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Decision-makers: 

• State Legislators 

• Local Gov’t. 

• Philanthropies 

• Non-profits 

• Small Business 

• Engaged 
residents 

I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N 2 



The Rural Communities Explorer 
www.oregonexplorer.info/rural 

3 



Community 
Data 

Foundational 
Information 
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Rural Issues 

Reports and Publications 

What is a community? Rural? 

Glossary of Rural Terms 

What is Community Vitality? 
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Community 
Data 



Select 
community 
from map Type community name 
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How-To Instructions 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 
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Change 
Report Years 

Data for All 
Years Chart 
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Reviewing grants

Some other purpose

Business planning

Grant writing

Preparing a presentation

Improve personal understanding

Program planning

% of respondents 

• 4,000 people/month 
• 55,000 visits since Oct. 2010 

Users & uses of the Rural Communities Explorer 

2012 User Survey 



Data story example: 
Homeless Youth  

Up-stream causes: 
• Income/Poverty 
• Child abuse – may explain teen homelessness 
• Unemployment 
• Housing affordability 
• Educational attainment (adult) 
• Crime (juvenile and adult) 
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• Rural & Urban 
comparison 

• Improved mapping tool 
• Additional stories 
• Tracking Oregon’s 

Progress Indicators 
• Partnership with PSU’s 

Greater Portland Pulse 
• ODOT partnership 
• 211info data hosting 

Developments 



“Numbers by themselves tell us nothing.   
Measurements taken over time give us information. 
Information understood in context is knowledge. 
Good decisions are based on knowledge, not just data.” 

Peggy Holstedt, Associate Director of Board Development and Policy 
Services, Oregon School Boards Association (paraphrased) 
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