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alters RULONA only to use language commonly used in Oregon (e.g. “personal 
representative” instead of “executor.”)  In short, these sections continue to provide that a 
notary public may protest commercial paper procedures, including record keeping 
requirements for protests are also maintained. 
 

Specific Oregon Provisions/Miscellaneous Changes 
 

Section 44. Action for damages or injunction; attorney fees and costs; employer’s 
liability: This section continues and improves upon current Oregon law found at ORS 
194.200 Instead of providing a remedy for only a select number of injuries caused by 
notaries who perform prohibited acts, section 44 now provides a remedy for eleven 
violations of section 24.  In addition, in subsection (2), the provision now allows the 
Attorney General to bring a civil action.  Present law only allows the Secretary of State to 
enforce on behalf of injured persons.  The remedies made available are also made more 
consistent, and equitable relief is available.  
 
This revised section also includes a new six-year statute of limitations in (4) which was 
recommended by the work group based on six years being a common standard for similar 
causes of action under Oregon law.  

 
Section 45 and 46. Attorney General to investigate or prosecute violation; payment of 
expenses: This section maintains current law codified at ORS 194.330 and renumbers it.  
This provision allows the Secretary of State to direct the Attorney General to take charge of 
an investigation or prosecution. 

 
Section 49. Uniformity of application and construction: This section is essentially an 
interpretation provision that reminds courts that “consideration must be given to promote 
uniformity of the law with respect to the subject matter of sections 1 to 50” of this Act.  As 
other states apply the law, uniformity in application is expected. 

 
Section 51. This section would amend ORS 194.980 clarify that the Secretary of State may 
impose a civil penalty for each violation of any provision of sections 1 to 50 of the Act or 
any rule adopted by the secretary under the same sections of this Act.  Form and style 
changes are made throughout this section as well. 
 
Sections 54 to 57. These sections make conforming changes to largely reflect cross-
reference citation changes necessitated by the new act.  Section 56(2) contains bold 
language that is already in existing law.  The Work Group concluded that it is more 
appropriately located in Section 56, rather than ORS 194.040 of present law.  The provision 
now provides for both the authentication powers the Secretary of State has and does not 
have. The statement of powers not afforded to the Secretary of State is necessary to clarify 
common misperceptions in accessible statutory form.    
 
Section 61.  Save for the penalties section (194.980, 194.985, and 194.990), all of Chapter 
194 is repealed with this bill.  Several provisions are essentially retained from present law, 
but are renumbered to create a new series as provided in this bill.   
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