment programs throughout the State of Oregon. These
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DHS licensed treatment programs have a special education programs
funded by the State Department of Education under provisions set forth
by the Lang Term Care and Treatment rules and regulations. Children are
referred to these programs because of their severe mental and emotional
disorders. Placement in these programs is highly scrutinized and most of
the children receiving services have been reviewed and authorized by the
regional Coordinated Care Organization or CCO. Basically the child’s
behavior or symptoms must be severe enough to warrant this more
restrictive placement. Children attend psychiatric day treatment programs
for approximately 3 to 6-months while receiving both mental health and
special education services.

The attachment to my written presentation has a few graphs that will
provide you information regarding the Long Term Care and Treatment
Programs and profile data on the children we serve. The data represents
approximately 1,840 children who have attended psychiatric day
treatment programs statewide. The attachment includes:

A. Listing of Long Term Care and Treatment Programs
B. Risk Factors

C. Behavior Characteristics

D. Admitting Diagnoses

E. Cultural Profile

‘F. Outcomes

As illustrated by these graphs, the children we serve have serious
emotional and behavior disorders and present a very complex set of
needs. Providing integrated special education services is of the highest,
priority. SB 1528 replaces the current arbitrary and inequitable LTCT
funding formula with one that is aligned with the State School Fund,
placing these children more on par with their peers.

Thank you fdr giving me this opportunity to voice my support for SB
1528. inga Deckert will now discuss the Senate Bill in greater detail.
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