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Oregon’s Tobacco Prevention and 

Education Program (TPEP) Works 

• TPEP helps people quit and 

keeps kids from starting 

 

• TPEP supports the Triple Aim 

by: 

– Improving health statewide 

– Reducing health care costs 

– Improving care 
 

 



Per capita cigarette pack sales, Oregon 

vs. rest of U.S., FY 1993–2011 
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Orzechowski and Walker (2011). The Tax Burden on Tobacco. 



What else do we know now?  

• The number of adults and youth who smoke 

since TPEP began in 1996 is declining. 

– Adult smoking prevalence declined 14%. 

– 11th grade smoking declined 57%. 

–  8th grade smoking declined 74%. 

 

• The rate of deaths linked to tobacco is also 

declining. 
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Smoking remains the leading cause of 

preventable death & illness in Oregon 

 

① About 137,000 Oregonians are sickened 

and 7,000 die due to tobacco use  

② Costing $2.4 billion in direct medical 

expenditures and lost productivity from 

people dying early…  

 

EVERY YEAR 



TPEP has programs in every county and 

federally recognized tribe in Oregon 
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1: Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
2: Confederated Tribes of Umatilla
3: Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde
4: Confederated Tribes of Silez
5: Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower 

Umpqua, and Siuslaw
6: Coquille Indian Tribe
7: Cow Creek Band of Umpqua
8: Klamath Tribe
9: Burns Paiute Tribe
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Communities funded by TPEP are 

helping families 

 

• Housing Authorities 

all over Oregon have 

been working with 

local tobacco 

programs to establish 

smoke free 

properties. 

 Nicole Utz and Andy Wilch, Salem Housing Authority  



Communities funded by TPEP  

are helping kids 

• Tobacco free parks, 

playgrounds and 

community events 

help kids stay away 

from secondhand 

smoke.  





DHS and OHA are working together to 

help people quit 



 
 Homecare Worker Tobacco Cessation Policy  

Effective Date: February 1, 2011  

 

Overview  

Summary: This policy outlines requirements for quarterly promotion  

of cessation benefits to homecare workers.  

 

Purpose/Rationale: In-home care services for seniors and people with disabilities in the state of Oregon are 

provided by homecare workers (HCWs). The negative effects of tobacco use affect homecare workers more 

than the general population due to their high smoking rate. Almost 29% of HCWs currently smoke, 

compared with 17% of adult Oregonians. This policy establishes a process for promoting cessation benefits 

to HCWs, helping reduce their use of tobacco.  

TPEP works with other agencies to 

help clients and workers quit 





TPEP helps people quit and warns about 

the danger of tobacco use. 



 

Thank you 
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