75th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY — 2010 Special Sesion MEASURE: HB 3626 A
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER:
House Committee on Health Care

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Fiscal statement issued

Action: Do Pass as Amended and Be Printed Engrossed and Be &Ref¢ime Committee on Ways and
Means by prior reference
Vote: 9-0-1
Yeas: Bruun, Cannon, Harker, Hoyle, Kotek, Maurer, Natitan, Thompson, Greenlick
Nays: 0
Exc.: Kennemer
Prepared By: Sandy Thiele-Cirka, Administrator
Meeting Dates: 2/3, 2/4

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Directs Department of Education (DOE) to estahfibt program that operates in
three school districts in the state for the purpdgeoviding vision screenings to students. Autiesithe DOE to
contract pilot program with a public or privateignto implement pilot program. States that visgmneening is
voluntary. Identifies reporting criteria for visi@areening results. Directs DOE to report to tH2 [&&islative
Assembly. Sunsets June 30, 2011. Declares emergeffastive on passage.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

e Goals and objective of pilot program
Concerns with vision screening definition
Department of Education support
Current groups conducting vision screenings in Gmneg
Proposed amendments
Review of contracted services

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: Replaces original bill. Deletes vision screenie§rdtion. Modifies
student quantity to “greatest number of studentstigable.” Identifies reporting criteria for visi@treening results.
States that vision screening is voluntary. Dir€®E to report to the 78Legislative Assembly. Appropriates $150,000
to DOE.

BACKGROUND: Vision screening programs in schools assist intifyémg students with visual impairments. Visual
problems can and do affect the physical, intellectual, social and emotierfdmiaent of children. Early detection of
vision problems can provide a child more opportunity for educational sud®esause visual loss may impede
normal development, the earlier visual impairments are diagnoseceatetl{rthe more favorable the outlook for
correction or improvement of the child's general well-being

Young children with vision problems often do not know that the way they see tltkisvoot the way everyone sees
it. Some studies indicate that vision problems affect one in 20 preschddiey also affect one in four school
children. Additionally, some studies indicate that without early deteetial treatment, children's vision problems
can lead to permanent vision loss and learning difficulties.
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