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Personal Services,                         
$8,525 , 52% 

Services and Supplies,                        
$7,876 , 48% 

Governor's Balanced Budget 
2013 - 2015 Biennium  

 
 
 
 

Personal Services Services and Supplies 
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSION 
 
The Citizens' Initiative Review Commission (CIRC) was established by the Oregon Legislature in 2011 (House Bill 2634.) The Commission 
oversees the Citizens’ Initiative Review process, which is an innovative way of publicly evaluating ballot measures so voters have clear, useful, and 
trustworthy information at election time. 
 
During the Citizens' Initiative Review, a panel of randomly-selected and demographically-balanced voters is brought together from across the state to 
fairly evaluate a ballot measure. The panel hears directly from campaigns for and against the measure and calls upon policy experts during the multi-
day public review. For each measure reviewed, a new panel is convened. 
 
At the conclusion of the in-depth review, the panel then drafts a Citizens' Statement highlighting the most important findings about the measure. Each 
Citizens' Statement is published as a prominent page in the voter’s pamphlet as a new and easily accessible resource for voters to use at election time. 
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MISSION STATEMENT & STATUTORY AUTHORITY 
 

The Citizens’ Initiative Review Commission was established during the 2011 Legislative Session. Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) 250.137 through 
250.149 ensures that “citizen panels are convened to review initiated measures in a fair and impartial manner.”  
 
The Commission is also authorized in ORS 250.147 to accept public and private contributions to support the Citizen’s Initiative Review process.  
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OREGON REVISED STATUTES 
 

CHAPTER 250 
Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) governing the Citizens' Initiative Review Commission can be found at ORS 250.137 through ORS 250.149.   

 
 OREGON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
 

Rules are currently in development. 
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COMMISSION BUSINESS PLANS 

2011-17 Six Year Agency Long Term Plan 

 

As a newly established governmental entity, the Citizens’ Initiative Review Commission intends to carry out its charge as set out in ORS 250.137-
250.149, specifically to review citizen initiated measures and create unbiased citizen statements for publication in the even-numbered year November 
election Voters’ Guide.  
 
The Commission will ensure that all its members are appointed and that it is fully operational for the upcoming biennium.  
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2013-15 SHORT TERM PLAN 
 

The Commission intends to proceed to identify citizen initiated ballot measures for review, if any, in time for publication in the November 2014 
Voters’ Guide. Prior to choosing the citizen initiatives for review, the Commission will be determine if the Citizens’ Initiative Review Fund is 
sufficient to support the Citizens’ Initiative Review process; the number of citizen initiatives reviewed will be based on the funds available.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMISSION 
 

The Citizens’ Initiative Review Commission consists of three Commissioners appointed by the Governor, two of which are recommended by 
Republican and Democratic Senate Leadership. Other Commissioners are appointed by the Governor-appointed Commissioners from individuals 
who have served on previous panels as moderators and from individuals who have served as panelists.   
 
The Commission is charged with identifying measures for review based on criteria set out in ORS 250.139; empanelling review panels to represent 
Oregon’s demographic makeup from a set of applications submitted in response to an invitation letter sent to 10,000 randomly selected registered 
voters; and convening and managing a review panel that will create a “citizens’ statement” for publication in the November election “Voters’ Guide.”  
 
The Commission has the authority to accept public and private contributions and to expend funds to carry out its mission and the authority to adopt 
administrative rules in furtherance of its mission.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
 

The Commission will consider environmental factors as it works to develop and implement its strategic plan and commission budget. 
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CRITERIA FOR 2013-15 BUDGET DEVELOPMENT 
 

The Citizens Initiative Review Commission focused on the costs of operating the Commission and conducting four citizen initiative review 
panels. The agency in correlation with Healthy Democracy and the Department of Administrative Services reviewed and evaluated the cost 
of agency operations to ensure the ability to meet the long-term and short-term goals of the agency. Below is a brief discussion of the criteria 
used in the 2013-15 agency budget development process. 
 
Cost of Agency Operations and Citizen Initiative Review Panels 
The agency based the 2013-15 budget on the costs associated with operating the Commission and conducting four citizen initiative review 
panels. 
 
Long Term and Short Term Goals 
The agency took into account the long-term and short-term goals of the agency in the 2013-15 budget. 
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MAJOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROJECTS/INITIATIVES 

 
Major Information Technology Projects $1,000,000+ 
The Agency has no major technology projects planned for the 2013-15 biennium. 
 
Information Technology Projects $150,000+ 
Currently the Agency has no major technology projects planned for the 2013-15 biennium. 
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SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
 

Sustainability is pertinent to the Citizens’ Initiative Review Commission’s ability to meet its statutory charge while conserving resources and 
operating more efficiently and will be integrated into the Commission’s strategic plan and budget.  
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REDUCTION OPTIONS 
ACTIVITY OR PROGRAM DESCRIBE REDUCTION AMOUNT AND FUND TYPE RANK AND JUSTIFICATION 

(WHICH PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY WILL 

NOT BE UNDERTAKEN) 
 

(DESCRIBE THE EFFECTS OF THIS 

REDUCTION.  INCLUDE POSITIONS AND 

FTE IN 2013-15 AND 2015-17) 

(GF, LF, OF, FF.  IDENTIFY REVENUE 

SOURCE FOR OF, FF) 

(RANK THE ACTIVITIES OR PROGRAMS NOT 

UNDERTAKEN IN ORDER OF LOWEST COST FOR 

BENEFIT OBTAINED) 

1. Reduced Service and Supply budget 
for Citizens’ Initiative Review Panels. 

Elimination of $821 of limitation 
 

OF, Donations  
 
Services and Supplies $821 
Total Reduction - $821 

2 

2. Reduced Personal Services budget 
for Commission Members per diem. 

Elimination of $821 of limitation  
 

OF, Donations  
 
Personal Services $821 
Total Reduction - $821 

1 
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ESSENTIAL AND STATEWIDE POLICY PACKAGES 
 

Purpose: 
Essential package 031 establishes State Government Service Charges within the Citizens’ Initiative Review Commissions budget. 
 

 
031 Inflation & Price List Adjustments 
This package includes inflation on the cost of goods and services, as well as price list adjustments related to State Government Service 
Charges. The total for these essential packages are $2,500 and was approved in the Agency Request Budget. 
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POLICY PACKAGE 101 – CITIZEN PANELS  

 

Purpose:  
This policy package establishes the funding needed to conduct citizen initiative review panels for one voting cycle. 
 
How Achieved:  
This package increases services and supplies by $5,375. This package was approved in the 2013-2015 Governor’s Balanced Budget. 
 

Staffing Impact: 
Positions   0 
FTE    0.00 
 

Revenue Source:  
Other funds   $5,375 
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REVENUE FORECAST 
Source of Funding 
The Citizens’ Initiative Review Commission operates as a 100% other funded agency.  Revenues for the commission and citizen initiative 
review panels are collected from various donors who donate to support the commission’s mission and the review of initiatives that go on the 
voters’ ballot. 
 
Funding Commission Operations 
Revenues are collected from various donors and fund the commission and the review of citizen initiatives on the voters’ ballot.  
 
Basis for 2013-15 revenue estimates 
The basis for 2013-15 donation estimates is based upon the donation forecast provided by Healthy Democracy.  Estimates were done by 
gathering and evaluating data from past voter ballot initiative review donations. 
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AFFIRMATIVE ACTION REPORT 
 
The Citizen Initiative Review Commission (CIRC) fully supports Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity.  Currently the commission has no 
staff, but if staffing is needed in the future, the commission is committed to achieving a workforce that represents the diversity of Oregon 
communities. The commission supports equal employment opportunity to all applicants and employees through employment-related 
decisions that are non-discriminatory.  
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